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Orthography and the system of transliteration

This work which is originally written in Urdu deals with the ta ‘wil of the
words and phrases of the Qur’an and the Hadith and the sayings of the
Imams. Since the words are in Arabic, therefore in the transliteration of
all the entries, we have followed the rules of Arabic orthography. In
Arabic a fully declinable indefinite word ends in un, an or in and a
definite word in u, a, i, depending on the cases (subjective, objective,
possessive or prepositional). In the text itself, however, we have
transliterated the Arabic words and phrases in accordance with the
orthographical rules of Urdu.

We have used the system of transliteration of the Encyclopaedia of Islam

with the following exceptions: j instead of dj, z instead of zh, z instead
of d, q instead of k, iyy instead of iy and uww instead of uw.

click here for Index



Preface
In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

The holy Lord says in a wisdom-filled verse: “Verily Allah and His
angels send blessings through the Prophet (i.e. Muhammad and his
progeny). O you who believe, seek blessings through him (and them) and
submit to him (and them) as ought to be.” (33:56)

In verse (33: 43) in the same sirah, prior to the above-mentioned verse, it
is also said regarding salawat: “He it is Who sends blessings on you, and
His angels also, that He may bring you forth from the darknesses (of
ignorance) unto the light (of knowledge and wisdom). And He is
merciful to the mu’mins.” The combined purport of these two wisdom-
filled verses is: O Allah, send blessings on mu 'mins through Muhammad
(s.a.s.) and his progeny, as you have mentioned in the wise Qur’an, so
that they may attain the light of certainty! Amin.

The slip of Adam and Hawwa: The Adam and the Hawwa of the
personal world are the intellect and the soul. There are countless benefits
in knowing the secrets of recognition of the intellect and the soul. God
says in verse (2:36): “Then Satan caused them to slip from it (paradise).”
That is, Adam and Hawwa (intellect and soul) were strolling with the feet
of special dhikr (remembrance of God) in the paradise of spirituality,
when Satan caused their feet to slip. That is, he interfered in their dhikr
and they slipped because here by paradise (‘an-ha) is meant the supreme
Name (ism-i a“zam).

In the recognition of the personal world lies the recognition of the
Prophets and awliya’ (Imams), in which in turn lies the recognition of
God, which is the eternal Treasure or the Treasure of treasures. If you are
a true seeker of this Treasure of treasures or the recognition of God, enter
the wisdom of the Qur’an as it ought to be entered through the
recognition of your own self (i.e. the personal world). Otherwise, today
there are many greater difficulties than previously, because this is the age
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of the cycle of giyamat (resurrection) in which many difficult problems
are caused by the enormous stormy revolution of material science and it
is impossible to maintain religion and faith intact without ta "wili wisdom.
I am certain that the solution of these problems is in the Qur’anic
wisdom, that is, ta 'wil. The Teacher of ta’wil is always in this world and
so also the special system and way of asking him.

Hidden Favours: It would be a great ingratitude and lack of appreciation
if we do not reflect upon the favours of God at least to the extent of the
knowledge of certainty (“ilmu’l-yaqin), as mentioned in verse (31:20):
“Do you not see that Allah has subjugated to you whatever is in the
heavens and whatever is in the earth, and has completed His favours,
both apparent and hidden, on you?” This is a representative verse and
therefore, it contains within itself all meanings, as the heavens and the
earth and the apparent and the hidden mean everything without any
exception. In short, the hidden favours are in abundance in the Qur’an
and they are in the form of its 7@ 'wili wisdom, which is repeatedly
praised in the Qur’an and the Hadith.

Invitation to reflection: It is an indubitable and indisputable fact that
many Qur’anic verses emphatically invite to reflect upon the Qur’an and
the external world (@fdq) and the internal world (anfus), to the extent that
in verse (47:24) God says: “Do they not reflect upon the Qur’an, or are
there locks on (their) hearts?” It is because of this that Hakim Pir Nasir
says:

“Qufl az dil bi-kusha wa Qur’an rahbar-i khwud kun
Ta rah shinasi wa kushadah shawadat dar

Unlock your heart and make the Qur’an your guide,
so that you may recognise that path and may the door (of
knowledge and wisdom) open to you.” (See Wisdom 964)



Hazar Hikmat: We have named this lovely book “Hazar Hikmat (A
Thousand Wisdoms)”, because, praise be to God, it consists of a
thousand wisdoms. It can also be called Qamiisu’l-hikmah or Ta wili
Encyclopaedia. This work, in reality, is not the result and outcome of my
humble efforts, but a special gift of the ardent giryah-u zari (shedding of
tears with utmost humility) and supplication in the court of the Purveyor
of needs by “azizan (students) who support me. Moreover, according to
the law of Monoreality they live in my heart and soul in such a way that
they are the ones who do everything for me as the angels of my personal
world.

Principles of study: O my dears! If you want to benefit fully from the
study of this book, study my other books also. Particularly study very
carefully the quotations from the holy Qur’an and their context (i.e. the
verses preceding and following them). Further, you should also use my
audio and video cassettes. If there is still a wisdom which you cannot
understand, consult our senior scholars. God willing, you will progress in
knowledge and spirituality.

I always advise my students to study carefully every sacred farman of the
exalted Imam, particularly those which are related to spiritual progress,
those which teach heavenly love, those in which attention is drawn to
spirit and spirituality and those which are related to the recognition of
one’s own self and recognition of God.

Spiritual science: Science whether it is material or spiritual, is revealed
from the treasures of one God (15:21). The place of its revelation is also
the same, that is, the human heart and mind. Then the science (wisdom)
has two branches, material and spiritual, so that ease and comfort may be
provided for both body and soul. If a great bounty like science were
limited to the body only and the soul deprived of it, it would be a great
injustice. However, it is not so, in fact, the science which is for the sake
of spiritual ease and comfort is very great indeed.



The comparison of material and spiritual sciences: Just as there is a
world of difference between the body and the soul, similarly, there is a
difference between material science and spiritual science. This is because
material science is only a symbol and example of the real science, which
is the spiritual science. Material science is a fleeting sign to that
permanent and everlasting bounty; it is a desire and feeling to attain that
supreme goal, just as an aeroplane though apparently very useful for
travelling, in comparison to a flying saucer which is the product of
spiritual science, is quite insignificant. In this comparison I do not intend
to give only this brief introduction, I have already spoken and written
quite a lot about this subject.

Some discoveries of the Personal World:

(1) There are subtle human beings on the stars.

(2) Flying saucer, in reality, is the astral body by using which man will
be able to travel through the stars.

(3) That which is called a human soul is a sum of countless souls.

(4) A flying subtle particle has been seen which is a compound of
matter and soul.

(5) Jinn and pari are the same creature and the same community.

(6) In subtle or astral body man can comfortably live on any star in the
universe, because it is free from heat, cold, dryness and wetness.

(7) There are subtle nourishments hidden in the air in the form of
various fragrances.

(8) The concept of higher “T”" and lower “I” is very amazing.

(9) There is going to be absolute and universal accord among the
nations of the world, then all of them will be united.

(10) Soon, first a great war and later on, small wars will cease to take
place.

(11) The cycle of spiritual science is coming.

(12) Audio and video instruments of material science will be replaced in
spiritual science by one spiritual power which will function as
everything.

(13) Until there is the subjugation of the self, the subjugation of the
universe is not possible.



(14) Just as an insect after a certain period turns into a moth and flies,
man in a certain age will also turn from dense into subtle or from
human being into an angel and is going to fly.

(15) It is only Adam and man who is the tremendous and unique
workshop in which all marvels and wonders of God are prepared.

(16) Astral body (i.e. the subtle luminous man) is like a cold flame,
because he is free from the elemental body.

Board of Governors: Although literally this is an ordinary phrase, it is
special, rather unique in meaning, because the governors of this board are
the mu’mins (men and women) who have high ambition and accomplish
an unprecedented and lasting sacred service which is the sovereign of all
services. This service is the tremendous feat of the gradual spreading
everywhere of Qur’anic wisdom. It is a matchless service. This Qur’anic
wisdom is the spiritual science and the knowledge of the Imam as well.
Thus, how fortunate and eminent are our governors!

Army of knowledge: Hazrat Mawlana Imam Sultan Muhammad Shah,
salawatu’llahi “alayhi, has said: “Now I will fight with the Dhu’I-faqar
of knowledge and wisdom and not with the Dhu ’[-fagar of steel.” Since it
is now the cycle of giyamat and the age of ta 'wil, therefore the Imam is
waging the war of fa 'wil against ignorance externally and internally and
inviting his army of knowledge to take part in this war necessarily and
compulsorily.

Office-bearers and members: I salute all office-bearers and members of
Khanah-i Hikmat, ARIF and B.R.A. in such a fond and affectionate way
that it embraces all exalted meanings of Monoreality, because the
progress which we and our organisations have made is due to their
support and efforts. God willing, the secrets of recognition will be
divulged to them and He in His infinite mercy will bless them in this
world and in the next and will keep them attached to the service of
knowledge of the holy Imam, generation after generation. Amin!



Shirts (sarabil): They are the celestial miraculous bodies which are
affected neither by heat, cold, dryness and wetness, nor by war, including
nuclear war. These cosmic shirts or garments according to the Qur’an
(16:81) are specifically for the people of faith. Another name of this
garment according to the Qur’an (16:5) is dif” (warm clothing made of
camel’s hair). Our “azizan have an ample store of the knowledge of
certainty, therefore, they are aware of the secret that those miraculous
shirts, namely, the copies of the Perfect Man are made in the destination
of “Izra’il and at the rank of Intellect. Here, the wonderful wisdom should
be noted that dif” comes from lawful animals, which are one of the
Qur’anic similitudes for the hudiid-i din (the ranks of religion) (16:5).

The world of creation and the world of command: It is mentioned in
verse (7:54): “Verily, His is the creation and the command. Blessed be
Allah, the Lord of the worlds.” By the creation is meant the physical
world in which everything comes into existence after a certain time and
by the command is meant the spiritual world where everything comes
into existence instantaneously without any delay by the command of “Be
(kun)”. There is diversity and abundance of mercy and knowledge in both
these ways of coming into existence of things.

Whether God says “Be!” to a thing or just wills it, the willed thing comes
into existence. Here the interesting point should also be noted that every
decree (hukm) of God is exactly like the “command of Be”. That is, He is
omnipotent and doer of what He wills (85:16). Therefore, when He
commands a thing to be done, it is instantaneously and immediately
accomplished in the world of command without any delay, even though it
takes time to be accomplished in the world of creation.

Treasure of a Sacred Hadith: God says: “O the son of Adam! I have
created you for eternity. I am everliving and I do not die. Obey me in
what I have commanded you and refrain from what I have forbidden you.
I will make you everliving and you will never die. O son of Adam! I have
the power that if I say to a thing “Be”! it becomes; obey me in what I
have commanded you and refrain from what I have forbidden you, so that



I may make you powerful that if you say to a thing “Be!”, it becomes.”
(Rasa’il Ikhwan as-Safa’, 1, 298).

Laden Ark: It is mentioned in verse (36:41): “And a sign unto them is
that He bore their off-spring in the laden ark.” Esoteric translation: “And
a miracle for them is that We bore the particles of their soul in the laden
ark.” The off-spring of a person are not in the past, rather in the present
and in the future. Therefore, here it is correct to say that by off-spring
(dhurriyyat) are meant the particles of soul which by the command of
God, were borne in the spiritual ark of Hazrat Nuh and in this lies a very
great secret.

O my dears! Try to ascend higher and higher in the ranks of true
knowledge to attain complete certainty of the secret that in your higher
“T” you are always merged in the origin, and you have also come to this
world with respect to the lower “I”. Thus, when by the mercy of God,
you will see the ark and the captain of the ark on the ocean of knowledge,
gradually the secret of recognition will be revealed to you that the captain
of the ark is the Single Soul (nafs-i wahidah) who encompasses
everyone. And in this sense the Single Soul is the laden ark, that is, the
pure personality who is in the ark is perfect and complete and full of
higher “Is”. Thus the meaning of embarking on the laden ark is that you
become certain that you are already in it.

Throne or Ark?: In the light of the wise Qur’an and the recognition of
the personal world, the earthly throne of God was/is/will be on the water
(11:7). The same symbolic throne is also the ark, and in such Qur’anic
similitudes there is a great test for our knowledge and actions. According
to another similitude, God’s throne is in the higher world. It should be
noted that the ultimate destination of the true religion is recognition
(ma‘rifat), recognition is not possible without didar (vision), didar is not
possible without the recognition of self, recognition of self is not possible
without the spiritual journey, the spiritual journey is not possible without
the beautiful names and the beautiful names can be attained only by the



teaching of the true successor of the holy Prophet. Praise be to Allah, the
Lord of the worlds!

N.N. (Hubb-i “Ali) Hunzai,
Karachi,

Thursday, 3 Jumada II,
1417/17th October, 1996.



Service of Hazar Hikmat

It is said in verse (47:12): “O you who believe, if you help Allah, He will
help you, and make your foot-hold firm.” The value of every kind of
religious service has been elevated to the heaven in this verse. It is not
possible for a man of frail constitution to help God, but this is a proof of
the paramount importance of religious service that He, in His kindness,
has raised the slavery of His slaves to such a lofty rank and promised to
grant them success in their good deeds with His heavenly and spiritual
help.

This Qur’anic teaching shows that religious service is a great “ibadat,
particularly the service of knowledge which has an all-reaching and all-
inclusive scope and is the most effective and powerful jihad against
ignorance. It is important to reflect that in this verse (47:7) such martial
terms as “help (nusrat)” and steadfastness (thibatu’l-gadam)” imply the
jihad of knowledge. The word “nusrat” in the Qur’an, is used both before
(110:1) and after (48:1-3) victory (fath). Thus nusrat is that help of Allah
which is granted to mu 'mins through the heavenly and the spiritual army,
and steadfastness means to advance without stumbling or slipping. This
implies to progress in good deeds with unshakeable resolve, particularly
in the jihad of knowledge.

Helpers of Allah (ansaru’llah): 1t is mentioned in verse (3:52): “And
when “Isa perceived their disbelief, he said: Who will be my helpers unto
Allah? The disciples said: We will be Allah’s helpers.” How exalted the
title of ansaru’llah is! Such mu’mins were in the time of Prophethood
and are in the time of every Imam too. Thus, ansar or helpers mean those
who serve [the Prophet and the Imam in their respective time]. In short,
there are many Qur’anic verses in which religious service is praised.
Therefore, there cannot be any doubt about its significance.

Question: If one of the names of Satan is mudill (misleading), can he
mislead whoever he wants?



Answer: Satan mainly attacks those who walk on the straight path,
however he entices and misleads only those mu 'mins who are weak and
do not have true knowledge, but his fraudulent trap is just like a cobweb
in front of those mu 'mins who have high ambition and who are equipped
with the arms of true knowledge.

According to the noble Qur’an, there is knowledge in everything. First of
all, this applies to the Qur’an itself. That is, there is no verse or word in
the meaning of which the marvels and wonders of knowledge and
wisdom are not hidden. For instance, take the word “/a‘nat” which is
mentioned forty-one times in different forms in the Qur’an. I am
absolutely sure that it is not ordered to curse Satan or any other creature
in any of these places. Literally /a°nat means driving away, banishment,
expulsion and al-la‘in means a scarecrow which is made in a field to
drive birds away from the crop, which in Burtishaski is called ghah-gali
and in Turkish ghah-quli.

This means that /a“nat is the name of banishment or expulsion from the
Divine mercy, which happens as a result of grave disobedience. One
alone is accountable for the result of one’s own misdeeds. Thus, the
meaning of verse (33:64): “Inna’llaha la“ana’l-kafirin”, is (that the
unbelievers were driven away from God’s mercy, therefore) He kept
them away (from His mercy). God does not use the word “/a“nat” in the
sense of imprecation, because prayer is an expression of needfulness, and
He is free from any need. Further, la‘nat is not an abuse, it is rather a
mention, declaration and lesson about Satan and others who, according to
the law of retribution, are driven away or banished from Divine mercy.

It is said in verse (2:159): “Verily, those who conceal the clear proofs
and the guidance that We have revealed after We have made clear in the
Book for mankind, they are the ones whom Allah banishes and the
banishers (/a‘iniin) (also) banish them.” The word “la‘iniin” in this verse
is worth pondering upon. Who are they? Are they angels or human
beings? If they are human beings, are they the common or the chosen
ones? The answer is that with respect to any attribute, the Prophet and
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then his successors come after God. Thus those who banish the banished
ones, are in reality the holy Prophet and his progeny, who are the
treasures of God’s mercy and knowledge. And in reality closeness to and
remoteness from God can be determined with respect to closeness to and
remoteness from them.

It is said in verse (5:78): “Banished were the unbelievers of the children
of Israel by the tongue of Dawtd and “Isa.” That is, when they committed
unbelief, they immediately automatically became banished from God’s
mercy. Now, their banishment (la“naf) by the tongue of a Prophet merely
means the declaration of what has already happened, so that the people of
faith may protect themselves from them.

Every wise person can estimate from the preceding example that many
intricate problems cannot be solved without fa 'wili wisdom. Thus, we try
to solve some of the uttered and unuttered questions in the light of ta ‘wili
wisdom, the charity of which we receive from the holy door of the Imam
from the progeny of the holy Prophet. Whether someone believes it or
not, it is a fact that the wisdom, with which is linked the abundant
goodness mentioned in verse (2:269), can be received only and only from
the luminous rank of the Imam. Dear friends! It is true that there are
countless miracles of knowledge of the °Ali of the time, salawatu llahi
“alayhi. The purpose of showing them to some fortunate ones is that they
should render service to the knowledge of the Qur’an and the Imam.
Therefore, this humble effort is made to fulfil this sacred farman related
to service and our friends are invited to help in this virtuous deed.

New Dedication: This excellent book is dedicated to the three fortunate
families of Atlanta, U.S.A., who are enriched with the wealth of faith:

(1) Mukhi Nizar Ali Alibhai, Life Governor, Mukhiani Almas Nizar Ali,
Life Governor, Nayab Nizar Ali, Life Governor, Hina Nizar Ali, Life
Governor and Saba Nizar Ali, Life Governor;

(2) Nasiruddin Khanjee, Life Governor, Khayrunissa Nasiruddin, Life
Governor, Hina Nasiruddin, Life Governor, Kashif Nasiruddin, Life
Governor, Komal Nasiruddin, Life Governor;
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(3) Sultan Ali Ladji, Life Governor, Shaukat Banu Sultan Ali, Life
Governor, Azim Ali Sultan Ali, Life Governor.

There is no doubt that every useful book is an evergreen and fruitful
orchard from which innumerable mu ’min men and women will continue
to attain the fruits of intellect and soul and (God willing) the reward and
recompense of this meritorious work will continuously be given to those
who serve knowledge and wisdom.

Friendship and love based on faith and knowledge is unique as well as
everlasting. Indeed, it is a very great bounty of Almighty Allah that when
I went to Atlanta, by His grace and benevolence, this favour increased
enormously. The love of students works like wireless. True students are
as dear as children and in this there is a great wisdom. al-Hamdu li’llah!

Intercede with a good intercession: That is: Seek pardon and
forgiveness of God for all the people of the world as do the angels for the
people of the earth (42:5). And do not intercede with a bad intercession,
that is, you must never be malevolent, abusive and imprecate with heart
and tongue. Read and listen to what the Qur’an says about this:
“Whoever intercedes with a good intercession shall receive a share of it,
and whoever intercedes with a bad intercession shall receive the like of
it.” (4:85).

Our university: By the grace of God, our university is now rendering a
tremendous and unique service to Qur’ anic wisdom. Qur’anic wisdom is
the abundant goodness, therefore no matter how much we praise it, it will
not be possible to do justice to it. Thus, how blessed and fortunate are
those “azizan who are rendering honorary service day and night to this
university of wisdom and who learn and teach others, and also spread the
light of knowledge through books in numerous countries. In such a case,
why should they not make tremendous progress in their knowledge?

Translation of Hazar Hikmat: Countless thanks to Almighty Allah that
now Hazar Hikmat has been translated into the universal language
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English, and this feat has been accomplished by my great friend, who is
like my soul, rather dearer than it. The reason for this is that he is a great
lover of true knowledge and he is very learned. This all-embracing virtue
encompasses many qualities and accomplishments, such as: He is a very
great asset to the nation, a treasure of knowledge of the exalted Imam, a
repository of pirs, an example of living books, a unique pearl of the
ocean of knowledge, a phoenix of his time in high ambition, a moth of
the lamp of the light of imamat, a symbol of the success of friends and a
signet ring of the sovereignty of pen. This is the pleasing description of
Dr. Faquir Muhammad Hunzai.

The personality of his learned begum Samsam Rashida Noormohamed-
Hunzai is greatly amazing. Her every lecture strews flowers of meanings
and scatters pearls of realities. If a fortunate mu’'min has to explain
knowledge in the choking voice of the miracle of the love for Mawla,
then he should learn this unique skill from Samsam. However, this is not
a mere skill, this in fact is a miracle which is a Divine gift. Such pure
souls and such great angels have come to this world from the higher
world to together spread the light of Qur’anic knowledge and wisdom on
the face of the globe. al-Hamdu li’llah!

We are extremely happy with the ever-increasing progress in knowledge
of all the “azizan of Markaz-i ‘Ilm-u-Hikmat of London. Nevertheless, it
is an appropriate opportunity to appreciate Zahir Lalani’s services. He is
a Record Officer, Life Governor and Chairman of Material Science
Institute. He is endowed with numerous virtues and has rendered many
services, therefore he is going to have a golden and bright history. Dr.
Faquir Muhammad Hunzai and Samsam Sahibah admire him greatly. |
am sure that my dear Zahir Lalani has spiritually become an angel of the
time due to his service to knowledge. Now, God willing, his house is
going to be the cradle of knowledge.

The work of Hazar Hikmat or Ta'wili Encyclopaedia has given our

“azizan in the east and in the west great happiness. This book is unique
and its usefulness is universal and all-inclusive, because it is about
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Qur’anic wisdoms. Their happiness is very befitting, because Almighty
God has enriched this reputed army of the “Ali of the time with
everlasting and unprecedented wealth of victory and help in the battle of
ta’'wil. Tt is possible that some “aziz may not be able to estimate how
strangely Hazrat ga imu’l-qgiyamat, “alayhi afzalu't-tahiyyati wa’s-salam
does his work.

The “azizan of the east and the west are sincerely grateful to the resolute,
sagacious and reputed office-bearers and members of Gilgit Regional
Branch and sub-branches, because not only have they made their branch
strong and respected, but they have also duly enhanced the eminence of
the Isma‘ili jama“at in the eyes of the government and the public. Indeed,
in all those meritorious deeds which our sagacious friends have
accomplished, the incentive was pure zeal of devotion to and love for
God, and God willing, this will always continue. It is because of this that
by the grace of God, they receive spiritual help. They do not begin any
deed without supplication in the court of God, the Purveyor of all needs.
We humbly pray that may God continue to help them in all their religious
and worldly good deeds and may He always be kind to them. Amin!

O my “azizan! Sincere congratulations on behalf of all the “azizan living
in Pakistan, London, France, America, Canada and other countries. The
field of work which God has granted you is unprecedented and the
powers and qualities given to you are also unique. al-Hamdu [li’llah, all
of us are one, and this is not a formal statement, it is a reality. That is, it
is an allusion to Monoreality, which is the treasure of azal (timelessness).
How many people in this world are aware of this supreme secret?

O dear friends! Living in the east and in the west, continue to serve
Qur’anic wisdom with heart and soul, because the unbounded treasure of
abundant goodness is in this wisdom. The time has come that a fortunate
university may excel others in paying attention to Qur’anic wisdom and
spiritual science. God willing, Senior University in Canada and United
States of America is fortunate to pioneer and excel in this direction. We
pray that may the external and internal worlds echo with the voice of
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spiritual science and may the people of the world attain its countless

benefits! Amin! O the Lord of the worlds!

Nasir al-Din Nasir (Hubb-i ‘Ali) Hunzai,
Karachi,

Wednesday, 16 Jumada II,

1417/30th October, 1996.
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O Pen! You are the movement of azal !
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

The holy Qur’an says in verse (31:27): “And if all the trees in the earth
were pens, and the sea with seven more seas to help it (were ink), the
words of Allah could not be exhausted.” That is, the perfect words which
are the infinite treasures of Divine knowledge cannot be exhausted.

O Lord of the worlds! For the sake of the reverence of your beloved
Prophet, bless us humble slaves, with the tears of heavenly love and
enable us to be grateful to you for your countless favours. O the
Knowing, the Seeing! We are terribly ill, feeble and humble. We are in
need of a potent and effective medicine like heavenly love. That is, the
pure, wisdom-filled, sacred and blessed love for God, the Prophet and the
Imam of the time, in which are hidden countless mercies and blessings
for the prosperity and happiness of intellect and soul.

O dear friends! Let us together offer our prayers, supplication and
giryah-u zari, shed the tears of love profusely and in that state prostrate
in the Divine court. Let us forget every kind of annoyance, pray for the
well-being of all people and be prepared for more and more service of
knowledge, which is the most eminent, rather the sovereign service,
which renders the servant not only unto the master, but also God willing,
unto the king tomorrow in paradise. You can reflect well in the light of
the Qur’an and the Hadith and discover the reason why the service of
knowledge has such a great reward.

The unique service in this domain: It is agreed that no service in this
world can be compared with the sacred service of Qur’anic wisdom. Our
“azizan have to understand which service in this domain has priority over
the rest and therefore the greatest importance. Truly speaking it is the
golden services of the translators. There is no doubt that every translation
is a very useful feat, yet the universal and ever-reaching service is the
translation into the international language English, which has brought us
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numerous successes. For this translation we are all indebted to Professor
Dr. Faquir Muhammad Hunzai and his angel-like begum Rashida
Noormohamed-Hunzai (Samsam) and their devoted and dedicated
companions.

Today I would like to state that Dr. Faquir Muhammad Hunzai is the
greatest rabbani “alim in the world. He has a great treasure of the secrets
of the Qur’an and the codes of “irfan. He is a darwish who rises at night
spending it in prayers and prostration. His dawn prayer rises higher than
the heavens, because he is a lover of the light and does giryah-u zari as
an innocent suckling child. He has the good opinion that I am his teacher.
However the teacher is someone else, and both of us and many more are
students of his school. God willing, more such treasures of the
knowledge of the exalted Imam will be born.

A part of the holy Prophet’s testament: “O groups of people! This is
°Ali bin Abi Talib who is the khalifah (vicegerent) of God within you
(fikum) and the khalifah of His Book, which is revealed to you and is its
door and veil, in which nobody can enter without him and he is the ga im
after me and is the ga im among you in my place. Thus, listen to him and
obey him. He who obeys him and loves him is among the exalted ones
and will ascend to the higher world and he who stays away from him and
disobeys him will be among the greatest losers.” (Sarair, p.115).

The wisdom of Hazrat Nuh’s prayer: The prayer is mentioned in
verses (71:26-29): “And Nuh said: O my Lord, do not leave a single
dweller from the disbelievers on the earth. Verily, if you leave them, they
will lead Your servants astray, and they will not beget except immoral
ingrates.” That is, by the power of the spiritual resurrection, the
representative particles of the people of the age in Hazrat Nuh’s personal
world began to live in such a way that not a single disbeliever was left
among them.

“O my Lord, forgive me, my parents and he who enters my (spiritual)
house as a believer, and believing men and believing women, and

17



increase not the wrong-doers in except ruin.” A great wisdom in this
verse is that some true mu 'mins by attaining the perfection of faith, enter
the spiritual and luminous house of their Prophet and become one of the
people of his house, such as Salman-i Farsi, who had attained this rank.

Nasir al-Din Nasir (Hubb-i ‘Ali) Hunzai,
Karachi,

Tuesday, 8 Jumada II,

1417/22nd October, 1996.
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Chapter: Alif
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Meaning & Wisdom

20

1
Atakum

Adam

(1)

Adam
(2)

He gave you:

God says in verse (14:34): "And He
gave you of all that you asked Him."
Asking God is by means of speech and
also by mute expression. Similarly
God’s giving is also an actual reality
and a possibility. In any case, God has
given countless bounties to His servants,
which are impossible to enumerate.

The father of man:

The holy Prophet was asked: Was Adam
a Prophet? He said: “Yes, God had
spoken to him and created him with His
own hand”. (Lughat, Nin, p. 4)

One of many Adams:

Qur'anic wisdom categorically
establishes that angels are not created
from anything other than human souls
who are sufficiently advanced in
knowledge and “ibadat. In this case no
Adam, who has become the object of
prostration of angels, can prove to be
the first or primordial man. However, it
is true that he can be the first man and
the father of man with respect to his
cycle only.
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Meaning & Wisdom

4

Afaq wa anfus

5
Al Ibrahim

6

Ayat (sing. ayah)
1)

The physical world and the
spiritual world:

If the external signs of God are called
material science, then His internal or
spiritual signs can certainly be called
spiritual science, because the external
world and the spiritual world and the

signs which appear in them, all belong
to Him (41:53).

Progeny of Ibrahim:

God says in verse (4:54): "Indeed, We
gave to Ibrahim's progeny the Book and
wisdom and We gave them a great
kingdom." The inheritance of the
heavenly Book, the ta'wili wisdom and
spiritual kingdom continue in this cycle
in the holy chain of the Imams of the
progeny of Muhammad (s.a.s.).

Signs, miracles:

Approximately fourteen hundred years
ago, the holy Qur’an had prophesied in
clear and unequivocal language that
soon Allah will start to show the signs
of His power, both in the external world
and in the internal world. Thus, without
any doubt we can say that those signs of
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22

Ayat
(2)

Ayat
3)

God have appeared today in front of
people in the form of material science
and its inventions and tomorrow the
same signs are going to do their work
astonishingly in the personal world in
the form of spiritual science (41:53).

Signs of Divine power:

It is mentioned in verses (51:20-21):
"And there are signs (miracles) in the
earth for the people of certitude
(muginin 1.e. the people of recognition)
and within yourselves (also). Will you
not then see?" The second verse is the
exegesis and the ta'wil of the first one,
as well as a wisdom-filled invitation to
the personal world. This is because the
miigin or ‘arif is the one who first
attains his own recognition and then the
recognition of God which is hidden in
the secrets of his own recognition.

Imam, who is the compendium
of all the signs of God:

Question: There are more numerous
signs of God in the heaven in
comparison to the earth, such as the sun,
the moon, the stars, etc., so what then is
the secret in alluding to the importance
of His signs in the earth?
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Ayat
“4)

Answer: The secret is that every human
being should recognise the compendium
of the signs in the universe and the
revealed light (5:15), who has
descended on the earth for the sake of
guiding him and is present here and he
1s the Imam-i mubin, the manifest Imam,
in whose pure personality there is
everything.

Miracles of knowledge:

According to verse (36:12) God, by His
perfect power, has encompassed every
subtle and inner thing of His
magnificent and unprecedented
kingdom in the Imam-i mubin. These
things are the quintessence of the
universe and the existents and the
compendium of His signs. Thus,
alluding to this fountainhead of
knowledge and wisdom and treasure of
the secrets of recognition (i.e. the Imam-
i mubin), it is said: "And there are signs
(miracles) in the earth for the people of
certitude and  within  yourselves
(potentially). Will you not then see?"
(51:20-21).
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24

10
Ayat
()

11
Ayat bayyinat

The luminous personality of the
Imam in which all signs are
encompassed:

Mawla ‘Al has said: "Ana ayatu'llahi
wa aminu'llah, i.e. I am Allah's signs
and I am the trustworthy of Allah."
(Kawkab, p. 208). Ayat in the sense of
the signs of Divine power or miracles,
are in four places: (i) The higher world,
(i1) the wise Qur’an, (iii) the external
universe and (iv) the personal world, but
according to the Qur'an (36:12) all these
ayat are encompassed in the light of the
Imam-i mubin. That is, his light is the
higher world, he is the speaking Qur'an,
the quintessence of the universe and a
luminous personal world in true sense.

Clear miracles:

It is said in verse (29:49): "Nay, it (the
Qur'an) is (the sum of) clear miracles in
the breasts of those who are granted
knowledge." These blessed personalities
in whose breasts the holy Qur’an is in

luminous form are the holy Imams from
the ahl-i bayt. (Da‘a'im, 1, 22)
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12

Abad (pl. abad)
(1)

13

Abad
(2)

14

Abad
3)

Timelessness, haziratu’l-qudus:

The recognition of everything is in abad
or the sacred Sanctuary (haziratu'l-
qudus) of the personal world, because
there the universe of knowledge and
wisdom is gathered together and
enfolded in the hand of God. Thus,
wherever abad 1is mentioned in the
Qur'an, azal is also mentioned at the
same place. God willing, by the help of
the Imam of the time, we will explain
this below.

Timelessness, haziratu’l-qudus:

The sacred Sanctuary, i.e. the greatest
treasure of secrets is in the light of the
forehead of the manifest Imam, where
God has gathered together all things
related to intellect, knowledge,
recognition and spirituality. The same
sacred light also rises in the forehead of
the perfect ‘arif for the sake of
recognition. Thus, azal, abad and other
realities are gathered together and

centred in the enclosure of the light of
the forehead.

Timelessness, haziratu’l-qudus:
Another wisdom-filled Qur'anic word in
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26

15
Ibda*
)

which azal and abad mean the same is
dahr (76:1). Dahr means immovable
time, which you can call azal from one
aspect and abad from another, although
in reality they both mean the same. O
my dears! it is extremely useful to
recognise dahr.

Note the wisdom of the word "maf “ul"
in seven places of the holy Qur’an
(4:47; 8:42, 44; 17:5, 108; 33:37;
73:18), which is that every work of God
is accomplished and every promise
fulfilled in the higher world. The people
who are mentioned as being pre-
eternally and post-eternally in paradise
are there without any beginning and any
end. Thus, this is an excellent definition
of azal and abad.

Origination, to bring into
existence a new thing:

Ibda“ means to originate something by
God through the command "Be". It
becomes clear from the wise Qur’an that
this act of God is continuous and
perpetual. Study carefully those eleven
places in the Qur'an where the word
"Be" is mentioned.
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16
Ibda“
(2)

17
Ibrahim (a.s.)

Origination, to bring into
existence a new thing:

Since the recognition of everything is in
the personal world, then the recognition
of ibda“ and "Be" is also hidden in it.
Thus, the meaning of the word "Be" in
the personal world is in one’s own
language in the most perfect form,
because whatever is said in the Qur'an is
applicable to the personal world, which
iIs a complete wuniverse and an
everlasting  kingdom  hidden in
everybody.

Ibrahim (a.s.), Imam, Single
Soul:

God by His perfect power gathers
everything in the Perfect Man, as
mentioned in verse (16:120): "Verily,
Ibrahim was an ummat (in his personal
world), obedient to God and inclined
only towards Him." Such a perfect and
consummate person is called the Single
Soul, who unites all human souls and
this is an extremely great favour of God
upon the people.
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28

18
Absar (sing. basar)

19
Abu Talib (a.s.)

20

Abawa'l-mu'minin

Eyes:
By eyes is meant the asas, because it is
he through whom spirituality can be
observed. Reflect carefully upon verse
(32:9).

Hazrat Abu Talib (a.s.):
He has said about the holy Prophet:

Wa lagad “alimtu bi-anna dina
Muhammadin,
Min khayri adyani'l-bariyyati dina
"Indeed, I have known that
Muhammad's religion,
as a religion is the best of the
religions of the people."

(4bu Talib - Mu’minu Quraysh, p. 161)

Parents of the mu'mins:

The holy Prophet has said: "I and you,
O °Ali, are the (spiritual) parents of
mu'mins." That is, natiq and asds are the
spiritual parents of mu'mins, then asas
and Imam, then Imam and hujjat and in
the cycle of resurrection, the Imam
himself is both the spiritual father and
mother of the mu'mins (male and
female). (al-Majalis, 1, 27).
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21

Abwab al-jannah
(1

22

Abwab al-jannah
)

The doors of collective paradise:

It is said in a Hadith: "The gates of
paradise are eight." (al-Mu‘jamu’l-
mufahras, 1, p. 302; Muslim, I, 57).
Since there are eight paradises: 6 natigs,
ga'im and khalifah of ga'im, therefore
their abwab (sing. bab), i.e. gates too,
are eight. These eight paradises are with
respect to the major cycle. With respect
to the minor cycle, they are: 6 imams,
mutimm (the Imam who completes a
cycle) and (his) khalifah and their
abwab are also eight. (Regarding
appointing khalifahs, see verse 24:55).

Eight gates of paradise:

The above-mentioned eight living
paradises are also the bearers of the
Throne as mentioned in verse (69:17):
"And eight (angels) will uphold the
Throne of their Lord that day, above
them." This verse shows that the Throne
(light of intellect = Kingdom of God) is
based on these eight great hudiid and so
they are the bearers of the Throne, as
well as eight living paradises. Thus,
there are eight gates of the collective
paradise.
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30

23

Abwab al-jannah
€))

24

Abwab al-jannah
C))

Eight hudiid-i din, the eight
ranks of religion:

The Throne is based on eight ranks:
Kursi and seven heavens. They are the
same eight bearers of the Throne as well
as the eight paradises, whose gates are
called abwabu's-sama' (gates of the
heavens), namely the gates of paradise,
as mentioned in verse (7:40): "Verily,
those who belie Our signs and turn away
in haughtiness from them, the gates of
heaven shall not be opened for them,
nor shall they enter paradise until the
camel passes through the eye of the
needle."

The eight gates of paradise:

God says in verse (78:12): "And We
have built above you seven strong
(heavens)." According to us these seven
strong heavens are spiritual heavens
which, due to being with the Holy Spirit
and the Perfect Intellect, are also the
seven paradises, and when paradise is
created in the personal world of the
salik, together they become eight
paradises.
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25

Abwab al-jannah
)

26

Abwab al-jannah
(6)

Gates of paradise:

Hazrat Adam, Hazrat Nuh, Hazrat
Ibrahim, Hazrat Musa, Hazrat ©Isa,
Hazrat Muhammad and Hazrat Qa'im
are the seven spiritual heavens and the
seven paradises. In the sense of heaven
and paradise they are above all people,
therefore the spiritual journey of their
recognition, though not impossible, is
extremely difficult and arduous. Thus,
when the salik attains the treasure of
recognition (hidden treasure), then
together with it the paradise of deeds
(jannatu'l-a“mal) is created in his
personal world. Thus, in this respect
there are eight paradises and their gates,
too, are eight.

The eight gates of paradise:

O the light of my eyes! Study carefully
verse (55:33) in which is mentioned the
journey of the spiritual heavens and
earth. This journey although it is
extremely difficult, is not impossible.
You can accomplish this journey
through "sultan". "Sultan" means guide,
proof, power, overpowering, authority
or king, namely the Imam, in whom all
useful meanings are encompassed. That
is to say that, it is the luminous
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32

27
Ajnihah (sing. janah)

28

Ahsana

recognition of the Imam which
encompasses everything.

Wing, arm:

See verse (35:1): "Praise belongs to
Allah, the Originator of the heavens and
the earth, Who made the angels with
wings, two, three and four." Here it is
important to note that the wings of
angels are not like those of birds.
Rather, they fly by (the power of)
Divine remembrance (dhikr-i ilahi).
Therefore, the two names of dhikr are
called two wings, three names, three
wings and four names, four wings.
However, it should be remembered that
the dhikr of angels is automatic. That is,
the dhikr of the supreme Name (ism-i
a‘zam) continues automatically in their
hearts and souls.

He made it beautiful:

It is mentioned in verse (40:64): "He
(God) made your form and made it
beautiful and provided you with good
things (fayyibat, fragrances)." That is,
first He created you in the human form,
then He will create you in the form of
jinns, who are beautiful and handsome
and your nourishment will be in the
form of fragrances.
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29

Ahsanu

(1)

30

Ahsanu

2)

The very best:

O my dears! Remember that "ahsan" is
one of the magnificent subjects of the
Qur'an. Those who truly love the Book
of Allah must reflect on such subjects. It
should also be remembered that every
rukii of the Qur'an has a separate
heading. Thus, the beginning of the
third rukii“ of the surah of Zumur is
related to Divine remembrance (39:22-
23). The purport of this is that He
expands the breasts of those who
remember Him with effacement and
annihilation and makes them the place
of the light of knowledge and wisdom.
It is also said that there is perdition for
those who, due to callousness of the
heart, are deprived of the countless
benefits of Divine remembrance.

The very best:

In verse (39:23) there is the praise of the
holy Qur’an externally and of the ism-i
a‘zam internally, because the chosen
ones of God remember Him by His ism-
i a‘zam, which is "ahsanu'l-hadith (the
best speech)”, and is from God. It is a
book full of ta'wil which is read
repeatedly and by its regular dhikr, the
bodies of those who fear God tremble,
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34

31

Ahsanu

C))

32

Ahsa
(1)

then their bodies and hearts become
tender and tend to the miraculous dhikr
of Allah.

The very best:

It is very amazing that the bodies shake
under the influence of the dhikr of the
ism-i a‘zam or supreme Name. That is,
the state of spiritual quake occurs to
them. This shows that one of the adhkar
(pl. of dhikr) is called bodily dhikr
(dhikr-i badani). However, a question
arises: What is in the body? The answer
is that the body is composed of cells.
Further, what is in the cells? The answer
is that there are countless souls. The last
question is: whose souls are they? The
answer is that they are the souls of the
people of the earth, in which all of us
are included.

He has encompassed them:

One should reflect upon verses (19:93-
95) with love and yearning in order to
understand the extremely great secret of
secrets of how God encompasses all
creatures of the heavens and the earth at
the place of Intellect, and grants them
the integrity and unity of one number
and makes them one individual, so that
they may have recourse to His unity.
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33

Ahsa
(2)

34

Ahsa
3)

35
Adhdhin

He has encompassed them:

It is said in verse (78:29): "And We
have encompassed everything in (the
form of) a book." The meaning of
everything cannot be complete without
intellects and souls, nor can a merely
silent book possess all intellectual and
spiritual (moving) things. Therefore, it
is true to say that this is a description of
the speaking book, i.e. the Imam-i
mubin.

He counted:

"And He has counted everything in a
(special) number." (72:28) That is, He
has encompassed everything in a single
number.

Call!:

"And call to pilgrimage among the
people (an-nas)." (22:27). The spiritual
revolution (personal resurrection) of
Hazrat Ibrahim was the major
pilgrimage (hajj-i akbar) for all people.
Here the word "an-nas" is used for the
people of the entire world. All spiritual
powers did their respective work in his
personal world, by the command of
God, and the power of Hagzrat Israfil

35



Word

Meaning & Wisdom

36

36

Ara'ik (sing. arikah)
(1)

37
Ara'ik
(2)

invited the representative particles of the
people of the entire world to it (22:27).

Thrones:

Verse (36:56) says: "They and their
wives, will be in pleasant shades
reclining on (decorated and bedecked
royal) thrones." By these thrones are
meant the subtle bodies which are
enriched with the everlasting wealth of
the Holy Spirit and Perfect Intellect and
they can fly like the spiritual royal
throne of Hazrat Sulayman. Reclining
on the royal thrones has three meanings:
(1) to depend on the subtle body for
cosmic flights, (ii) to depend on the
Holy Spirit for spiritual bounties, (iii) to
have recourse to the Perfect Intellect for
intellectual bounties.

Royal thrones:

Ard'ik are mentioned in five places of
the wise Qur’an. Since the supreme
bounty for the people of paradise is the
great kingdom, therefore to translate
them as "Royal thrones" is quite correct.
Further, there are other blessed verses
which testify that there is a great
kingdom in paradise for the souls of the
first rank.
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38

Araba‘in

(1)

39

Araba‘in

2)

Forty, chillah, i‘tikaf:

It is said in verse (7:142): "And when
We did appoint for Musa thirty nights
(of solitude) and added to them ten, and
he completed the whole time of forty
nights appointed by his Lord." On this
occasion although Hazrat Miusa had
done the “ibadat of forty days and
nights, but in the mention of nights
only, there can be many wisdoms. One
wisdom, according to the Qur'an (73:6)
is that the vigil of the night is most
effective in crushing the carnal soul and
in acquiring good speech. The “ibadat of
the above-mentioned time is both
chillah as well as i‘tikaf.

Forty, forty days “ibadat, chillah,
i‘tikaf:

The holy Prophet has said in a Hadith:
"Whoever worships God sincerely for
forty days, God opens his heart, expands
his chest and loosens his tongue to
speak with wisdom even though he may
be very weak in speaking and
understanding”.  (Jami‘atu’l-Jami‘ah,
pp. 28-29; Ahadith-i Mathnawi, p. 196)
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38

40

Araba‘in

C))

41
Arba‘ina hadda

Forty, forty mornings:

It is said in a sacred Hadith: "1 kneaded
the clay of Adam for forty mornings
with both My hands." This sacred
Hadith is about the inner and spiritual
creation of Hagzrat Adam. By this is
meant that special i‘tikaf and chillah of
Hazrat Adam in which he was born
intellectually, because the Perfect Man
is internally born twice: first at the place
of soul and then at the place of intellect.

Forty hudud (ranks) of religion:
When the holy Prophet completed forty
years of age, he received revelation, as
alluded in verse (46:15). The extremely
great wisdom of this number is
mentioned in the Sara'ir (p. 83), as
follows: The first natig, his wasi and six
Imams together are eight, and this law
continues in the case of every natiq.
Thus there were forty great hudud of the
five natigs from Hazrat Adam up to the
advent of the holy Prophet. This was the
reason why the holy Prophet was
granted Prophethood after forty years.
That is, when the forty hudud of religion
had worked for the purpose of his
advent.
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42
Arz

43

al-Arz al-muqaddasah

(1)

44

al-Arz al-muqaddasah

2)

Earth, countless earths of God:

In verse (7:128) God says: "Musa said
to his people: Seek the help of Allah and
have patience. Verily the earth belongs
to Allah. He gives it for an inheritance
to whom He wills among His servants.
And the good end is (only) for the
righteous ones”.The earth does not
mean only the planet on which man
lives, rather the extremely vast earth of
paradise consists of the personal worlds,
the external world and the internal
world. It is because of this that the vast
earth of God is praised in the wise
Qur’an (29:56; 39:10).

Holy land/earth:

It is said in verse (5:21): "(Mausa said:)
O my people! Enter the holy land which
Allah has assigned to you." By this land
is meant the personal world which can
be conquered by absolute obedience to
the Imam of the time and through
spiritual jihad.

Holy land/earth

The observations of the inner light and
the personal world include the precious
treasures of the sacred recognition of the
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al-Arz al-muqaddasah

al-Arz al-muqaddasah

al-Arz al-muqaddasah

40

45

3

46

Q)

47

C))

Prophets and Imams. Reflect upon the
wisdom-filled words of verse (5:20):
"When He made Prophets from among
you, and made you kings."

Holy land/earth:

How wondrous is this great secret that
the luminous manifestation of all
Prophets and Imams takes place in the
personal world. And it is because of this
that it is called the holy land, in which
lie innumerable blessings for the
mu'mins and it is from here that they
become kings (5:20).

Holy land/earth:

One of the Qur'anic names of the true
Imam is malik (pl. muluk, 5:20)
meaning "king", and the mu'mins who
become annihilated in the Imam (fana’
fi'l-imam), through obedience to and
ardent love for him, also become kings
in spirituality and in paradise.

Holy land/earth:

It is said in a Hadith: <O the children of
‘Abdu'l-Muttalib, obey me so that you
may become the kings and rulers of the
earth”. (Da‘a’im, 1, pp. 15-16). This
Hadith clearly means that those who
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48

Arwah (sing. ruh)
(1)

49

Arwah
(2)

obey the holy Prophet can attain the
everlasting kingdom in the personal
world and paradise.

Souls, souls of every kind of
martyrs:

The holy Prophet has said about the
souls of martyrs: “The souls of martyrs
live in the bodies of green birds, who
have lanterns suspended from the
Throne. They roam about in paradise
wherever they want and come back to
their lanterns.” (Muslim, 111, 1502)

This Hadith is like a key to the gates of
the wisdom that this great bliss is
attainable not only to the external
(physical) martyrs, but also to the
internal (spiritual) martyrs. Further
every mu'min also has the status of a
martyr. Thus, it is a special favour of
God to mu'mins that, after their
martyrdom or a death similar to it, they
are granted the subtle body, the code
name of which is “bird”.

Souls, subtle persons:

Bird, subtle body, angel, a believing
jinn, paradisiacal attire, ibda‘i body,
astral body, celestial body, etc., are all
names belonging to the same one thing
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42

50

Arwah
3)

51

Arwah
4)

and that is the subtle man as mentioned
in verse (36:81): "Is not He Who created
the heavens and the earth able to create
the likes of them (subtle bodies)?"

Souls, soul at its original place,
the upper end of the thread of
soul:

Those luminous and wisdom-filled
lamps which are suspended from the
supreme Throne are the manifestations
of knowledge and the recognition of the
light of Intellect. These are the supreme
bounties of paradise with which the
people of faith have an azali and abadi
link. The purport of one of the faramin
of the exalted Imam is that every
mu'min should look towards his original
abode.So, my dears! Continue to pray to
the Lord of Honour that may He grant
you the inner eye. Amin!

Souls:

It is mentioned in a Hadith: "The souls
were (and are) (in the form of)
assembled armies." (Muslim, 1V, 2031-
32; Lughat, Jim, p. 111). This Hadith is
an exegesis of verse (48:4): "Allah's are
the armies of the heavens and the earth."
Where there is the mention of war,
resurrection and true da‘wat (da‘wat-i
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Arwah
)
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Arwah
(6)

54

Arwah
(7)

haqq) in spirituality, there too, are the
armies of souls and their chief.

Souls:

It is said in a Hadith: "Souls of mu'mins
in a garden (of paradise) are like the
forms of (their) bodies." (Lughat, Ra’, p.
147). This Hadith shows that the soul of
mu’'mins in paradise is in the form of a
young body, but it is unprecedented in
beauty and elegance.

Souls, paradisiacal attires which
are with intellect and soul:

By the grace of God, when mu'min men
and women will enter paradise, they will
be greatly surprised to see that the
copies of their subtle personality
adorned with intellect and soul, are
already in paradise. These living and
speaking copies are paradisiacal attires,
because the essential beauty of paradise
is that everything in it has pure life and
perfect intellect. Therefore, it speaks
and scatters the gems of knowledge and
wisdom.

Collective soul, Perfect Man:
In verse (29:64), God says: "This life of
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Arikah (pl. ara'ik)

56

Uzlifat
(1)

the world is not more than sport and
play and the abode of the real life is the
abode of the hereafter, if they but
knew." In this verse there is a special
word "al-hayawan" which Hakim Pir
Nasir-1 Khusraw has read in the sense of
"living". This means that paradise is in
the form of a perfect rational animal, i.e.
man, who is the Perfect Man. (See
Wajh, p. 41).

Adorned and embellished
throne:

God says in verse (36:56): "They and
their wives, will be in pleasant shades,
reclining on (decorated and bedecked
royal) thrones." No throne in paradise is
without intellect and soul, therefore, by
these thrones are meant astral bodies,
each of which in itself is a subtle
personal world.

It is brought near:

O my dears! According to the Qur'an,
the length and width of paradise is like
that of the universe. However, in the
personal world where the resurrection
takes place, it is brought near, as
mentioned in verse (50:31): "And
paradise shall be brought near to the
righteous ones, not far off." That is, true
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Uzlifat
(2)

58

Azwaj (sing. zawj)

59

Azwaj mutahharah

paradise is in the Universal Intellect and
the Universal Soul, with whom the
personal world has a link when the
resurrection takes place.

It is brought near:

When paradise is brought near, spatial
and temporal distance come to an end,
the infinite time being created by the
vast universe and its movement is
shrunk and the past and future are
assimilated in the present. In this state
all the miracles of the Prophets are also
brought near. Now imagine which
bounty is lacking in paradise! If some of
the people of paradise want to observe
the unique beauty of the miracle of
mi‘raj of the holy Prophet, would it be
possible or not?

Pairs:

Other than God, nothing is single,
therefore all things are in pairs. Thus
man also is a pair within himself. That
is, he is in paradise as well as outside
paradise. (36:36; 55:52; 11:40; 51:49).

Purified wives:
Mutahharah (purified) is the past
participle of the infinitive fathir (to
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Aslama

(1)
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Aslama

2)

purify). It should be noted that in
paradise there are three types of
purification: the replacement of the
dense body by the subtle body, the
blessings of the satisfied soul and those
of the perfect intellect. In short, men and
women are all purified in paradise
(2:25; 3:15; 4:57).

He submitted, he became
obedient:

Islam primarily means: "to submit to
someone". The religion of Islam is so
called because of the fact that whoever
accepts it, surrenders himself to God
and obeys His commands. So to say that
Islam is the name of obedience to God
is correct. (Qamiis, p. 56). For instance,
aslama wajhahu li'llahi (He submitted
his (spiritual) face to God, 4:125).
Indeed, this act is in the sense of
annihilation and monoreality, as
explained in the following:

He submitted, he became
obedient:

In verse (4:125) God says: "And who is
better in religion than he who has
submitted his (spiritual) face to God,
and is righteous and follows the way of
Ibrahim, the hanif (one who scorns the
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Aslama

3)

false creeds surrounding him and
professes the true religion). And God
took Ibrahim for (His chosen) friend."

Thus, the greatest secret of the religion
of Islam is in submitting one’s
(spiritual) face to God, the example of
which is in fana' fi'llah (annihilation in
God) and baga' bi'llah (survival in God)
or monoreality. For instance, God
creates Hagrat Adam in His Image
(strat-i Rahman). This Image belonged
to Him, but He granted it to Hazrat
Adam as well. Hazrat Adam submitted
it to God. That is, he merged in his
origin (as/ se wasgil). It is this act of
submission which is the religion of
Islam for everyone.

He submitted, he became
obedient:

In verse (28:88) God says: "Everything
is perishable except His Face (surat-i
Rahman)". That is, when an “arif has the
final didar (vision), it is the surat-i
Rahman in which he merges and attains
eternal life. In other words, this bliss is
called fana' fi'llah and baga' bi'llah.
This is the meaning of submitting the
spiritual face to God and in return
attaining the everlasting treasure of
sirat-i Rahman.
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Ism Adam

64

Ism a‘zam

65

Asma’' (sing. ism)

(1)

Name of Adam:

His proper name was Takhum b. Bijlah
b. Qawamah b. Waraqatu’r-Ruyadi
(Sara'ir, p. 31).

Supreme Name of God:

Imam Ja‘far as-Sadiq has said: "Allah
has concealed one name, i.e. the
supreme Name and He has 360 names."
(Lughat, Sin, p.175). The supreme
Name or the great secret is in two
forms: as a word and as a person. As a
word, it is "al-hayyu'l-qayyum" (the
Everliving, the Everlasting) (2:255; 3:2)
and as a person it is the True Guide, i.e.
the Prophet and the Imam of the time
(see Wajh, p. 124-29).

Names of God:

It is mentioned in a Hadith: "Indeed,
Allah has ninety-nine names. He who
memorises their number (and recites
them), enters paradise." (Sara’ir, p. 69).

It is not possible to understand the
meaning of this Hadith without ta'wil,
and the ta'wil is that all other names of
God are encompassed in His supreme
Name and that supreme Name is the
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Asma'

2

67

Uswah hasanah

(1)

Imam of the time. A mu’min who knows
this enters paradise, because this
knowledge is tantamount to
enumerating His ninety-nine names.

Names, blessed names of God:

It 1s mentioned in the Qur'anic story of
Hagzrat Adam in verse (2:31): "And He
(God) taught all (His great) names to
Adam." The blessed personality of the
holy Imam is the key supreme Name of
God adorned with all His exalted
attributes. In three places of the Qur'an
there is the wisdom-filled mention of
the asma’u’l-husna. Thus, the Imam of
the time taught Hazrat Adam his
representative supreme Name in which
all other beautiful names were hidden.

Example, pattern, worthy of
imitation, that which gives
consolation:

It is mentioned in verse (60:4): "There is
indeed an excellent pattern for you in
Ibrahim and those with him." This
clearly means that every mu'min who
walks on the spiritual path can reach its
ultimate destination by following the
True Guide and that destination is
indeed the Divine vision during mi‘raj
(spiritual ascent). Read also verse
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68

Uswah hasanah

2)

69

(1)

(33:21) about the ideal pattern of the
holy Prophet.

Excellent pattern:

In verse (33:21) God says: "Verily in
the Messenger of Allah you have an
excellent pattern for him who has hope
in Allah and the last day and remembers
Allah abundantly." The wisdom of this
verse shows that following the Prophet’s
excellent example continues upto
mi‘raj, where it comes to an end and
therefore this is a special good news for
the people of recognition.

The strongest in love for God:

In verse (2:165) God praises the
intensity of the love of mu mins for
Allah by saying “They are strongest in
love for God”. Such mu'mins are in fact
the true and ardent lovers of God.
Further in the same s#rah, in verse
(2:200) the mu’mins are commanded to
remember God as they remember their
fathers, rather more intensely (aw
ashadda dhikra). There are many ways
in which to accomplish this fruitful and
extremely useful act. One most effective
way is giryah-u zari, i.e. weeping and
shedding tears with humility, which
melts the carnal soul very easily and
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Ashaddu hubban li'llah
(2)

71

Ashrar (sing. sharir)

72

Ashab al-kahf
1)

results in remembrance of God and
intense and ardent love for Him.

The strongest in love for God:

God says in verse (2:165): "And those
who believe are the strongest in love for
God." This strongest love for God is
termed Divine love (“ishg-i ilahi).

The wicked people:

In verses (38:62-63) it is said: "And
they (people of hell) shall say: What has
happened to us that We do not see the
men we counted as wicked. Was it that
we took them (wrongly) for mockery, or
is it that our eyes turned away from
them." How lucky are those who are
wrongly considered among the wicked,
but, in reality they are good and hence
enter paradise and no trace of them is
found in hell. (see Wajh, p. 28).

The people of the cave:

This represents the spiritual miracle of
the personal world, in which the
spirituality and recognition of the seven
major cycles and the seven minor cycles
(18:9) is gathered together.
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Ashab al-kahf
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74

Istafa
(1)

75

Istafa
(2)

The people of the cave:

Just as God has encompassed all things
in the manifest Imam, similarly He
renews this act in the personal world.
Thus the ta'wili wisdom of the people of
the cave is also renewed in the personal
world according to this universal law.

He chose:

It is mentioned in verses (3:33-34):
"Verily, Allah chose Adam and Nuh and
the descendants of Ibrahim and the
descendants of ‘Imran above all
people." The chain of the descendants of
Ibrahim continues through Muhammad
(s.a.s.) and his descendants.

He chose, he selected:

It is mentioned in verses (3:33-34):
"Verily, Allah chose Adam (i.e. He
chose him for Prophethood and Imamat
from among the people of the time) and
Nuh and the descendants of Ibrahim and
the descendants of ‘Imran above the
people of the world (or the personal
worlds), offspring, one of the other."
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Ita“ah

77
Ati‘ni

78

A‘ma

Obedience to God, the Prophet
and the Imam:

The holy Prophet said to Hagrat “Ali:
"He who obeys me, indeed obeys Allah
and he who disobeys me, indeed
disobeys Allah and he who obeys you,
indeed obeys me and he who disobeys
you, indeed disobeys me." (al-
Mustadrak, 111, 121). This Hadith is an
exegesis of verse (4:59) about
obedience.

Obey me:

It is said in a Hadith-i qudsi: "O My
servant! Obey me, | will make you like
My Image (mithal = surat-i Rahman)
everliving that you will never die,
mighty that you will never be
humiliated and rich that you will never
be needy." (Arba“ rasa'il Isma‘iliyyah,
p. 15). This is the teaching of the
paradise of knowledge and the greatest
glad news.

Blind, blind of heart:

It is mentioned in verse (17:72): "And
he who is blind in this (world) will also
be blind in the hereafter, and far astray
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79
Af'idah (sing. fu'ad)

80

Uqtulu
0y

81

Uqtulu
(2)

from the (right) way." That is, whoever
does not follow the True Guide,
becomes benighted and he does not
have insight (inner eye) in this world
and the next.

Hearts:

The light of the hearts of mu'mins is
Hazrat ga'im, therefore it is this light
which is the real heart (32:9) and God
favours them by giving them such a
heart.

Kill, slay!:

History and exegesis are a different
matter and to discover the reality is
altogether a different matter from them.
Thus, the success of a salik lies in his
experience of the spiritual death prior to
the physical death, as it is mentioned in
numerous verses of the noble Qur’an,
such as verse (2:54): "So turn to your
Creator (practically) and slay your
(carnal) soul (through the essential
spiritual exercise, riyazat).” Try to
reflect on the wisdom of this verse and
to understand its meaning.

Kill, slay!:

Another verse in this connection is:
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"And if We had prescribed for them:
Slay your (carnal) soul (through
essential spiritual exercise), or go forth
from your dwellings, they would not
have done it, except a few of them: and
if they had done what they were
exhorted (to do), it would certainly have
been better for them, and more effective
for their steadfastness." (4:66)

"Qatl kun Fir‘awn-i nafs-i khwish ra
Dar zaman Musa-yi “Imranat kunam

Kill the Pharoah of your carnal soul
I will instantly make you Musa, the
son of “Imran”.

Aknan (sing. kinn, kann) Hiding places:

83

Albab (sing. lubb)
(1)

It is mentioned in verse (16:81): "And
He has made hiding places in the
mountains." That is, the Divine Word
and the mountain of Intellect allude that
your all-inclusive and universal life is
hidden, which you will come to know
only through recognition about where
you have been, are and will be.

Pure intellects:

The possessors of pure intellects (ulu'l-
albab) are praised in sixteen places of
the wise Qur’an. The wise Qur’an is a
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84

Albab
2)

85

Albab
3)

paradise of the marvels and wonders of
knowledge and wisdom from one end to
the other. Therefore, the soul-nourishing
scene of the garden and meadow of the
possessors of pure intellects cannot be
an ordinary scene! So try to fathom the
depth of the meaning of all these verses.

Pure intellects:

In verses (3:190-191) God says: "Verily,
in the creation of the heavens and the
earth, and the alternation of night and
day, are signs for the possessors of pure
intellects, who remember Allah,
standing, sitting and reclining, and
reflect on the creation of the heavens
and the earth ..."

Pure intellects:

If a fortunate mu'min wants to elevate
his soul by the bounties of constant
Divine remembrance, and to see how
rapidly and accurately the intellect
works by the help and power of Divine
remembrance, he should act upon the
above-mentioned teaching of the Qur'an
with purity of heart and high ambition
so that he may be among the possessors
of pure intellects.
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Alastu?
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Am I not?:

God says in verse (7:172): "Am I not
your Lord?" This is indeed the event of
the personal world. When a mu'min-i
salik reaches the rank of the truth of
certainty by Divine guidance and
providence and he is given all those
bounties and favours which are kept in
grades and degrees in the stages of
spirituality and intellectuality, then God
asks him and others like him: "Am I not
your Lord?" That is, have I not brought
you up spiritually and intellectually?
They will testify in their respective
times and say: O Bounteous Lord, why
not?

Covenant of "Am I not?":

Although apparently all people are
called the children of Adam, in reality, it
1S not so, because the inheritance of
vicegerency (khilafat) is implied in this
wisdom-filled word. Therefore, only the
Prophets and the Imams are his real
children and inheritors of his knowledge
and it is also possible for those who
follow their footsteps to be his children
and reach the covenant of "Am I not?"
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Alastu?
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Alastu?
4)

Place of vision and recognition:

The external and internal journey of the
higher world which is the world of
unity, is not possible in the disturbance
and noise of multiplicity, therefore, God
separated the world of particles (“alam-i
dharr) of the dhurriyyat (progeny, off-
spring) of the Perfect Man from his
loins which in due time annihilated in
him and became one with him. Then
God made him to be present at the upper
end of his soul and made him observe
and see it and made him a witness of
this great miracle. All these meanings
are contained in "wa ashhadahum ala
anfusihim" (7:172). Not only that, but it
also alludes to His holy vision and
supreme recognition. Thus the verse of
the covenant of "Am I not?" embraces
all spiritual and intellectual events.

Covenant of "Am I not?":

The children of Adam, namely the
Perfect Men were not in a particular
time, rather their chain always continues
in this world. Thus the extremely great
miracle of "Am I not?" continues to take
place in every age, according to the
"Renewal of similitudes". And it is a
fact that God always and continuously
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Alastu?
)
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Alastu?

(6)

creates personal worlds. Thus, it is
evident that the covenant of "Am I not?"
is renewed in the personal world of
every Perfect Man.

Verse of "Am I not?" (7:172):

Question: In verse (7:172) the children
of Adam are mentioned but not Adam
himself. What is the secret in this? Is
Adam exempt from this rule or is there
any other wisdom hidden in not
mentioning his name?

Answer: In the verse under discussion,
the Adam of the cycle is also
mentioned, because with respect to the
previous cycle, he is a son of Adam and
with respect to the present he is Adam
and the father of human beings.

(a) Treasure of vision, after
fana’ fi’llah and baqa’ bi’llah;
(b) Vision is both before and
after fana’ (annihilation):

As mentioned in the above, great
spiritual secrets are hidden in "wa
ashhadahum “ala anfusihim" (7:172).
That is, it indicates the sacred vision of
the Soul of souls. And it is a crystal
clear fact that the Supreme Soul or the
Soul of souls is the one by annihilating

59



Word

Meaning & Wisdom

60

92
Allah

93
Allahu yatawaffa

in which we can receive the highest life.
Thus, O the light of my eyes! try to
make a habit of thinking universally,
that God did not say "Am I not your
Lord?" except after granting universes
full of everlasting bounties, and the soul
of all bounties is the vision of God.

God:

"If you want the hereafter (paradise),
then keep your soul in the love of God,
you should always think about Him and
never forget Him even for a moment."
(Blessed farman of Hazrat Imam Sultan
Muhammad Shah, salawatu’llahi
“alayhi). 1t is only by following the
luminous guidance of the Imam of the
time in this world, that people can reach
God.

God takes (the souls):

God says: “God takes the souls at the
time of their death, and that which has
not yet died, in its sleep." (39:42). Man
is a complete universe in which there
are innumerable vegetative, animal and
rational souls, which constantly undergo
the process of partial death and
resurrection.
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Umm al-kitab
1)
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Umm al-kitab
(2)

Inspiration in the heart by God:

It is said in verse (91:8): "And He
inspired it of its perversity and its
righteousness." This inspiration is also
possible through the two companions
which are near the two ears of the heart.
This shows that inspiration is possible,
but it can be on different levels.

The original book:

Ummu'l-kitab is mentioned in verses
(13:39; 43:4). According to some
scholars it is the Guarded Tablet, and
according to others it is Mawla ‘Ali. We
hold the second view, because the
supreme Pen is the light of Muhammad
(s.a.s.) and the Guarded Tablet is the
light of °Ali (a.s.), as Mawla “Ali says:
"I am the Guarded Tablet". Thus, it is
Mawla “Ali who is the ummu'l-kitab
(Kawkab, p. 197, Wajh, p. 165).

The original book:

The importance and value of this
treasure of knowledge and wisdom,
mentioned in verse (13:39) s
inestimable: "Allah effaces and He
establishes whatsoever He wills, while
the original Book is with Him." That is,
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Umm al-kitab
3)
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Imam (pl. a’immah)

(1)

99
Imam

2)

when during every resurrection God
encompasses the entire universe in the
personal world of the manifest Imam,
everything other than the Face of God
(the Imam) is effaced and obliterated.
This is the meaning of effacing
everything except the writings of the
ummu'l-kitab.

The original book:

Mawla “Ali has said: "I am the Face of
God in the heavens and in the earth", as
mentioned in verse (28:88): "Everything
is perishable except His Face."
(Kawkab, p. 206). This same Face of
God, who is the manifest Imam, is also
the ummu’l-kitab, the Guarded Tablet,
as well as the Treasure of treasures.

Guide:

In verse (2:124) God says: "And
(remember) when his Lord tried Ibrahim
with certain words and he fulfilled them.
He said: Verily, I make you an Imam for
mankind." Question: What were these
words? Answer: They were the supreme
Names of God and His perfect words.

Guide:
According to the will of God, although
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C))
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Imam

Q)
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Imam

C))

the light of Imamat was always manifest
in the world of religion, He made it
prominent in the great personality of
Hagzrat Ibrahim. If this verse is observed
with insight, one becomes absolutely
sure that "Imamat is the wisdom-filled
fruit of the tree of Prophethood (14:24-
25)".

Guide:

See verse (21:73): "And We made them
Imams." It is in this sense that the Imam
is the proof of God over the people of
the time.

Guide:

Verse (17:71) says: "The day when We
will summon every people with their
Imam." Reflect carefully: Can some
people be exempted from the universal
principle of "every people"? Never.
Thus the chain of Imamat continues
from the time of Adam till the
Resurrection of resurrections.

Guide:

The light of Imamat is the same from
the beginning to the end, but the
physical attires are changed according to
the time. In this sense if Hazrat Ibrahim
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103
Imam

(6)

104
Imam

(7

is called the Imam of the first and the
last ones, this would be a fact with
respect to the one light, and this is the
attribute of every Imam.

Guide:

A special prayer of the Imams is
mentioned in verse (25:74) which is:
"And those who say: O our Lord! Grant
us of our wives and our offspring that
which refreshes our eyes and make us
Imam of the righteous ones." The
wisdom of this verse is that those who
pray in this way are the Imams, because
it is they who pray to become Imams in
the chain of their holy offspring
(dhurriyyat).

Guide:

By dhurriyyat are meant the particles
(dharrat) of soul. In verse (36:41) God
says: “And a sign unto them is that We
bore their dhurriyyat in the laden ark.”
This means that the spiritual particles or
offspring of each individual were in the
past and will be in the future as well.
Thus, it is a clear fact that with respect
to his dhurriyyat, light and luminosity,
every Imam is not only the Imam of the
present and the future, but has also been
that of the past. This is not
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Imam

®

106
Imam
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transmigration at all, rather it can be
called the renewal of similitudes
(tajaddud-i amthal).

Guide:

The ta'wili wisdom of the verse (11:17)
“Musa's Book was an Imam and a
mercy is that Hagzrat Harun was the
speaking Torah. And according to this
verse Mawla “Ali also, was the speaking
Qur'an as the witness of the Prophet,
because God has encompassed all
sublime things and all miracles in the
manifest Imam (36:12).

Guide:
The following Hadith 1s about the
virtues of the Qur'an: "Indeed,

everything has a heart and the heart of
the Qur'an is Ya-Sin (36)” (Tirmidhi, V,
162). One main reason for this title of
Ya-Sin is that the treasure of the
treasures of God is mentioned in it,
which is: "And We have encompassed
everything in the manifest Imam."
(36:12). That is, God enfolds the
universe in the living and the present
Imam and also unfolds it from him.
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Imam
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Imam
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Guide:

There is no doubt that the Omnipotent
God can revive every kind of dead, but
the greatest miracle in this connection is
to see how He revives in the Holy Spirit
those who die (by spiritual discipline)
before the physical death. Rest assured
that the phrase "Verily We revive the
dead ones" in the beginning of the verse
regarding the principle of Imamat is a
special allusion to this miracle, as
follows:

Guide:

The principle of Imamat is: "Verily We
revive the dead ones and We write down
what they have sent before them; and
their traces which they have left behind.
And We have encompassed every
(abstract and subtle) thing in the
manifest Imam." (36:12). In this
wisdom-filled verse, there is first the
mention of "the reviving of the dead",
which is an extremely important subject:
the subject of the annihilation in the
Imam, annihilation in the Prophet and
annihilation in God. These three
annihilations or, in reality, one
annihilation is in the pure love for the
Imam of the time.
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Imam
(12)

110
Imam al-Waqt

Guide:

Reflect duly and carefully upon this
wisdom-filled saying of Mawla °Ali:
"And you think that you are a tiny body,
while the great universe is enfolded in

"

you".

The above-mentioned state of human
beings is in two ways: potentially and
actually. Potentially, the external world
is enfolded in every individual.
Actually, it is the personal world of the
manifest Imam in which God has
encompassed the great world actually,
and as such, no subtle thing, such as the
Throne, the Pedestal, the Pen or the
Tablet, is excluded from it. In short, the
great world is centred and confined
within the manifest Imam
consummately and completely.

The Imam of the time:

It is said in a Hadith: "He who dies
without the recognition of the Imam of
the time, dies the death of ignorance and
the ignorant is in the Fire (Hell)".
(Wajh, p. 280). The wisdom in this is
that after God and the Prophet,
obedience to the ulu'l-amr (the Imam of
the time) is obligatory in order to attain
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Imam az-Zaman

(1)
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Imam az-Zaman
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113

Imam az-Zaman

3)

the precious treasure of knowledge and
recognition.

Obedience to the Imam of the
time:

It is said in a Hadith: “He who obeys
me, indeed obeys God and he who
disobeys me, indeed disobeys God, and
he who obeys the Imam, indeed obeys
me and he who disobeys the Imam,
indeed disobeys me.” (Ibn Majah, 11,
954)

Recognition of the Imam of the
time:

It is stated in a Hadith: “He who dies
and does not recognise the Imam of the
time, dies in the manner of the death of
ignorance.” (Lughat, Mim, p. 102)

Recognition of the Imam of the
time:

It is mentioned in a Hadith: “He who
dies without (obedience to) the Imam,
dies in the manner of the death of
ignorance.” (Ibn Hanbal, IV, 96 and al-
Mustadrak, 1, 113).
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Recognition of the Imam of the
time:

It is said in a Hadith: “He who dies and
does not recognise the Imam of the
time, dies in the manner of the death of
ignorance and the ignorant is in the
fire.” (Wajh, p. 280). That is, paradise is
where there is the city of knowledge and
the house of wisdom, whose door is the
‘Ali of the time (i.e. the Imam of the
time). And he who dies without the
recognition of the Imam of his time dies
in the manner of the death of the age of
ignorance and the ignorant is trapped in
the fire of ignorance.

Recognition of the Imam of the
time:

It is said in a Hadith: “He who dies
without the recognition of the Imam of
his time (dahr), dies in the manner of
the death of ignorance.” Imam Ja‘far as-
Sadiq was asked about the “Imam of the
time”. He said that by the Imam of the
time is meant the living Imam.
(Da‘a’im, 1, 25, 27).
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Imam of the time and
resurrection:

The same Imam said about verse
(17:71): “The day when We shall
summon every people with their Imam.”
By the Imam is meant the Imam of
every age. (Da‘a’im, 1, 27).

Community:

It is said in verse (2:213): "Mankind
were one community, then Allah sent
Prophets."

Question: According to verse (35:24):
"Never was there a community but a
warner has passed among them", where
was this one community before the
coming of the Prophets? And to which
cycle does this belong?

Answer: Since the idea of creation is not
linear but circular, there is no priority
and posteriority on the universal circle.
However, it is true that the higher world
has priority of honour over the lower
world, where all people were, are, and
will be only one community in the
luminous body.
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Amthal (sing. mathal)
(1)

Community:

All people are one community in the
world of particles (‘@lam-i dharr), and
the same is true in the Single Soul and
the subtle body. You can read the
example of Hazrat Ibrahim in verse
(16:120): “Verily Hazrat Ibrahim was an
ummah (community), obedient to God
and a chosen believer in one God
(muwahhid)."

Parables, likes, transformation
of likes:

Those who had become revived after
dying, had come to know that after
death the real life is only in the subtle
body, because the present body is not
created for paradise. It is suitable only
for this worldly life, as it is alluded in
verses (56:60-61): "And We are not to
be frustrated from changing your likes
(amthal) and creating you in a form you
do not know." That is, after death you
are going to receive the subtle body
which you do not know at all.
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Amr

Parables, likes, transformation
of likes:

In the wisdom-filled verse (76:28) it is
said: "We created them, and We have
made their joints strong, and when We
will, We will change their likes
(amthal)." That is, We will change them
from the dense into the subtle body.
This convinces us that the dense body is
not suitable for paradise, because it has
many weaknesses and defects.

Parables, likes, transformation
of likes:

"And when We will, We will change
their likes." (76:28). By this “like” is
meant the subtle body.

The word "Be'', command, the
world of command:

It is mentioned in verse (13:2): "He
continues to command one after the
other so that the ayar (signs) may
remain separate one from the other."

The secret of the soul is that it has come
from the world of command, not by
being disconnected, but like the rays of
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Anbiya'
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the sun, or like running water or like the
luminous rope or like an electric current
as mentioned in verse (17:85). That is,
the fountainhead of the soul and its
upper end is in the world of "Be!" from
where the stream of life flows
perpetually.

Command of God, act of God:

It is said in verse (33:37): "And the
(eternal) command of God has been
accomplished." That is, He does not
have any new action to perform. It is
only the chain of the renewal of
similitudes which continues without any
beginning or end and which has to be
SO.

Prophets:

It is said in a Hadith: "There are one
hundred and twenty-four thousand
Prophets, of whom three hundred and
thirteen are Messengers (mursalin)".
(Lughat, Nun, p. 4)

Categories of Prophets:

Hagzrat Imam Ja“far as-Sadiq said: There
are four categories of Prophets: (i)
Those who inform themselves and
nobody else, (ii) Those who see in

73



Word

Meaning & Wisdom

74

126
Anbiya'
€))

127

Insan
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dreams and hear voice, but they see
nothing in wakefulness nor are they sent
to a nation, (iii) Those who see in
dreams and hear voices and also do the
same in wakefulness. They are the u/u'l-
“azm. (iv) Those who see and hear in
dreams and see the angel. (Lughat, Niun,
p. 4, see also al-Kafi, 1, 326)

Prophets:

It is mentioned in a Hadith: "Indeed,
there are one hundred and twenty-four
thousand Prophets of God from the
children of Adam till the ga'im."
(Sara'ir, p. 200).

Mankind, human being:

When an “arif attains the vision of God
at the place of dahr (immovable time),
then, in reality, he becomes fana’ fi'llah,
and in this respect he has no trace at all
(76:1). God, according to His law of
creation, has created every human being
from a drop of mingled sperm (76:2).

Adam, man:

By reflecting adequately upon the
wisdom-filled way in which God has
mentioned man in the Qur'an, it can be
understood that God has made man the
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fountainhead and treasure of His
beginningless and endless miracles and
wonders. In origin he is one individual,
but in ramification he appears in the
form of innumerable individuals. If you
see him in the world of unity, he is one
individual, but if you see him in the
world of multiplicity, it is filled with
him in the form of individuals. He can
be jinn, angel and paradisiacal attire
being transformed from dense into
subtle by the command of God and if
God wills he can go even higher.
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