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Importance of Obeying the 
Farmans of the Imam of the Time
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Definition of Islam (contd.)

Does submitting to Allah’s will mean to be fatalistic?

Answer: Mawlana Sultan Muhammad Shah provides a succinct answer in Chapter 
8 of his Memoirs:

“In Islam the Faithful believe in Divine justice and are convinced that the solution 
of the great problem of predestination and free will is to be found in the 
compromise that God knows what man is going to do, but that man is free to do it 
or not.”
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When did Islam begin?

Some people have the notion that Islam was brought by Prophet Muhammad(ṣ) 
1445 years ago.

However, the teaching of the Qur’an is that all the Prophets have taught their 
followers to obey or submit.

Example: Prayer of Hazrat Ibrahim(a.s.) and Hazrat Isma`il(a.s.) (2:128):

“Our Lord! And make us submissive (Muslimayn) unto You and of our seed a 
nation submitting (Ummatam-Muslimat) unto You, and show us our ways of 
worship and relent towards us. …”
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Is Obedience/Submission in Religion only?

Context:

1. Ḥadīs: “Inna’llāha assasa dīnahu calā misāli khalqihi, liyustadalla bi-khalqihi 
calā dīnihi wa bi-dīnihi calā waḥdāniyyatihi.” = “Indeed, God has laid the 
foundation of His religion on the example of His creation so that the evidence 
of His religion may be taken from His creation and that of His Oneness from 
His religion.”

2. Examples from Society
3. One example from Nature
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Examples from Society

All human organisations have leaders and rules and laws that have to be followed:

a) Government - democracy or dictatorship - every citizen has to pay taxes and 
obey the laws

b) Hospitals
c) Educational Institutions
d) Business
e) Even Charitable organisations
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One example from Nature

Two distinctive categories in Nature:

Good Human Beings Wicked Human Beings

Humble, domesticated animals Wild, vicious carnivorous animals

Edible vegetation (crops, fruit, 
grass)

Poisonous, inedible vegetation

Fertile, soft arable soil Infertile, saline, stony soil
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Submission/Obedience in Religion
“Inna’lladhīna yubāyicūnaka innamā yubāyicūna’llāha yadu’llāhi 

fawqa aydīhim, fa-man nakatha fa-innamā yankuthu calā nafsihi, 

wa-man awfā bi-mā cāhada calayhu’llāha fa-sayu’tīhi ajran 
caẓīmā = 

Verily those who give baycat (oath of allegiance) to you (O 

Prophet), they verily give baycat to Allāh. Allāh’s Hand is on their 

hands. So whoever breaks his baycat, does so to his own soul’s 

loss, and whoever fulfils his covenant with Allāh, He will soon 

grant him immense reward” (48:10).
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Preamble of the Constitution of the Shia Imami Ismaili Muslims

D The authority of the Imam in the Ismaili Tariqah is testified by Baycah 
by the murid to the Imam which is the act of acceptance by the murid of 
the permanent spiritual bond between the Imam and the murid. This 
allegiance unites all Ismaili Muslims worldwide in their loyalty, devotion 
and obedience to the Imam within the Islamic concept of universal 
brotherhood. It is distinct from the allegiance of the individual murid to his 
land of abode.

9



What are the Benefits of Submission or Obedience?

1. The Holy Qur’an: Hazrat Ibrahim(a.s.)’s Prayer

14:36: “My lord! Indeed, they have led many of humankind astray. So whoso 
follows me, he verily is of me (Fa-man tabicanī fa-innahu minnī).”

4:54: “... So We bestowed upon the house of Abraham the Scripture and 
Wisdom and We bestowed on them a mighty kingdom (Fa-qad ātaynā āla 
Ibrāhīma’l-Kitāba wal-Ḥikmata wa ātaynāhum mulkan cazīmā).”
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The Scope of Obedience

1. The Holy Qur’an:

“And when Moses said unto his people: O my people! You have 
wronged yourselves by the choosing of the calf (for worship), so turn in 
penitence to your Creator, and kill yourselves (faqtulū anfusakum). That 
will be best for you with your Creator and He will relent towards you. Lo! 
He is the Relenting, the Merciful.” (Surah 2:54)
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What are the Benefits of Submission or Obedience?
2. Ginans:

a) Saloko Moto of Pir Shams(q):

“Satgur kahere amara vachan je manse, te chhe amare galeka har;
Tene galeka har kari rakhsun, tis momanke sukh-ka ant na par re .. 209
The Satgur (True Guide) says: Whoever obeys our words is the garland around our 
neck. We will keep them as the garland around our neck; that believer’s happiness will 
be unending and boundless”

b) Ek tirath vendhda by Pir Shams(q):

“Nate dhote se jiya gurdha farmaya kiya, awr nahin navna, nahin navna .. 02

Those who follow the farmans of the True Guide are bathing in a real sense, there is no 
other cleansing or bath than this.”
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What are the Benefits of Submission or Obedience?

2. Ginans continued:

c) Avo mara sami raja, dharmi raja by Pir Sadardin(q):

“Jire vira sat keri pavadie virabhai eyun chalore, jiyun sui kede dhaga .. 08

O brother, walk on the True Path as the thread follows the needle.”

d) Magajre moman marag ladho by Pir Hasan Kabirdin(q):

“Eji nahin kuchh hoeso to sarve kuchh thaeso,
Eva sarve kuchh shahjine bhaveji .. 02
O brother! Consider yourself nothing and you will become everything and such 
everything pleases the Lord.”
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What are the Benefits of Submission or Obedience?

3. Devotional Poetry:

Sayyidna Nizari Quhistani:

“When I firmly held the rope of God with willing submission,
I found deliverance from the pit of disappointment.
Where once my life was feeble, barren and perplexed, I found
Every particle burning bright like the sun.”

Sayyidna `Abd Allah Ansari:
Certainly, he who does not follow your guidance, though he be a dignitary of the court, 
goes astray.
By Almighty God! Whoever is disobedient to your command, even an elder of the court, 
becomes a child on the path!
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What are the Benefits of Submission or Obedience?

4. Mawlana Jalaluddin Rumi:
“O my noble (friends), slaughter this cow (the fleshly [carnal] soul), if ye desire to raise to life the 
spirits (possessed) of insight.

I died to the inorganic state and became endowed with growth, and (then) I died to (vegetable) 
growth and attained to the animal.

I died from animality and became Adam (man): why, then should I fear? When have I become 
less by dying?

At the next remove I shall die to man, that I may soar and lift up my head amongst the angels;

And I must escape even from (the state of) the angel: everything is perishing except His Face

Once more I shall be sacrificed and die to the angel: I shall become that which enters not into the 
imagination.” (Mathnawi, Book 3, verse 3900)
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What are the Benefits of Submission or Obedience?

Ḥadīs-i Qudsī:

“Yabna Ādam (ya+ibn+Ādam): Aṭicnī ajcaluka mislī ḥayyan lā tamūtu 
wa cazīzan lā tazillu wa ghaniyyan lā taftaqiru = O the child of Ādam! 
Obey Me, I will make you like Myself: everliving so you will never die 
and powerful so you will never be debased and self-sufficient so that 
you will never be needy.”

16



Conclusions:

➔ The very word ‘Islam’ means submission or obedience to God’s will through His 
wasilah/khalifah

➔ In the Qur’anic story of Hazrat Adam the ‘prostration’ of angels commanded by God 
was obedience

➔ The one who disobeyed became Iblis who was expelled from the Divine presence
➔ Submission/obedience is a contract - a two way matter and is fulfilled when a murid 

obeys the Imam, the Imam ensures his happiness in this world and his salvation in 
the next - (permanent spiritual bond)

➔ Disobedience is to wrong oneself or hold back the progress of one’s soul
➔ The holy Qur’an, Ginans, Devotional Poetry, Rumi and Ḥadīs-i Qudsī all consistently 

emphasise the benefits or rewards of total submission/obedience
➔ In the fulfilment of Baycah, the murid receives great rewards and the Imam is happy 

(89:27-30)
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STUDYING ALLAH’S CREATION

Prepared by: Meherangez Azeem
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FARMAN MUBARAK

“My Jama’at should always remember that ours is an intellectual 
tradition which premiates the pursuit of knowledge that is to be 
used better to understand Allah's creation and for the good of 
larger society.”

(Aiglemont, 11 July 2017)
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FARMAN MUBARAK

“Keep in mind also that in Islam, education is not for material purpose. 
Education is first to learn about Allah's creation - - that is the 
fundamental purpose of education in Islam. After that, your education 
is used for your own activities in your daily lives - - but in Islam, 
education is first to learn about Allah's creation. What does that mean? 
That means to learn about human life and, as you learn about human 
life, to put that learning to your benefit, to the benefit of your families, 
to the benefit of your future generations.”

(Islamabad, Pakistan, 14 December 2017) 
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FARMAN MUBARAK
“And in this world, when I mentioned education, be careful not to think of 
education only as a means of promoting worldly good. You educate 
yourselves, in Islam; to have a better understanding of Allah's creation, 
not only for the purpose of individual promotion. Yes, it is a vehicle for 
individual promotion, but not at the cost of the practice of the faith, of 
failing to understand din and duniya. You do not give up one for the 
other. During your lifetime, you care for both your faith and world. So I say 
to my spiritual children at this time in our history: remain true to our 
understanding of sirat al-mustaqim.”

(Mumbai, India, 27 September 2013)
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FARMAN MUBARAK

“Keep in mind that, historically, our Tariqah has premiated 
knowledge. It is part of our history. It is part of what we believe. It is 
part of what is important in order to understand, better to 
understand, Allah's creation - - and, therefore, the search for 
knowledge is part of our everyday lives - - and to share it.

(Atlanta, Georgia, USA, 14 March 2018)
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In verse (30:30) God says:

ِ ِ الَّتِي فَطَرَ النَّاسَ عَلَیْھَا ۚ لاَ تَبْدِیلَ لخَِلْقِ اللهَّ فطِْرَتَ اللهَّ
 ترجمہ: الله تعالیٰ کی فطرت وہی ہے جس پر اسُ نے لوگوں کو پیدا کیا۔ خدا کی

 پیدائش کا جو طریقہ مقرر ہے اسُ میں کوئی تبدیلی نہیں۔

“This is the nature (fitrat=creation) of God upon which He has 
created people. There is no change in the creation of God.” 
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FARMAN MUBARAK

“Islam does not deal in dichotomies but in all-encompassing unity. 
Spirit and body are one, man and nature are one. What is more, 
man is answerable to God for what man has created.”

(Speech to Asia society, New York, 25 September 1979)
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It is mentioned in a prophetic tradition: 

تِہ  سَ دِینَہ عَلیٰ مِثَالِ خَلقہِ لیُِستَدلَّ بِخَلقہِ عَلیٰ دیِنہ وَ بِدِینِہ علیٰ وَ حدَانِیَّ اِنَّ الله اسََّ

ترجمہ: یقیناً خدا نے اپنے دین کی بنیاد اپنی خلق کی مثال پر رکھی ہے تاکہ اسُ کے 
خلق سے اسُ کے دین پر اور اسُ کے دین سے اسُ کی وحدانیت پر دلیل لی جا سکے۔" 

"Indeed, God has laid the foundation of His religion on the 
example of His creation so that His creation may be adduced as 
evidence of His religion and His religion as evidence of His 
Oneness.”
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● What does the sun say?
● What do the clouds say? 
● What does the water say? 

(Chapter: Symbolic Language)
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EXAMPLE OF SUN

The Sun by the sign and symbol of its 
permanent existence and constant action 
says that just as all things of the external 
world exist and survive because of the 
material blessings of the sun, all the 
things in the world of religion exist by the 
favours and blessings of the sun of the 
light of guidance who is the Prophet or 
Imam of the Time. 
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The eye is of no avail if it does not receive light

From the sun or the moon, or from a burning torch, 

Similarly the intellect, during reflection by itself, 

Remains in the throes of doubt and bewilderment. 

Except when it is helped by a light from outside; 

Then it ascends the ladder of enlightened contemplation 

Sayyidna al-Mu’ayyad fi’l-Din al-Shirazi 

(Shimmering Light, p.47)
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EXAMPLE OF CLOUDS
Light of the sun enables the water to attain 
the wings of subtlety and purity and to fly 
towards the height of the atmosphere. Thus, 
the clouds in the language of signs and 
wisdom say that those who obey the light of 
guidance, their fortunate souls are purified 
and liberated from the physical and spiritual 
densities and fly to the heights of the higher 
world. 
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EXAMPLE OF WATER

In the language of wisdom water 
always says to the people that just as 
you wash and purify your bodies in 
physical water, you wash and purify 
your souls in the water of true 
knowledge. 
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FARMAN MUBARAK

“Allah’s creation is eternal and part of His creation is man’s own mind … 
And remember because that creation is eternal, and it knows no limits 
in time, Allah may create today, He may create tomorrow, and therefore 
it is quite possible that what is not discoverable today may become 
discoverable by tomorrow.” 

(Toronto, Canada, 26 April 1983)
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FARMAN MUBARAK
“Islam does not accept this conflict, that Islam on the contrary overcomes 
the conflict through its message by explaining that Allah’s creation is 
continuous, and that it is total, and that it is limitless. And therefore in the 
message of Islam, science is one means by which man perceives Allah’s 
creation, His continuing limitless creation … Man and his soul are the 
creation of Allah and therefore it is unwise to view science as a method of 
perceiving man’s dominance of his surroundings. Man does not control 
his surroundings and the more man learns and understand his 
surroundings, the more the Islamic perception of life becomes important 
and comprehensible.”

(Vancouver, Canada, 21 April 1983)
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EXCERPT FROM MEMOIRS OF THE AGA KHAN

“The creation according to Islam is not a unique act in a given time 
but a perpetual and constant event.”

(Islam the religion of my ancestors)

“اسلامی تصور کے مطابق تخلیق ایک وقتِ معین میں کسی منفرد عمل سے عبارت 
نہیں بلکہ وه ایک دائم اور مسلسل واقعہ ہے۔" 

[ اسلام میرے مورثوں کا مذہب ]
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No beginning and no end

   CONCEPT OF 
     CREATION
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In the verse (41:53) God says: 

ھُ الْحَقُّ نَ لَھُمْ أنََّ ىٰ یَتَبَیَّ سَنُرِیھِمْ آیَاتِنَا فيِ الآْفَاقِ وَفيِ أنَفسُِھِمْ حَتَّ
ترجمہ: عنقریب ہم انُ کو اپنی نشانیاں آفاق  میں بھی دکھائیں گے اور انُ کے انفس 

میں بھِی یہاں تک کہ انُ پر یہ حقیقت روشن ہو جائے کہ وه برحق ہے۔ 

"Soon We will show them Our signs on the horizons (of the 
world) and also within themselves, until it will be manifest 
unto them that He is the Truth".
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EXAMPLE OF THREE BOOKS

1. The Quran (The Silent Book)
2. The Macrocosm (The Book of Universe)
3. The Microcosm (The Book of Personal World)
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PRINCIPLE OF EXCELLENCE

● Among stones the most excellent are gems and among gems, the ruby. 
● Among the heavenly Books, Quran is the most excellent, and the most 

excellent from its surahs is the Sūratu’l-Fātihah, which is in the position of 
Ummu’l-Kitāb,  the Mother of the Book. 

● The most excellent among trees are fruit-bearing ones and among them the 
date palms tree is the best. 

● Among humans, excellent one is the Perfect Man who is who is the 
embodiment of the Universal Intellect and the Universal Soul. 
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MAJORITY AND MINORITY
أكَْثَرَھُمْ یَجْھَلوُنَ

أكَْثَرُھُمْ لاَ یُؤْمِنُونَ

 أكَْثَرُھُمُ الْفَاسِقوُنَ

أكَْثَرُھُمْ لاَ یَعْقِلوُنَ

أكَْثَرَھُمْ لاَ یَعْلَمُونَ

● Most of them are ignorant. 
(6:111)

● Most of them do not believe. 
(2:100)

● Most of them are disobedient. 
(3:110)

● Most of them do not reason. 
(5:103)

● Most of them do not know. 
(6:37)
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MAJORITY AND MINORITY

● Few of my servants are grateful.

(34:13)

● They believe not, except for a few.

(4:46)

● They were not understanding except 
for few. (48:15)

نْ عِبَادِيَ الشَّكُورُ قَلیِلٌ مِّ

یُؤْمِنُونَ إلاَِّ قَلیِلاً

لاَ یَفْقَھُونَ إلاَِّ قَلیِلاً
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PRINCIPLE OF EXCELLENCE

● Among stones the most excellent are gems and among gems, the ruby. 
● Among the heavenly Books, Quran is the most excellent, and the most 

excellent from its surahs is the Sūratu’l-Fātihah, which is in the position of 
Ummu’l-Kitāb,  the Mother of the Book. 

● The most excellent among trees are fruit-bearing ones and among them the 
date palms tree is the best. 

● Among humans, excellent one is the Perfect Man who is who is the 
embodiment of the Universal Intellect and the Universal Soul. 
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وَ تَحسَبُ انََّکَ جِرم صَغِیر 

وَ فیِکَ انطَوَی العَالَمُ الاکَبَر 

ترجمہ: اور تُو خیال کرتا ہے کہ تُو ایک چھوٹا سا جسم ہے، حالانکہ تجھ میں عالمِ اکبر 
لپٹا ہوا ہے۔ 

“You think that you are a small body, while the macrocosm is 
folded within you”. 

(Saying of Mawlana Ali)
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AN EXCERPT FROM HAZIR IMAM’S LETTER

“Islam is fundamentally in its very nature a natural religion. Throughout the Quran 
God’s signs (Ayāt) are referred to as the natural phenomenon, the law and order of 
the universe, the exactitudes and consequences of the relations between natural 
phenomenon in cause and effect. Over and over the stars, sun, moon, 
earthquakes, fruits of the earth and trees are mentioned as the signs of Divine 
power, Divine law and Divine order. Even in the Ayah of Nur, [the] Divine is referred 
to as the natural phenomenon of life and even references are made to the fruit of 
the earth. During the great period of Islam, Muslims did not forget these principles 
of their religion.”

(Letter to H.E. Dr. Zahid Hussain, President of Arabiyyah Jamiyyat, “What 
have we forgotten in Islam?”, Karachi, Paksitan)
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THANK YOU
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BROTHERHOOD  
& 

SISTERHOOD 

IN THE LIGHT OF FARAMIN MUBARAK OF  
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• Brotherhood in the world of Humanity 

• From Jamats of different parts of the World to one Global Jamat 

• What to achieve and How to achieve with Global Brotherhood 

• Is Brotherhood Cure / Remedy to many of Spiritual diseases? 

• Conclusion 
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BROTHERHOOD, ONE OF THE CORE PREMISES 
OF OUR FAITH 

• WHAT’S THE REALITY OF HUMAN EXISTENCE? 

 

 Quran Says (Surah 31 Verse 28): 

حِدَةٍ ۗ لََّ كَنفَْسٍۢ وََٰ
ِ
ا خَلقُْكُُْ وَلََ بعَْثكُُُْ إ  مَّ

 Translation: “Your creation and resurrection is but (the creation and 

 resurrection of) a Single Soul.” 

 

While we, having two existences (the Higher “I” and the Lower “I”), and per the higher existence, 

we all are related to each other spiritually regardless of differences in physical attributes. Thus, all 

the human beings belong to one single origin, the Single Soul or Nafs-I Wahida. 
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BROTHERHOOD, ONE OF THE CORE PREMISES 
OF OUR FAITH (Contd.) 

 In the same context, if we study Surah 49 Verse 10 of Holy Quran which says: 

خْوَة  
ِ
لمُْؤْمِنوُنَ إ

 
َّمَا ٱ ن

ِ
 إ

 Translation: “The Mu’mins are surely brothers.” 
 

 And a Hadith, in which Prophet Muhammad (SAW) said: 

 “Mu’mins are surely brothers and Prophets are like a single soul.” 

[Book: Mi’raj-I Ruh (Urdu) by Prof. Dr. Allamah Nasir-al Din Nasir Hunzai, pg 30.  

English Translation: Ascent of Soul, pg 28] 

It is evident that although humanity is scattered at the lower levels, it is united at the higher level 

and at the height of the Universal Soul, it is like a single soul from pre-eternity to post-eternity. 
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BROTHERHOOD, ONE OF THE CORE PREMISES 
OF OUR FAITH (Contd.) 

 Another Hadith of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) reflects the same purport by calling 

humanity as God’s household. 

       Prophet Muhammad (SAW) said: 

 “People are God’s household, and the most beloved to God is the one who 

 helps His Household and makes them happy…”  

[Book: Da’aimul-Islam (Arabic), Volume 2, pg 320] 

 

 Mawlana Sultan Muhammad Shah (S.A.) also explained the same as: 

 “You are my spiritual children but [remember that] soul is only one.”  

     [Bombay,  India, 1995] 
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MOSCOW, RUSSIA  
29 JANUARY 1995 

….But remember that all my murids, wherever you come from, are brothers and 

sisters, and put that relationship into your lives. Remember also that your relationship 

to each other, and your relationship to the Imam, is one of a spiritual bond.  
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BROTHERHOOD IN ISMAILISM 

 Brotherhood in Ismailism to; 

• Look after the underprivileged  

• Stand by each other in difficulties 

• Share competencies and knowledge 

• Help in raising quality of life 

• Build institutions in order to serve jamat better 
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MAPUTO, MOZAMBIQUE  
12 AUGUST 1998  

The accumulation of wealth is to protect and care for the family, the Jamat. That which 
is in excess, then be generous with it. That is the ethic of our faith. The question is not 
only, “What have I achieved?"; the question is, "What have I helped others to achieve?" 
That is the notion of social conscience in Islam.  

You must ask those questions of yourselves and, if you ask them properly, then I think, 
you will find the correct answers, and you will be happy with the answers, because 
they will give you a sense of living daily within the ethic of the faith. So it is important, 
in the decades ahead that, though you live in Occidentalized societies, the ethics of our 
Tariqah should be those which guide you in your attitudes to everyday life.  
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KARACHI, PAKISTAN  
17 DECEMBER 2017 

And I want my jamat to know that, as your Imam, I sense the feeling of brotherhood 

around the world when it is functioning, because murids when they are in difficulty, 

come to me. When they do not come to me, it is that you are working well. Do you 

follow me? Good, good - - that is my great happiness when the Jamat is united, when 

you are helping each other, when you are living as a brotherhood and a sisterhood, and 

this is the most excellent way for you to live.  
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KAMPALA, UGANDA 
10 MARCH 1997 

Look at members of the Jamat as brothers and sisters, part of a brotherhood, men and 

women who have common attitudes, common principles, common ethics. Keep the 

Jamat united.  
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SIJD, BADAKHSHAN, TAJIKISTAN 
26 MAY 1995 

…every day, you remember that you are brothers and sisters, and that whatever 

difficulties you face in life, you should always stand by each other and try to help each 

other 
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MUMBAI, INDIA  
1st MARCH 2018 

And, at the end of this Farman, I remind my spiritual children, here in India and 

around the world, that you are brothers and sisters. Help where help is needed, be 

generous where generosity is needed, be strong where strength is needed, be kind 

where kindness is needed, so that you build within the Jamat a sense - - a strong sense 

- - of brotherhood and sisterhood, so that no murid feels isolated, feels lost. Every 

murid should know that he or she has thousands of brothers and sisters around the 

world. So no murid is alone and, in addition to which, I am with all my murids around 

the world.  
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BROTHERHOOD IN ISLAM 

 Brotherhood in Islam; 

• To maintain peace and harmony 

• To respect each other and their interpretations 

• To Build social conscience 

• NOT to forsake our own ethics of faith and identity 
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YOGED, BADAKHSHAN, TAJIKISTAN 
27 SEPTEMBER 1998 

Today, however, I want to address a different aspect of our faith which unites all the 

interpretations of Islam, and which I hope will become the central premise upon which 

we can all build our civil societies of the future. I refer to the ethics of our faith. 

Because the ethical premises of civil life are shared by all the schools of Islam, we have 

the remarkable opportunity to build the future of the civil societies in which we will 

live on premises which will unite all Muslims, and not divide them. 
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GARAMCHASHMA, CHITRAL, PAKISTAN  
9 DECEMBER 2017 

It is unacceptable that there should be tension or conflict within the Ummah. It is 

against the very fundamentals of lslam. Islam tells you that you are all brothers and 

sisters, and that is the relationship that you, and of course myself, must defend every 

day of our lives. 
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ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN 
14 DECEMBER 2017 (AFTERNOON) 

I would like to feel that we have warm relations with other communities in Pakistan and 

elsewhere, so that we can care for them and they can care for us so that society 

functions as one brotherhood amongst men and women, so that progress can be made 

wherever you are living. So this social conscience is something to which I attach very 

great importance. 
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BROTHERHOOD IN THE WORLD OF HUMANITY 

 Brotherhood among all human beings; 

• To Respect others’ existence and their practices 

• To build bridges – knowledge bridges 

• To render love and kindliness 

• NOT to forsake our own ethics of faith and identity 
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YOGED, BADAKHSHAN, TAJIKISTAN 
27 SEPTEMBER 1998 

Most of you here present live in the Western world and, therefore, you live in a world whose practice in 
their faith is different from ours, but it is important that you keep in mind that, though there are 
differences, those differences should never separate you from the societies in which you live. I have said 
this before in my Farmans and I repeat it: seek to build bridges with other faiths, other  peoples so that 
you create an environment of respect and harmony with the peoples amongst whom you live.  

There is no need to forsake your ethic, to forsake the integrity of your faith in order to build those 
relations. And, therefore, it is important that you be comfortable in the notion that these relations can 
be built soundly and with integrity, but without giving up, in any way, your convictions, your practice 
and the ethic of your faith. This is important because the identity of the jamat, indeed the identity of the 
Ummah as a whole, is a matter of major concern to you and to me, in the decades ahead.  
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CAIRO (PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATION) 
20 FEBRUARY 1955 

“But, as I have explained in my Memoirs for the whole world to understand there are two 

worlds — the world of material intelligence and the world of spiritual enlightenment. The 

world of spiritual enlightenment is fundamentally different from the world of material 

intellectualism and it is the pride of the Ismailis that we firmly believe that the world of 

spiritual enlightenment has come as a truth from the inception of Islam to this day with the 

Imamat and carries with it as one of its necessary consequences love, tenderness, kindliness 

and gentleness towards first our brother and sister Muslims of all sects and, secondly, to those 

who live in righteousness, conscience and justice towards their fellow men.  

Mawlana Sultan Muhammad Shah (S.A.) 
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FROM JAMATS OF DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE 
 WORLD TO ONE GLOBAL JAMAT 

 Previously, Ismailism and Ismaili Da’wat was based on a system in which the world was 

considered to be divided in to twelve (12) Islands. Each Island used to be under 

supervision of a Hujjat, under whom used to serve Da’is. And the whole system, used to 

follow strict rules and regulations, compliance to which was mandatory for every murid 

in order to progress in faith. 

 

 Today, every single murid comes under the umbrella of ONE JAMAT, GLOBAL JAMAT. The 

Imam of the time renders guidance to the whole jamat at the same time while 

emphasizing maintaining diversity and pluralism as well. 
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ZANZIBAR, TANZANIA 
24 AUGUST 1997  

Whether an Ismaili is a Tajik or a Kyrgyz or an Afghan or an Iranian or a Zanzibari - - 

he and she are your brother and your sister. And their concerns are your concerns; and 

your concerns are their concerns. 
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KHARADAR, KARACHI, PAKISTAN  
22 OCTOBER 2000 

…remember to live a life which is the life within our Tariqah, the practice of our faith, 

the upholding of our ethics, and be true to our faith, because it is essential that the 

spirit of brotherhood should be strong amongst us. Remember that the Jamat is a 

worldwide Jamat - - it is not a Jamat of Afghanistan, or a Jamat of Pakistan, or a Jamat 

of Kenya - - it is a worldwide Jamat.  
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KARACHI, PAKISTAN  
17 DECEMBER 2017 

This brotherhood, this brotherhood amongst all the Jamat worldwide, is a fundamental 

resource that every murid should be able to rely on. You should be able to rely on this 

brotherhood so that when you move, when you face challenges, when you have issues 

you have to resolve, that all the Jamat and its institutions should come in support.  
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CALGARY, CANADA  
10 MAY 2018 

So I say to my spiritual children: as a global brotherhood, is it not correct, is it not 

appropriate, that those who have had good education, that are competent in various 

fields, should strengthen our institutions in other parts of the world, so that the Jamat 

globally is able to make progress in their everyday lives.  
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NAIROBI, KENYA 
13 MARCH 1997 

And I am sure that you will want to share in this notion that the Jamat is a 

brotherhood, a worldwide brotherhood of different people, different backgrounds, 

different languages, but a common interpretation of Islam. 
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WHAT TO ACHIEVE AND HOW TO ACHIEVE WITH  

GLOBAL BROTHERHOOD 
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ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN 
12 DECEMBER 2017 (AFTERNOON) 

all the time, in your lives, keep in mind the ethics of your faith, the ethics of your faith 

-- integrity, humility, honesty, friendship, brotherhood, helping each other when there 

are problems, being generous, not only with the material world, but more important 

generous with your wisdom, with your time, with your knowledge - - so that within the 

Jamat there is friendship based on sharing of competencies, of knowledge, of ability, so 

that the totality of the Jamat, worldwide, can come up and benefit from the totality of 

the knowledge of the jamat.  
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KARACHI, PAKISTAN  
16 DECEMBER 2017 

So I say to my spiritual children from Pakistan: if you wish to serve in other parts of 

the world, come forward, tell me, offer your support because ours is a world 

brotherhood. We support each other across frontiers, across institutions, in the 

various activities that we have. And this magnificent brotherhood is a foundation which 

is ours to build on, and to build on intelligently and with capacity. So I say to all my 

spiritual children in Pakistan: join in the effort to support our Jamat worldwide. 
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TORONTO, CANADA 
18 NOVEMBER 2017 (MORNING) 

What I am looking for from my leaders and from my Jamat is active brotherhood, 

helping each other when there are difficulties so that as time goes by no one is left 

aside from the endeavor to improve the quality of life that each individual and each 

family should have. 
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Is Brotherhood Cure / Remedy to many of Spiritual 
 diseases? 

FEUD 

COWARDICE 

CRUELTY 

DESPAIR 

ARROGANCE 

GREED 

IGNORANCE 

DEJECTION 

 

BROTHERHOOD AND SISTERHOOD 
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CONCLUSION 
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KARACHI, PAKISTAN  
19 DECEMBER 2017 

In Islam, awareness of Allah is a fundamental principle, and, therefore, I wish my spiritual 

children to understand that that awareness is very, very, very important. I have not made this 

Farman to my spiritual children before, and I make it to you today because I want you to 

understand that, though you live in a material world, you must not make that material world 

your ultimate life's goal. Your ultimate life's goal is spiritual happiness, strength of faith, 

practice of the faith, practice of the ethics of the faith - - of brotherhood and sisterhood, mutual 

respect and support, generosity to those who need support. So these ethical principles are the 

ones upon which my Jamat should live. And, Insha Allah, you will find great happiness in 

living in those principles. 
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Meritocracy & Best Practice

Irfanali Mehsania
Aminuddin Momin
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“A social system, society, or 
organization in which people get 
success or power because of their 
abilities, not because of their 
money or social position.”

—Cambridge Dictionary

A meritocracy is…
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“Meritocracy means a society in 
which people, institutions, improve, 
grow, develop according to merit, 
according to competence, according 
to knowledge, according to ability.”

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.)  Bombay, India November 22, 1992
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April 10 1987

August 16 1992

August 24 1992

November 11 1992

November 18 1992

November 22 1992

August 5 1994

August 14 1994

November 13 1994

November 10 1995

December 18 1996

March 10 1997

March 14 1997

July 8 1999

October 22 2000

November 9 2001

November 10 2001

December 4 2003
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Why does the Imam emphasize meritocracy?
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Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) Dar-es-Salam, Tanzania, 14 March 1997

“As society will become increasingly meritocratic in 
Africa and elsewhere, it will be necessary for you to 
educate yourselves throughout your lifetime. The 
notion of school education as being the end of 
education -- that notion is finished. Knowledge is 
increasingly available for the Jamat and others 
throughout their lifetime.”
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Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.)  Bombay, India, November 22, 1992

“Educate yourselves throughout your lives. Whether 
you are a farmer, whether you are a doctor, whether 
you are a nurse, whether you are a  businessman, 
whether you are a lawyer, all through your lives it will 
become important to improve the quality of your 
knowledge. So that education is not thought of as a 
process which occurs only when you are young, but it 
occurs all through your lives.”
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Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) Moscow, Russia, 29 January 1995

“And the first principle is to use your intellect within 
the parameters of the ethics of the faith. But do not 
fear using your intellect to prepare yourselves for the 
future, because the future will be a meritocratic future 
where individuals, institutions, countries, will find 
their position in world society according to the 
competence with which they govern their lives, their 
institutions, their countries.”
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“And every one has a direction to which 
he turns. Excel then to do good works.”

— Qu’ran (2:148)
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                                                       Allamah Nasir al-Din Nasir Hunzai, Rubies and Pearls, pg. 103

“The greatest Means of Excelling: As mentioned in 
the booklet “Pure Intellect”, the fountainhead of good 
deeds is the intellect and he who does not have 
intellect and wisdom, does not have any goodness, 
because abundant good is linked to wisdom (2:269) 
and wisdom is one of the names of intellect. Thus the 
greatest means of excelling others is wisdom in which 
is hidden the treasure of abundant good.”
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(Excel) سَابقِوُٓا۟ 

 "Excel to a special forgiveness from your Lord and to a Paradise the vastness of which is 
like the vastness of heaven and the earth." (57:21) 

(Hasten) سَارِعُوٓا۟

 “And vie one with another in hastening [to obtain special] forgiveness from your Lord, 
and towards paradise as wide as are the heavens and the earth, prepared for the righteous.” 
(3:133)

وٓا۟ (Flee unto Allah)  ففَرُِّ

“So flee to Allah. Indeed, I am to you from Him a clear warner.” (51:50)
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                                                                                                                     Excerpt From  Mawlana  Hazir Imam’s Speech

                                             First  Seech about Islamic Architecture at the Asia Society in New York on September, 1979 

“Islam does not deal in dichotomies, but in all-encompassing Unity. Spirit 
and body are one, man and nature are one…”

272



“I am always by your side.  And I wish you mushkil-asan, a life of happiness, of  success -- 
dini and dunyawi success, both. Remember -- I said dini first!”

                                                                             Mawlana  Hazir Imam (a.s.)   Islamabad, Pakistan, 12 December 2017            

“I give you best, best loving blessings for happiness, for long life, for good health and 
success both in dini matters and matters of the world — both spiritual and material.”

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.)  Paris, France, 23 June 2018
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Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.)  Maputo, Mozambique, 22 November 2007

“The world of the future is a competitive 
world, and it would be extremely short sighted 
-- extremely unwise -- to accept mediocrity as 
the standard which we wish for the years 
ahead.”
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“In preparing yourselves for meritocracy in the decades 
ahead, don’t accept mediocrity, don’t accept that 
education with a capital ‘E’ is what is going to serve you 
during your lifetime. It is the quality of the education that 
will count for you.”

                                                 Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.)  London, England, 1994 

275



276

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1dFKrbsx9BruOiyGcmy5QVati2jCYr7uE/preview


Why does the Imam emphasize best practice in a meritocratic society?
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“commercial or professional 
procedures that are accepted or 
prescribed as being correct or 
most effective.”

—Oxford Dictionary

Best Practice is…
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“Remain united in our Tariqah. Practice the Tariqah regularly. 
Keep its ethic as part of your lives, its generosity, its concern 
for the poor, its concern for the sick, its concern for the aged. 
Do not let the ethic of our Tariqah of Islam disappear in the 
meritocratic society. Because meritocracy is not only in worldly 
matters, but it is also in the way in which you relate amongst 
yourselves.”

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.)  Vancouver, Canada, August 24 1992
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“I firmly believe that the higher experience can to a certain extent be prepared for by absolute devotion 
in the material world to another human being. Thus from the most worldly point of view and with no 
comprehension of the higher life of the spirit, the lower, more terrestrial spirit makes us aware that all the 
treasures of this life, all that fame, wealth and health can bring are nothing beside the happiness which 
is created and sustained by the love of one human being for another. This great grace we can see in 
ordinary life as we look about us, among our acquaintances and friends.”

                                                                                                                                    The Memoirs of Aga Khan  pg. 22
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“And seek to make best practice the way you think, the way you 
work, the way you live, the way you work with your families, 
the way you educate your children, the way you look after your 
good health.”

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.)  Hyderabad, India, 27 February 2018 
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Diamond Jubilee Emblem of Mawlana Hazir Imam 
(a.s.)

Calligraphy from the Qu’ran (49:13)
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“The Holy Qur’an says: “O Mankind! Lo! We have created you male and 
female, and have made you nations and tribes that you may know one another. 
Lo! the noblest of you, in the sight of Allah, is the best in conduct. Lo! Allah is 
Knower, Aware.”

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) Dushanbe, Tajikistan, May 24 1995
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Hadith

“People are God’s household, and the most beloved to God is the one who helps 
His household and makes them happy.”

                                                                  

                                                                Allamah Nasir al-Din Nasir Hunzai, Book of Healing   pg. 248
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“And it is extremely important that our institutions should aim always to serve with best 
practice. That means that not only you give of your knowledge, but you give of your 
personal endeavour to add to whatever service you are offering. Our institutions represent 
our Jamat in the minds of people outside the Jamat.”

                                               Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.)  Dar -es-Salam Tanzania, October 12, 2017
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“Our Jamat is established in more countries, carrying out more activities than ever before. 
And in order for us to be successful we need to share knowledge -- not keep knowledge to 
ourselves but share knowledge, share competence, share thoughtfulness, share thinking 
ahead of what you wish your families to be over time in various parts of the world.”

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.)  Ahmedabad, India, 25 February 2018
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“Keep in mind that sharing of knowledge is part of our history. It is not something which 
the 49th Imam says to you today -- it is part of our history, it is part of what has protected 
and sustained the Jamat through decades and centuries of history -- the sharing of support, 
of knowledge, of competence, of care.”

                                      Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) Atlanta, Georgia, United States of America, 15 March 2018
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“This morning I quoted to my Jamat an English expression
which says, “work hard and play hard”. So I say to the younger
generation: that is alright, play hard, play hard also within the ethics
of our faith”

                                               Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, 5 July 2011 
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Hē ᶜumr-i girān-māyah faqaṭ ᶜilm kī khāṭir 

Kar ᶜilm kī rāhoṅ mēṅ safar tēż chalā chal 

Our precious life is for the sake of knowledge alone 
Travel on the paths of knowledge, continue to walk fast

                                                                                                                                             Allamah Nasir al-Din Nasir Hunzai
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“If meritocracy is to be, then how do you prepare yourselves and your children for 
that future? The first thing you do is you convey good education. The second thing 
you do is identify what are likely to be the areas of economic growth of the country in 
which you will reside. Thirdly, you learn a language which is a language of universal 
communication, a language of science, a language of universal knowledge.”

                       Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) Islamabad, Pakistan November 13, 1994
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Published Farman Books of Mawlana Hazir Imam Shan Karim Al Hussaini (a.s.)

● Farman Mubarak 1995-1998

● Farman Mubarak 2000-2006

● Farman Mubarak 2007-2008   Golden Jubilee 

● Farman Mubarak 2011-2013

● Farman Mubarak 2017-2018   Diamond Jubilee
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Conclusions
● Meritocracy applies to secular and spiritual education.

● Use intellect and wisdom to adopt new changes that are helpful to become successful in meritocratic 
society.

● Mawlana Hazir Imam recommends striving for meritocracy and not being content with mediocrity in 
secular and spiritual education.

● Qur’an acknowledges the idea of competing in good deeds. 

● We should exercise best practices within our families, jamat, institutions, society, and work place.

● As an ambassador of Islam and Ismaili Tariqah, individuals and institutions should exhibit best practice.

● Imam guides us to be generous in sharing our material resources as well as our knowledge and competence 
with others.

● Students should maintain a balance in their time of studies and other activities and one should not waste the 
time.
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