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Definition of Islam

EXOTERIC ESOTERIC
Submission to the Will of Allah Submission to the Will of Allah through His
designated Wasilah/Khalifah
The entire history of Prophets becomes The tenor of the whole of the holy Qur'an is
redundant that obedience (4:59), forgiveness (4.64),

fullest submission (4:65), zakat or sadagah
(9:103), prayers (9:103) are through the
Prophet or the Imam

Example: “O you who believe! Obey Allah
and obey the Messenger and those from
among you who have the command
(uli'l-amr).” (4.59) See also (4:64) for
forgiveness is granted only when the
Messenger asks Allah for it!
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Definition of Islam (contd.)

Does submitting to Allah’s will mean to be fatalistic?

Answer: Mawlana Sultan Muhammad Shah provides a succinct answer in Chapter
8 of his Memaoirs:

“In Islam the Faithful believe in Divine justice and are convinced that the solution
of the great problem of predestination and free will is to be found in the
compromise that God knows what man is going to do, but that man is free to do it
or not.”
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When did Islam begin?

Some people have the notion that Islam was brought by Prophet Muhammad'®
1445 years ago.

However, the teaching of the Qur’an is that all the Prophets have taught their
followers to obey or submit.

Example: Prayer of Hazrat Ibrahim®$) and Hazrat Isma’il®s) (2:128):

“Our Lord! And make us submissive (Muslimayn) unto You and of our seed a
nation submitting (Ummatam-Muslimat) unto You, and show us our ways of
worship and relent towards us. ...”
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Is Obedience/Submission in Religion only?

Context:

1. Hadis: “Inna’llaha assasa dinahu “ala misali khalqihi, liyustadalla bi-khalqihi
“ala dinihi wa bi-dinihi “ala wahdaniyyatihi.” = “Indeed, God has laid the
foundation of His religion on the example of His creation so that the evidence
of His religion may be taken from His creation and that of His Oneness from
His religion.”

2. Examples from Society

3. One example from Nature
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Examples from Society

All human organisations have leaders and rules and laws that have to be followed:

a) Government - democracy or dictatorship - every citizen has to pay taxes and
obey the laws

b) Hospitals

c) Educational Institutions

d) Business

e) Even Charitable organisations
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One example from Nature

Two distinctive categories in Nature:

Good Human Beings Wicked Human Beings

Humble, domesticated animals Wild, vicious carnivorous animals
Edible vegetation (crops, fruit, Poisonous, inedible vegetation
grass)

Fertile, soft arable soill Infertile, saline, stony soil
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Submission/Obedience in Religion

“Inna’lladhina yubayi‘Gnaka innama yubayi‘ina’llaha yadu’llahi
fawqa aydihim, fa-man nakatha fa-innama yankuthu ‘“ala nafsihi,
wa-man awfa bi-ma “ahada “alayhu’llaha fa-sayu’tihi ajran
cazima =

Verily those who give bay‘at (oath of allegiance) to you (O
Prophet), they verily give bay‘at to Allah. Allah’s Hand is on their

hands. So whoever breaks his bay*at, does so to his own soul’s

oss, and whoever fulfils his covenant with Allah, He will soon

grant him immense reward” (48:10).
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Preamble of the Constitution of the Shia Imami Ismaili Muslims

D The authority of the Imam in the Ismaili Tariqah is testified by Bay“ah
by the murid to the Imam which is the act of acceptance by the murid of
the permanent spiritual bond between the Imam and the murid. This
allegiance unites all Ismaili Muslims worldwide in their loyalty, devotion
and obedience to the Imam within the Islamic concept of universal
brotherhood. It is distinct from the allegiance of the individual murid to his

land of abode.
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What are the Benefits of Submission or Obedience?

1. The Holy Qur’an: Hazrat Ibrahim'@s’s Prayer

14:36: “My lord! Indeed, they have led many of humankind astray. So whoso
follows me, he verily is of me (Fa-man tabi°ani fa-innahu minnr).”

4:54: “... So We bestowed upon the house of Abraham the Scripture and
Wisdom and We bestowed on them a mighty kingdom (Fa-qad atayna ala
Ibrahima’l-Kitaba wal-Hikmata wa ataynahum mulkan °azima).”
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The Scope of Obedience

1. The Holy Qur’an:

“And when Moses said unto his people: O my people! You have
wronged yourselves by the choosing of the calf (for worship), so turn in
penitence to your Creator, and kill yourselves (faqtulii anfusakum). That
will be best for you with your Creator and He will relent towards you. Lo!
He is the Relenting, the Merciful.” (Surah 2:54)
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What are the Benefits of Submission or Obedience?

Ginans:

Saloko Moto of Pir Shams(®):

“Satgur kahere amara vachan je manse, te chhe amare galeka har;
Tene galeka har kari rakhsun, tis momanke sukh-ka ant na par re .. 209

The Satgur (True Guide) says: Whoever obeys our words is the garland around our
neck. We will keep them as the garland around our neck; that believer’s happiness will
be unending and boundless”

Ek tirath vendhda by Pir Shams@:
“Nate dhote se jiya gurdha farmaya kiya, awr nahin navna, nahin navna .. 02

Those who follow the farmans of the True Guide are bathing in a real sense, there is no
other cleansing or bath than this.”



d)
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What are the Benefits of Submission or Obedience?

Ginans continued:

Avo mara sami raja, dharmi raja by Pir Sadardin(¥:

“dire vira sat keri pavadie virabhai eyun chalore, jiyun sui kede dhaga .. 08
O brother, walk on the True Path as the thread follows the needle.”
Magajre moman marag ladho by Pir Hasan Kabirdin@:

“Eji nahin kuchh hoeso to sarve kuchh thaeso,

Eva sarve kuchh shahjine bhaveji .. 02

O brother! Consider yourself nothing and you will become everything and such
everything pleases the Lord.”
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What are the Benefits of Submission or Obedience?

Devotional Poetry:

Sayyidna Nizari Quhistani:

“When | firmly held the rope of God with willing submission,
| found deliverance from the pit of disappointment.

Where once my life was feeble, barren and perplexed, | found
Every particle burning bright like the sun.”

Sayyidna "Abd Allah Ansari:
Certainly, he who does not follow your guidance, though he be a dignitary of the court,

goes astray.
By Almighty God! Whoever is disobedient to your command, even an elder of the court,

becomes a child on the path!



What are the Benefits of Submission or Obedience?

4. Mawlana Jalaluddin Rumi:

“O my noble (friends), slaughter this cow (the fleshly [carnal] soul), if ye desire to raise to life the
spirits (possessed) of insight.

| died to the inorganic state and became endowed with growth, and (then) | died to (vegetable)
growth and attained to the animal.

| died from animality and became Adam (man): why, then should | fear? When have | become
less by dying?

At the next remove | shall die to man, that | may soar and lift up my head amongst the angels;
And | must escape even from (the state of) the angel: everything is perishing except His Face

Once more | shall be sacrificed and die to the angel: | shall become that which enters not into the
imagination.” (Mathnawi, Book 3, verse 3900)
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What are the Benefits of Submission or Obedience?

Hadis-i Qudst:

“Yabna Adam (ya+ibn+Adam): Ati°nr aj°aluka misii hayyan I1a tamdtu
wa Cazizan 14 tazillu wa ghaniyyan Ia taftaqgiru = O the child of Adam!
Obey Me, | will make you like Myself: everliving so you will never die
and powerful so you will never be debased and self-sufficient so that
you will never be needy.”



17
Conclusions:

The very word ‘Islam’ means submission or obedience to God'’s will through His
wasilah/khalifah

In the Qur’anic story of Hazrat Adam the ‘prostration’ of angels commanded by God
was obedience

The one who disobeyed became Iblis who was expelled from the Divine presence
Submission/obedience is a contract - a two way matter and is fulfilled when a murid
obeys the Imam, the Imam ensures his happiness in this world and his salvation in
the next - (permanent spiritual bond)

Disobedience is to wrong oneself or hold back the progress of one’s soul

The holy Qur’an, Ginans, Devotional Poetry, Rumi and Hadis-i QudsT all consistently
emphasise the benefits or rewards of total submission/obedience

=> In the fulfilment of Bay‘“ah, the murid receives great rewards and the Imam is happy
(89:27-30)

N2 2 T

2
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https://global-lectures.com/courses/mawlana-sultan-muhammad-
shah-a-s-on-spirituality_1/lesson/watch-lecture-video-104/

o/i'(:glp;juiu(;ygil} L,:.JF wlalyuoayuwrhl&/}
Mawlana Sultan Muhammad Shah (a.s.) on Spirituality

Nasreen Akbar
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When we open our mouth and make Farmans heaps of pearls are scattered. But the
value of these pearls will only be realised by that mu’min who really understands them,
and he alone knows what (a valuable thing) he has.

Precious Pearls, no.21 Rajkot 21/10/1903

The Farmans which we make to you are precious gems; those who are human beings
will choose these precious gems, but those who are animals their eyes will remain on
the grass and they will abandon the gems.

Wadhwan Camp, 21/10/1903

Remember the Farmans of Hazir Imam. What benefit will you attain if you read
Farmans as you read newspapers etc? Inscribe every line on your hearts.
Zanzibar 14/09/1899

Just as seeds are sown in the soil, in the same way, sow our Farmans in your hearts,
only then will delicious fruits grow from them.
Zanzibar, 14/09/1899
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There are two types of mu’mins in this world: those of the body and
those of the soul. The ones who are the mu’mins of the body are happy
here and are happy to continue living in the world. In the end, they go
into the earth. They are the ones who are proud, their place is in the
earth.

The others who are the mu’mins of the soul continue to progress in
religious works, they do not stop. They constantly continue to progress
and such mu’mins will go higher than Paradise.

Kutch Mundra, 23rd November 1903
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Mu’mins’ ambition is always to go upward, they aspire to
become angels.
Rajkot, 21st October, 1903

Those who are mu’mins aspire to reach their origin.
Zanzibar, 14th September 1899

You worship the soul therefore you must continue to worship

the soul.
Bombay, 30th March 1908
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Try to understand the status of God, then be aware of the true path, and then you
will be free. To understand the status of God, first, understand your own status
then you will have the knowledge of God’s status.

Dar-es-salaam, 29th September 1899

Hazrat Ali has said, “He who knows himself, knows God.” Wherever | turn my
eyes, | see the Spirit as my Friend. When you look at human beings, you see only
the person’s form: hands, legs, face, eyes, etc. You cannot see the Soul. You must
constantly strive to see the Soul. Are you now concerned about the Soul or just to
obtain a feeling of pleasure through ibadat?

Dar-es-salaam, 29th September 1899
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There is a stock of oil in the lamp of your soul, if you do not light this lamp,
how can there be light? Your excellence and benefit are in recognising soul.
There is a purer place than Paradise. Soul should reach there. How long will
you remain half-hearted? For how long will your soul remain in the dust?
Purity is a different thing and dust is a different thing. At the moment you are in
the dust, resolve and become pure. If you become pure even if your body is
burnt or if it is eaten by dogs, there is no harm in it because dust is dust, but
the soul which is in the body is pure. Those whose soul is pure will reach the
status of Jibra’il, that is, they will become like the Prophet.

Wadhwan Camp, 19th October 1903

A wrestler exercises for the sake of his body, similarly the faithful care for their
souls.
Kutch Mundra, 21st November 1903
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You are asleep therefore you cannot hear the sound of the canon. We are
awakening you in the same way a person who is sleeping is woken up. Get up,
lose yourself in “ibadat; do not forget, there is great benefit in the “ibadat of
three o’clock. The weight of "ibadat on one side of the scale is greater than the
entire world’s wealth on the other. To meet God depends on “ibadat, which
depends on iman which can be attained through ardent love.

Reflect for two hours a day on where the soul has come from and where will it
return. The thought of where the soul came from and where will it go should
be in your heart, do not forget this thought.

Zanzibar, 16th September 1899
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Thousands of years have elapsed, in this time how many people have
reached their destination? Mansour, Pir Shams and a few others in this world
reached there. All of them had the same deeds and path. Those who
reached there were the lovers of their own soul, the friends of soul who
reached there. ... It is not only Mawla Murtaza Ali’s progeny who can reach
there, whoever flies like a bird, strives can reach there. ... You are God’s
servants, He is compassionate and merciful, will He never liberate you? We
cannot say whether you will reach this freedom even after this life; this
depends on walking on the Straight Path and having high ambition; all this is
in your own hands.

Dar-es-salaam, 29th September 1899
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[One brother requested the Imam: | do not like living in this world so make
me merge in the Origin]

“Remain in the world and perform the deeds of a mu’min. You can, being in
this world, become merged in the Origin. In our faith it is very easy to
become merged in the Origin whilst remaining in this world. When you
entered Baitu’l-khayal, if you act upon the Farman | had made at that time,
love will be created in your heart and everything will be possible.
Dar-es-salaam, 9th March 1925

Remain in the world and perform the deeds of mu’mins. Mu’mins can merge
(become asl mein wasil) in this world. In our faith it is easy to merge in this
world.

Dar-es-salaam, 9th March 1925



36

o:.ﬁ/&?d/ul..4“_.‘_57{/3/53%f:ﬁfwgfﬂ_ﬁ;ﬁzﬁjgﬂlﬁ'bLC}JJUUI,{I/;
i}D{)[)}jL-/:f&J’Z/)JG;fu:J)%—lﬁ—é-% ; /obﬁ‘/?,«iuf?%.éfc..ubfma‘-g
(19+A-Lf 417 G)

27e Ut e LILNLANS S s Lldtons&ier LG Lif
Loy p6E e LE nPit s ol L LSy 285 b F o
_uj%ﬁd‘;b

(19oF_ 29 _FA_LLir 7o)



37

The Imam’s light is linked with the soul of every human being. We
say that whatever is there is the soul. Investigate what it is and from
where it has come. Keep your sight fixed on the light. Try to see
within your heart my light, that is, your soul.

Bombay, 4th April 1908

Do not get stuck in one place, first climb one ladder then another. In
this way, by climbing one ladder after another you will become like
Salman-i Farsi, after which you will be able to enter among the ahl-i
bayt. Many of our murids have become part of the ahl-i bayt.

Kutch Mundra, 29th November 1903
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Think about whether your soul is in your control. Make it stronger.
If you were lethargic until now, resolve that from now you will
reflect more about your religion. Ask your heart what is the state
of your soul. Converse with your soul for two to three hours in the
day or night. How long will you keep your soul without “ibadat,
how long will you keep hitting your head on the ground like a
hen? Think about rising high, think about taking your soul to
heaven.

Wadhwan Camp, 19th November 1903



40
' https://global-lectures.com/courses/mawlana-sultan-muhammad-shah-a-s-on-spirituality_2/

Mawlana Sultan
Muhammad Shah’s
Farameen on Spirituality

Prepared by: Mashal Madhani
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Outline

** Introduction

» Platinum Jubilee Quotation

*%* Memoirs: The Islamic Concept and My Role as Imam

»* Usul-i Din Farman

»* Memoirs: Penultimate & Final Page
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EXTRACTS OF A SPEECH MADE BY
H. H. THE AGA KHAN Il

ON THE OCCASION OF THE

Extracts of a Speech made by PRESENTATION OF THE PLATINUM FUND
Mawlana Sultan Muhammad Shah
on the Platinum Fund to celebrate
the Platinum Jubilee on completion

of seventy glorious years of Imamat
at Cairo on February 20th, 1955
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You referred to my seventy years Imamat which, indeed is unique in the history of the 48 Ismaili
Imams by its long duration, but also it began in another world, the world of horse carriages and

candle lights, and today we are in the world of nuclear power, physics, jet air travel, and serious
discussion among the most learned as to how and when we can visit the stars and the moon.

But, as | have explained in my Memoirs for the whole world to understand, there are two worlds -
the world of material intelligence and the world of spiritual enlightenment. The world of spiritual
enlightenment is fundamentally different from the world of material intellectualism and it is the
pride of Ismailis that we firmly believe that the world of spiritual enlightenment has come as a truth
from the inception of Islam to this day with the Imamat and carries with it as one of its necessary
consequences love, tenderness, kindliness and gentleness towards first, our brother and sister
Muslims of all sects and secondly, to those who live in righteousness, conscience and justice
towards their fellow men.

These religious principles of Ismailism are well known to you; for you have heard them from me and
through your fathers and grandfathers and from my father and grandfathers until | fear that by long
familiarity with these teachings, some of you forget the necessity of re-examination of your heart
and religious experience.
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ISLAM
THE RELIGION OF MY ANCESTORS

A CHAPTER FROM THE MEMOIRS OF

H. H. THE AGA KHAN Il

The Islamic Concept
and My Role as
Imam

The founding principles in the
Memoirs
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The Islamic Concept and My Role as Imam

(A Chapter from The Memoirs of the Aga Khan by H.H. The Aga Khan III)

Ibn-Rushd, the great Muslim philosopher, known to Europe as Averroes, established clearly
the great distinction between two kinds of apprehensible human experience: on the one hand,
our experience of nature as we recognize it through our senses, whence comes our capacity to
measure and to count (and with that capacity all that it brought in the way of new events and

new explanations); and, on the other hand, our immediate and immanent experience of
something more real, less dependent on thought or on the processes of the mind, but directly
given to us, which I believe to be a religious experience. Naturally, since our brain is material,
and its processes and all the consequences of its processes are material, the moment that we
put either thought or spiritual experience into words this material basis of the brain must give

a material presentation to even the highest, most transcendent spiritual experience. But men
can study objectively the direct and subjective experiences of those who have had spiritual
enlightenment without material intervention.
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The Islamic Concept and My Role as Imam

(A Chapter from The Memoirs of the Aga Khan by H.H. The Aga Khan III)

It is said that we live, move, and have our being in God. We find this concept expressed often
in the Quran, not in those words of course, but just as beautifully and more tersely. But when
we realize the meaning of this saying, we are already preparing ourselves for the gift of the
power of direct experience. Rumi and Hafiz, the great Persian poets, have told us, each in his
different way, that some men are born with such natural spiritual capacities and possibilities of
development that they have direct experience of that great love, that all-embracing, all-
consuming love, which direct contact with reality gives to the human soul. Hafiz indeed has
said that men like Jesus Christ and Muslim mystics like Mansour and Bayezid and others have
possessed that spiritual power of the greater love; that any of us, if the Holy Spirit ever
present grants us that enlightenment, can, being thus blessed, have the power which Christ
had, but that to the overwhelming majority of men this greater love is not a practical

possibility.
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The Islamic Concept and My Role as Imam

(A Chapter from The Memoirs of the Aga Khan by H.H. The Aga Khan III)

Once man has thus comprehended the essence of existence, there remains for him the duty,
since he knows the absolute value of his own soul, of making for himself a direct path that will
constantly lead his individual soul to and bind it with the universal Soul of which the Universe,

as much of it as we perceive with our limited vision, is one of the infinite manifestations.

All men, rich and poor, must aid one another materially and personally. The rules vary in detail,
but they all maintain the principle of universal mutual aid in the Muslim fraternity. This
fraternity is absolute, and it comprises men of all colors and all races: black, white, yellow,
tawny; all are the sons of Adam in the flesh and all carry in them a spark of the Divine light.
Everyone should strive his best to see that this spark be not extinguished but rather developed
to that full "Companionship - on - High" which was the vision expressed in the last words of
the Prophet on his deathbed, the vision of that blessed state which he saw clearly awaiting him.
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The Islamic Concept and My Role as Imam

(A Chapter from The Memoirs of the Aga Khan by H.H. The Aga Khan III)

Islamic doctrine goes farther than the other great religions for it proclaims the presence of the
soul, perhaps minute but nevertheless existing in an embryonic state in all existence in matter,
in animals, trees, and space itself. Every individual, every molecule, every atom has its own
spiritual relationship with the All-Powerful Soul of God. But men and women, being more
highly developed, are immensely more advanced than the infinite number of other beings
known to us. Islam acknowledges the existence of angels, of great souls who have developed
themselves to the highest possible planes of the human soul and higher, and who are centers
of the forces which are scattered throughout the Universe. Without going as far as
Christianity, Islam recognizes the existence of evil spirits which seek by means of their secret
suggestions to us to turn us from good, from that strait way traced by God's finger for the

eternal happiness of the humblest as of the greatest - Abraham, Jesus, Mohammed.
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Usul-i DIn Farman

I am speaking to you about the Usul-1 Din (i.e., the principles of Faith). The Usul-i Din are like
the kernel of a tree. Every man is ultimately inclined towards the Usul or Essence.

11
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Usul-i DIn Farman 41' ‘

L

Who are we?

What is our soul?

Who is the creator?

How can our soul become one with the
origin?

12
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Usul-i DIn Farman

You must constantly strive to see the Spirit. Your aim
should always be to reach the Spirit, not merely to
obtain a feeling of pleasure through ibadat. Man’s

real self has great dignity, but he abases himself
through his own willfulness. If somebody amongst
you were to aim at being like Pir Sadardin, Pir
Shams, or Mansur, you can indeed achieve such a
status; you can rise even higher.

13



Usul-i DIn Farman
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In the same way, you have lost the very sense %
of faith; you do not know its inner meaning; i RS ml | j 5E?|L..- :
you are utterly ignorant of the significance of
faith. There are those among you who call
themselves Ismailis, but they have no idea of
what Ismailism is; they do not have the faintest
knowledge of the faith: they are but fools.
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Usul-i DIn Farman

Spiritual Courage
True Knowledge
Ibadat of Nighttime

yearn for reunion
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Usul-i DIn Farman

Those who have only superficial knowledge of the faith have fantastic notions
about me. They believe that my job is to heal the sick. This is not my task. My task
is to show you the Way to the Truth, so that you may achieve your real destiny,
which is the state of fana fi’llah. Fana stands for “annihilation”, fi means “in”, and
Allah being God. To be fana fi’llah is to lose oneself in God’s Essence.

 ANNIHILATION
NG OD),

(Fana’ Fi-llah)

16
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Usul-i DIn Farman

I pray from my heart that God may grant such strength to you that you may achieve freedom,
that you may reach the haqiqat and turn away from evil. I pray that you may follow the path of
righteousness and have the gift of the inner vision of Truth. This prayer means more than any
other prayer.

Do not forget my farmans; do not stop reading them when I depart. You should study my
farmans in the same way as you do the ginans. Try to interpret my farmans as you do the
ginans. My farmans and ginans are one and the same.

17
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I can only say to everyone who reads this book of mine that it is my profound conviction
that man must never ignore and leave untended and undeveloped that spark of the Divine
which is in him. The way to personal fulfillment, to individual reconciliation with the
Universe that is about us, is comparatively easy for anyone who firmly and sincerely
believes, as I do, that Divine Grace has given man in his own heart the possibilities of
illumination and of union with Reality. It is, however, far more important to attempt to offer
some hope of spiritual sustenance to those who, in this age in which the capacity of faith is
non-existent in the majority, long for something beyond themselves, even if it seems second-
best. For them, there is the possibility of finding strength of the spirit, comfort, and
happiness in the contemplation of the infinite variety and beauty of the Universe.
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Life in the ultimate analysis has taught me one enduring lesson. The subject should always
disappear in the object. In our ordinary affection one for another, in our daily work with
hand or brain, we most of us discover soon enough that any lasting satisfaction, any
contentment that we can achieve, is the result of forgetting self, of merging subject with
object in a harmony that is of body, mind, and spirit. And in the highest realms of
consciousness, all who believe in a Higher Being are liberated from all the clogging and
hampering bonds of the subjective self in prayer, in rapt meditation upon and in the face of
the glorious radiance of eternity, in which all temporal and earthly consciousness is
swallowed up and itself becomes eternal.
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Resources

&

¢ https://ismaililiterature.com/

* https:/www.monoreality.org/

20
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Thank you

Mashal Amin
mashal.madhani@hotmail.com
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Meaning of Ethics in
Merriam Webster dictionary

Ethics:
« A set of moral principles.
* A theory or system of moral lives.

* Principles of conduct governing an
individual or a group.

* the discipline dealing with what is good
and bad and with moral duty and

obligation.

62




Synonyms from
Webster
Thesaurus
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Ethos
Norms
Customs
Morality
Values
Standards

Manners
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Standard of Health (Book of
Healing)

"There is a standard to test everything, or in other words, there is a fixed
meter, measure or weight to weigh and measure things. In some modern
machines, there are many meters to check their inner condition, whether
there is any increase or decrease, or whether the machine is functioning
as desired or not.

Similarly in the world of Islam, the pure life, the sacred Sunnat and the
ideal character of the Holy Prophet are made such an inclusive standard
or the universal of universals, in whose light the people of insight can,
not only diagnose inner sickness and health, but also attain the treasure of
knowledge and recognition."
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Quran 68:4 And you are truly a man of
outstanding character.




Quran 33:33
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“Settle in your homes, and do not display
yourselves as women did in the days of pre-
[slamic ignorance. Establish prayer, pay
zakat, and obey Allah and His Messenger.
Allah only intends to keep the causes of evil
away from you and purify you completely, O
members of the Prophet's family!”



Islam

the religion of my ancestors

67

Memoirs: Chapter "Islam the
religion of my ancestors"

But having known the real, the Absolute, having
understood the Universe as an infinite succession
of events, intended by God, we need an ethic, a
code of conduct in order to be able to elevate
ourselves toward the ideal demanded by God.
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[t 1s said in a noble hadith:

"Oh! And indeed there is a lump of flesh in
the body, when it is good, the whole body is
good and when it is bad the whole body is
bad. Oh! And it is the heart.”

(Bukhari I, 44)

Hadith:

Quran: 2:10 “In their hearts is a disease, and
Allah increases their disease. A painful doom
is theirs because they lie.”
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“Whoever intercedes for a good cause will
have a share in the reward, and whoever
Quran 485 intercedes for an evil cause will have a share in
the burden. And Allah is Watchful over all

things.”
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Farman Mubarak of Noor Mawlana Shah Karim Al-Hussaini
Hazir Imam (as.)

“As your lives move forwards, keep in mind the ethics of our faith. Live within
the ethics of our faith. Live in righteousness, in generosity, in kindness, in
thoughtfulness for others, so that you put into practice, in your everyday lives,
our faith, which says that you are brothers and sisters. Help those who are in
need of help. Those who have made mistakes forgive them. Those who need
guidance, or help, give them that guidance, and that help.”

(Ahmedabad, India, 23rd February 2018)
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Pir Pandiyat-i Jawanmardi

or

Advices of Manliness

Hazrat Imam Mustansirbi’llah Il

Translated by

w. lvanow

Advices of
Manliness

"The real man is one who is happy if
his brother believer gains, and
aggrieved if he loses.”




Hadith

(for goodwill
and well-
wishing)
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It is narrated from Tamim Dari
that the Prophet said:

"Religion 1s goodwill." We said:
Goodwill to whom: He said: “To
God, His Book, His Messenger,
the Imams of Muslims and
Muslims in general.”



FarmanMubarak
of Noor Mawlana
Shah Karim al-
Hussaini Hazir
Imamca.s.):

73

“This is a time when throughout the Ummah there are a
number of issues that are in discussion—the nature of
statehood; the nature of constitutional government; the
nature of civil society; what is civil society and how does
civil society function well; how do institutions function well
for modern society - schools, hospitals, universities,
professional associations. But I want to remind my Jamat
that underlying all of that, underlying all of that, are the
ethics of our faith, the ethics of our faith. And I say to my
spiritual children: all the time, in your lives, keep in mind
the ethics of your faith, the ethics of your faith -- integrity,
humility, honesty, friendship, brotherhood, helping each
other when there are problems, being generous with your
wisdom, with your time, with your knowledge -- so that
within the Jamat there is friendship based on sharing
competencies of knowledge, of ability, so that the totality of
the Jamat worldwide can come up and benefit from the
totality of the knowledge of the Jamat..”

(Islamabad, Pakistan, 12th December 2017)
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Farman Mubarak of Noor Mawlana Shah Karim Al-Hussaini
Hazir Imam (a.s.):

"And I say to my spiritual children: continue to live with the ethics of
your faith, that is, with integrity, with regular practice of your faith,
with extending help to others who may need help - - the young, the
sick, the old. This brotherhood is the most powerful resource if you
put it into place, and if you put it into place, then, Insha'Allah, you
will bring happiness all around you, in your famllles in other families
and in the Jamat worldwide. So I convey to you today, my best, best
blessings to build this brotherhood™.

(Karachi, Pakistan, 17t December 2017)




Hadith
(Da'a'im II
page320)
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“People are God’s household, and the most
beloved to God is the one who helps his
household and makes them happy. And to
walk with a Muslim brother in order to fulfil
his need is dearer to God than the

i'tikaf (consecutive Ibadat) of two months in
the holy Ka'bah."

(Da'a'im, 11, page 320)



Hadith and
the Quranic
reference:
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Kullu ma rufin sadaqah = Every good
deed is a charity.

(Bukhari, II1 30, Da’a'im 11, 320).

Quran: 18:46

“Wealth and children are an ornament
of the life of the world. But the good
deeds which endure are better in the
Lord’s sight for reward and better in
respect of hope.”



Hadith:
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[t is mentioned in a noble hadith: "When God will raise
a mumin from his grave he will come out in a state in
which there will be a luminous figure (a subtle entity
= mithalun hasan) with him. When the mumin will pass
through difficulties, he will tell him: 'Do not be afraid!
You will never be harmed. Thus, he will continue to set
his mind at rest and give him glad tidings until he will
bring him to God. The exalted God will take from him
an easy account and will command him to go
to paradise. The mumin will then ask him: Who are you?
May God have mercy on you! You not only promised me
but also fulfilled it and turned my fear into peace. He
will say: I am a creature, which my Lord created from
the (collective) happiness which you used to give to
mumins (from your services and good deeds). So today 1
make you happy."

(Da'a"'im 11, pp. 320-21)



Hadith:
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In regard to service of a mumin there is a
prophetic hadith transmitted by Mawlana Ali
which says:

“A Muslim who serves a Muslim community
God will grant him as many servants
in paradise as he had served in this world.”

Kafi (111, page 296 )



Noor Mawlana
Shah Karim al-
Hussaini Hazir
Imam (a.s.)’s
Farman.

79

“It 1s very important that my Jamat should live within the ethics
of our faith. I am absolutely certain that if you are capable — or
able, I should say, rather than capable — able to live within the
ethics of the faith, the societies in which you live will be
respectful, will be grateful, will wish to participate in the
endeavour of living within the ethics of our faith. And what are
the ethics of our faith? First of all, to recognize brotherhood
and sisterhood within the faith. That relationship is a social
relationship but based on morality. And it is very important that
around the world, wherever the Jamat is living, that that
premise should be part of their everyday lives—whether it is
here in Pakistan, whether it is in neighbouring countries,
whether it is in the Western world, whether it is in Central Asia,
whether it is in the Middle East- this is the global principle
upon which the Jamat should live.”

(Taus, Ghizer, Pakistan, 10™ December 2017)



Imam-1
Z.aman's farmans

about Substance
Abuse

80

Mawlana Hazir Imam made the following farman in Kampala Uganda, 13th
July 2011

“For my Jamat in Uganda, | would like you to think carefully about the future
that you want to build in this country and in the region. And the first comment
that I would make is: live a disciplined life, do not indulge in bad habits, do not
indulge in bad habits which cause you to commit economic resources to
improper purposes. We are living at a time when we are still in a recession.
Wasteful use of resources is inadvisable, so I say to my spiritual children be
careful, do not live in a dissolute manner, do not use resources in an
inappropriate way, because you will need those resources to build your future.
Live within the ethics of your faith. Be clear, honest, straight, because it is in
the interest of the Jamat -- the whole of the Jamat -- to be seen as

a Jamat which every country around the world welcomes within its frontiers.
The freedom of the Jamat to move to look for new opportunity is intimately
linked to the respect with which the Jamat is seen around the world. So I say to
my murids keep that as a value which you invest in, which you defend.”

(Kampala, Uganda, 13th July 2011)
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Advices of Manliness:

"The true believer is one who is always patient, speaks
the truth, abstains from evil actions, is pious, clean and
pure-hearted and does not nurse any ill will."



Memoirs of
AGAKHAN III

82

Imam Sultan Muhammad Shah has stated in his
Memoirs:

“The healthy human body is the temple in which
the flame of the Holy Spirit burns, and thus it
deserves the respect of scrupulous cleanliness and
personal hygiene. Prayer is a daily necessity,

a direct communication of the spark with the
universal flame."
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Noor Mawlana Shah Karim Al-Hussaini Hazir Imam (a.s.) made a farman in
Nairobi, 23 July 2011

“As time moves forward, keep in mind that, though you may be seeking a better quality of
life, you may have access to better education, the reality is that every murid has a physical
being and a soul. And I want my spiritual children never to forget that each individual has
this duality of human life and, therefore, do not become hypnotised by the material world.
Give time and endeavour also to the practice of your faith, and live within the ethics of your
faith. Do not become hypnotised by fashion, social fashion. Do not indulge in activities
which are damaging either to your health or to your economic standing. This is short-
sighted, and it is in contradiction with the ethics of our faith.”

(Nairobi, 23t July 2011)
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The practice of Faith in the light of Mawlana Hazir Imam's farmans



Practice of faith

Noor Mawlana Sh48 Karim Al-Hussaini Hazir Imam (a.s.)
has made the following farman:

So it is important, in the decades ahead that, though you live in
occidentalised societies, the ethics of our Tariqah should be those
which guide you in your attitudes to everyday life.

Remember also that in our ethic, in the Ismaili, in the Shia Ismaili
ethic, the thought of Allah and the presence of Allah in your living
every day is highly significant. If you are working and you have
your tasbih with you, take the tasbih, even if it is for 30 seconds,
and call the name of Allah, or Ali, or Muhammad, so that in your
daily lives, there are moments which you devote to the practice, to
the thought of your faith. And there again, I think you will draw
great personal happiness from these small moments which you
devote to the ethic and the practice of your faith -- [ am convinced
you will find this true.

(Maputo, Mozambique, 12 August 1998)



Noor Mawlana Shah
Karim al-Hussaini
Hazir

Imam (a.s.)’s farman:

86

"Our Tarigah, Islam gives clear guidance about the way
to live the physical life: what is good what is not good,
what are the ethics of social behaviour, what are the
principles by which you should live. And I say to my
spiritual children today: do not wander, do not wander
from sirat al-mustagim. Stay on that straight path. Keep
the notion and the understanding of that straight path in
your hearts every day."

(Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania 14" March 1997)
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Quran: 49:13

“O mankind, indeed We have created you from
male and female and made you peoples and tribes
that you may know one another. Indeed, the most
noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most
righteous of you. Indeed, Allah is Knowing and
Aware.”

MAWLANA HAZAR IMAM
SHAH KARIM AL HUSSAINI AGA KHAN

DIAMOND JUBILEE
1957 - 2017
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a‘lo

Farman Mubarak of Noor Mawalana Shah Karim-Al-Hussaini Hazir Imam (a.s.)
to the Jamati Leaders on the occasion of his 80" Birthday

“ My wish in the decades ahead is that you stand firmly by the principles and the ethics of our
faith, wherever you are, whatever age you are, whatever you do in your lives, it is essentially
important to me that the principles of our faith should be respected every day of your lives.
This is my hope, and this is my prayer.”

(December 16, 2016)
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Diversity:

Diversity refers to the range of: human differences,
encompassing various characteristics such as race, ethnicity,
gender, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, age,
abilities, and more.
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Pluralism

Pluralism is derived from the Latin “plurals”, meaning
several or many.

It is a framework that leads to engaging a society for the
coexistence and acceptance of diverse:

e Perspectives
e DBeliefs
e C(Cultures
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Diversity and Pluralism:

Diversity focuses on the differences among individuals or
groups.

Pluralism emphasizes the acceptance and engagement
among people with those differences.
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Diversity and Pluralism

e Diversity is about the presence of various identities and
characteristics.

e Pluralism involves actively engaging with those
identities.




Pluralism in Shia
Imami Ismaili
Tarigah

“Pluralism means not only
accepting, but embracing
human difference. It sees the
world’s variety as a blessing
rather than a burden,
regarding encounlers with
the “Other” as opportunities
rather than as threats.”

University of Alberta, 2009
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Explanation:

e pluralism does not mean homogenization

e pluralism respects the role of individual identity.

e pluralism means reconciling the unique strengths in our
individual traditions with a profound sense of what connects us
to all of humankind

e 1no nation, no race, no individual has a monopoly on intelligence
or virtue




Farman Mubarak- Mu;'snbai, India

“And during the next years, this will be a priority for my work, so that, in countries
such as Tajikistan, Afghanistan, and others, we make our contribution to
reconstruction, to peace, and to the notion of pluralism. And here, I want to make a
very specific point to my Jamat in India, but also to my Jamat globally: there is no
country in the world where the Famat is living, where there are not different peoples with
different histories, different backgrounds, different languages, different faiths. This is what
we call a pluralist sociely’. And no country can hope to make real progress unless these
various groups of people learn to live in peace, to respect each other's histories and
lraditions, and [aiths. And the Qur'an is very specific; there is a specific Ayat in the
Qur'an which says that Allah made the human race, the totality of the human race,
from one soul. So keep in mind that we need to build these relationships.....”

17 May 2008




99

Speech at AKU convocation ceremony

“The spirit of a knowledge society is the spirit of
Pluralism and readiness to accept the other. Indeed, to
learn from him.”

December 2, 2006
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Foundation of Pluralism

Islam’s basic principle can only be defined as monorealism not
as monotheism

Memoirs of Aga Khan pg.175
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Continued
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'O mankind! Fear your Lord Who created vou [rom a Single Soul and

from it created its spouse and from them both has spread abroad a
multitude of men and women."

Al
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Excerpts from Allamah Sahib’s Teachings

o Ana-vi Ulwi:
The Higher “I” or the Ana-yi ulwi refers to the world of spirituality.
o Ana-vi Sifli :
Whereas the lower “I” refers to a human being, i.e., the personal world.

The concept of merging of all realities with the Higher “I” in the spiritual
world.

And dispersing of all realities and souls in the material world.

The differences that come with this world are temporary while the unity in
that world is permanent.
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Cont.

e [Human beings are like beads in a rosary, where beads refer to the different
attires that humans possess when manifesting into this material world and the
thread is their unifying soul.

e [tis saidin a noble hadith:
"People are God's household, and the most beloved to God
is the one who helps His household and makes them happy.”
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Cont.

This is the Same World about which Allamah Buzurgwar has mentioned in his
book “Bihisht-i asquring (Flowers of Paradise)”:

ot Ol O EINE )
ol i R ~ o L

[ have seen a pleasant place where all people are equal,
Like the equality of Azal (pre-eternity), the equality of Abad (post-eternity) is very sweel.

In order to reach that higher self it is important for us to reach the Higher “I” or
Ana-yi Ulwi.
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Wisdom of Pluralism

e All the people have the potential to reach this highest self in their
lifetime, but this is practically not possible for majority due to their own
deviations and sins. This results in innumerable diversity in this world.

Ol-ASaST 4l e 38581 O1-138563) (W3 § Baad i83laz 5 S35 ,85 (s @SCALS UL Ll @0
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"0 mankind, indeed We have created you [rom a male and [emale and made
you nations and (ribes that you may know one another. Indeed, the most

noble of vou in the sight of Allah is the most righteous of you. Indeed, Allah is
Knowing and Aware."

Al Quran 49:13
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CGont.

My Beloved Spiritual Children,

India is a pluralist country, and it is a blessing that Indian society is pluralist, because the
Qur'an is very clear. Allah says, "We have made you in many tribes, in many ways, so that
you may know each other." But it also says, "I have made you man and woman from one
soul, from one soul." That is the most unique expression, of the uniqueness, of the
singularity of the whole of the human race. Therefore, it is my hope that my Jamat will
build strong relations with all communities in India so that there is peace amongst people,
so that you can work together and, together, develop new opportunities for their and your
future generations, here in India.

(Sidhpur, Indi:
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Examples from Afaq and Anfus

® Batini people often give this example that all of creation is like one image, i.e., like a
jigsaw puzzle.
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Human beings are members of a whole, in creation of one essence and soul.

If one member is afflicted with pain, other members uneasy will remain.
If you've no sympathy for human pain, the name of human you cannot retain.

(Diwan of Sadi Shirazi)




Diversity In
Sh'ia Imami
[smaili Tarigah
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Farman Mubarak

“My beloved spiritual children, As we approach the 218t century it is quite clear that our world is
becoming smaller in terms of contacts amongst human beings from various parts of the globe
and this is true within the ummah and it is true within the jamat, more and more people are in
conlact with each other from different parts of the world and it must now be more clear to you
than ever before that the Jamat, the Ismaili Famat around the world is more diverse, is more
widespread, speaks more languages, has more inherited traditions and cultures than maybe
many of you have suspected, this is immense diversily, il is diversily of language, it is diversily
of place, of way of living, it is diversity in cultural history and yet each and every spiritual child
whether he is from northern Pakistan, whether he is from Afghanistan, whether he is from the Soviet
Union or whether he is from China, each of these spiritual Children is a murid of the Imam of the
Time and as murids of the Imam of the Time, no matter which part of the world we live in we are
members of a spiritual family, we are spiritual brothers and sisters”.

October 6y 1988

Daressalam Tanzania



The Syrian
[smalilis

The oldest Ismaili Jama at
around the globe




The Irani
[smailis

Seat of Imamat for seven
centuries

Portraitof
in the spec
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Afghan and
Tajik Ismailis

Rise after a political upheaval




[smailis of
South Pakistan

Diversity within Diversity
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Farman Mubarak

“As I have in front of me a Sindhi Famat, I will remind you that, when I was much younger and I
visited Pakistan, the Sindhis used to tell me jokes about the Punjabis, the Punjabis used to tell me jokes
about the Baluch and the Baluch used to tell me jokes about the Sindhis. What is the moral of this? The
moral of the story is that you are one brotherhood and yvou can laugh and be happy and enjoy your
differences. Your differences do not have to be a source of conflict. ...the question that every murid
must ask himself or herself is: what is good for the Famat and what can I do to help the Famat to
improve ils quality of life? And those questions do not get divided up as to what can I do for the Sindhi
Famat, or what can I do for the Punjabi Famat, or what can I do for the Gujarati Famat. The question
is - what can I do for the Famat? That is the question. So there are differences: cultural, linguistic,
historic. We are fortunate to have those differences. But make those differences work for the benefit
and the good of all the Famat.”

arachi, 26th oct 2000



[smailis of
North Pakistan
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Diversity as strength

e This implies that all the people have their own strengths uniquely different
from others which leads to need for providing platforms where strengths need
to be shared, as ultimately humans have to reach the destination of unity, i.e.,
the Higher “I”.

® “Life in its ultimate analysis has taught me one enduring
lesson; the subject should always disappear in the object.”
- Memoirs of the Aga Khan
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Examples from the life of Prophet
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Let there be no compulsion in religion, for the truth stands out clearly from [alsehood. So whoever
renounces false gods and belicves in Allah has certainly grasped the firmest, unfailing handhold.
And Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing.

Al Quran 2:256
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cGont.

"All mankind is from Adam and Eve, an Arab has no superiority over a non-Arab nor a non-
Arab has any superiority over an Arab; also a White has no superiority over a Black nor a Black
has any superiority over a White except by piety and good action. Learn that every Muslim is a
brother to every Muslim and that the Muslims constitute one brotherhood. Nothing shall be
legitimate to a Muslim which belongs to a [ellow Muslim unless it was given [reely and willingly."
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Examples from the Fatimid Era

e During the Fatimid Caliphate Egypt became the political, cultural, and
religious centre of the empire. After its conquests, the caliphate had always
shown religious tolerance to non-Shia sects of Islam, as well as to Jews and
Christians.

e Where not only did people of all religions live with peace and harmony but
also had complete faith in their rulers decisions.
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Example of Mawlana Hazir Imam

e The Aga Khan Development Network (AKDN) is dedicated to improving the quality of
life of those in need, mainly in Asia and Africa, irrespective of their origin, faith, or
gender. Our multifaceted development approach aims to help communities and
individuals become self-reliant.

The AKDN, homepage
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CGont.

e Mawlana Hazir Imam has said:

[ want my Jamat to breakdown walls and build bridges.
(Silver Fubilee, 1982)

e [He has also said ‘Do not cross the bridges’ because that would be contrary to
pluralism.
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Mawla’s further guidance for society

In order to cope with the changing context of the world, in the light of Ismaili
beliefs and Mawlana Hazir Imam’s teachings we learnt that:

Pluralism is not just a need of the hour, but such an inevitable framework with the
help of which, humanity needs to progress until all humanity reunites in the Single
Soul.







KRIDMAIT

Voluntary Service

Presented by:
Parsa Ali & Mastura Ameri
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Human beings are members of a whole,
In creation of one essence and soul.
If one member is afflicted with pain,
Other members uneasy will remain.
If you've no sympathy for human pain,
The name of human you cannot retain!

-AbU-Muhammad Muslih al-Din bin Abdallah
Shirazi (Sadi Shirazi)
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DEFINITION

It is an arabic word Khidma which means service.

Khidmat-i Khalg means service of all humanity

Service of all creations of Allah, without distinction of religion or nation,
to the extent that even if an enemy is in difficulty, you should help him.
The role of the volunteers is to serve the academic institutions, community
organizations and religious institutions.
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“And whoever volunteers good it is better for him”
(Holy Qur’an 2:184)

"The people are God's household and the most beloved to God is he who helps
His household and makes them happy."
(Hadith in A Thousand Wisdoms, 631)




“Today | give you a little motto and that is”_work without words “. Working for
the good of others is the best way to improve ourselves, because the results
are safe and secure. When you work for yourself, you are never happy. This is
not a new idea, but the result of thousands of years of experience. *

-Mawlana Sultan Muhammad Shah, His Highness the Aga Khan llI




“... | think my Grandfather’s expression was “Work no words”. My Farman to
you is “Work and Many Words” So communicate, laugh, enjoy life...”

-Mawlana Hazir Imam, Calgary, Canada, May 10th, 2018
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Launch of the
Ismaili Volunteers
Corp (IVC) in
Bombay and
Karachi.

Mawlana Sultan
Muhammad Shah
granted the use of
his own crest, the
Taj, as the emblem

of the Ismaili
Volunteer Corps.

Jamats around the
world have been
celebrating the

100th annive_r__s__a--r'y —

of the Ismaili
Volunteer Corps



“Service to Allah, to community, to society — in fact to humanity at large — is
an integral part of faith. Muslims are entrusted with the care and protection of
their fellow human beings. They’re enjoined to do good, to help, to share, and to
do that with kindness and compassion,”

-Dr Nadia Eboo Jamal
“Through centuries, we have read and heard about_Ismailis who have given of

their wealth, they’ve shared, they’ve taught, they have written, they have given of
their expertise and skills. They have looked after the poor and the elderly and the
weak, particularly when it came to offering refuge to those in need.”
-Dr Nadia Eboo Jamal




“The AKDN, because of its activities in economics, health, education, cultural
activities and others, is exceptionally well-placed to enhance the development
of civil society in many countries of the world. It is led by generous men and
women who offer their competencies and their time, many without
compensation, so as to contribute to the improvement of the quality of life in
their societies.”

-Mawlana Hazir Imam, Aiglemont, July 11th, 2017
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“Service is a means for each individual to actualise Islam’s ethics of inclusiveness, of
compassion, of sharing, of the respect for life, and of personal responsibility for
sustaining a healthy physical, social, and cultural environment,” she said. “Generosity.
is fundamental to this concept of volunteerism: generosity_of material resources, of
time, of thought and of knowledge."

-Princess Zahra, 1998, New Millennium meeting




e The Quran mentions “Help one another in acts of piety and righteousness.
And do not assist each other in acts of sinfulness and transgression. And
be aware of Allah. Verily, Allah is severe in punishment” (Quran 5:2)
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“During my Golden Jubilee six years ago, and this is important, Ismailis from
around the world volunteered their gifts not only of wealth but, most notably,
of time and knowledge in support of our work. We established a time and
knowledge framework, a structured process, for engaging an immense pool of
expertise involving tens of thousands of volunteers. Many of them traveled to
developing countries as part of this outpouring of service. One-third of those
were Canadians._Their impact has been enormous in helping us achieve best
practice standards in our institutions and programs, making us, we hope, an
even better partner for Canada.”

(Mawlana Hazir Imam, February 27, 2014)




“I have been impressed by recent studies showing the activity of voluntary
institutions and not-for-profit organizations in Canada to be among the
highest in the world. This Canadian spirit resonates with a cherished principle
in Shia Ismaili Culture -- the importance of contributing one's individual
energies on a voluntary basis to improving the lives of others. This is not a
matter of philanthropy, but rather of self-fulfillment -- "enlightened self-
fulfillment."

Mawlana Hazir Imam a.s, Parliament of Canada, 27 February 2014




“A true mu’'min serves the knowledge of Imamat in different ways. Since he is
a true lover of the Imam, he yearns to listen to the praise and admiration of his
Lord again and again because peace of the heart lies in this knowledge. There
is no doubt that for prudent believing men and women the best moments are
those which are spent for the sake of true knowledge, ibadat and higher
service” -

Spiritual Experiences, ‘Allamah Nasir al-Din Naslr Hunzai
For the purpose of self-fulfillment
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e Giving time to render e The discovery of knowledge ® The service of knowledge
physical service is a spiritual responsibility is a luminous service
e Ismaili Volunteer Corp (IVC) which enables us to better ® Among the different forms
maili Civic understand and serve God's  of khidmat, ilmi khidmat is

creation the most supreme



e “The seeking of knowledge, as described by Hazir Imam is not only a spiritual act; the
imparting of that knowledge for the benefit of others is a sacred duty. The relationship

between teaching and the connection of one human being to another is clear. Inspired by a
vision to move society forwards, and to_improve the quality of human life, teaching has
always required time, commitment, wisdom, and generosity of self. These are the ethical
premises that underpin the endeavour to teach.”

e “The best of charity, in Islamic terms, can go beyond material support alone. It can take the
form of human or professional support such as the provision of education for those otherwise
unable to obtain it, or of the sharing of knowledge to help marginalised individuals build
different and better futures for themselves.”

(Mawlana Hazir Imam, Islamabad Pakistan October 17, 2000)



“...those who know our history will recollect how often the most sophisticated brains, the
most sophisticated individuals, moved from one country to the other, to help Jamat here, to
help the Jamat there, to help Jamat improve its quality of life. And today you are part of a
global Jamat, and my happiness is that we are now beginning to mobilise global knowledge.”

-Mawlana Hazir Imam, Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, 6 July 2011







“In whatever we do, at whatever level, we have always been reliant upon
volunteers ... especially in today’s difficult circumstances, we must never lose
sight of, nor undervalue the secret of our Aga Khan Network’s success, the
element which underpins its professionalism...The heart and lifeblood of our
network [are]_the voluntary workers; the Boards, the Committees, the
volunteers — young and old — who contribute their time and efforts.”

-Mawlana Hazir Imam at Aga Khan Hospital expansion programme at
Diamond Jubilee Hall in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania on November 25th, 1982




“Through his words, through his actions, and through the results obtained by
the institutions that he has founded and encouraged and nourished, he has
become a light in much of the world’s conflicting darkness.”

“Mawlana Hazir Imam has encouraged Ismaili Muslims, settled in the
industrialised world, to contribute towards the progress of communities in the
developing world through various development programmes.”

-The Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson
Ex-Governor General of Canada




JUIRICE



Friends! Do not forget the verse of service
In both the worlds is always granted the fruit of
service

The tree of service is always laden with delicious fruit
'Tis full of repose for the soul, the shade of service

What gift should | give to thousands of friends?
How wonderful! There is a universal gift! The gift of
service

The leader who is wise is the servant of the
community
Everyone is not aware of this rank of service

It is the treasure of paradise, it is the song of paradise
This zeal for service, this chant of paradise

If service is worship, there must be a giblah
The Mawla of the time is the giblah of my service

Though the world is full of numerous pleasures
The flavour of service! 'Tis the unique delight of service

O the army of mu'mins! Naslru'd-din says:
Continue forever this chain of service




References
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Importance of Intellect
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| also wish that our younger generations - - and [ see
children from all different ages in front of me - - should
take advantage of good education, so that what Allah has
given us, which is a brain - - which is a brain - - we may
invest in that which has been given to us, which makes us
different from all the animals that surround us that we see
every day. That is the only difference - - not life, not
death, not sickness, not good health - - all that we share,
but we do not share one thing, that is the human brain.
And therefore we must engage our human brain in the
practice of our faith. And I have said this to my spiritual
children on many occasions: faith is a matter of the
intellect; the intellect, the human intellect, 1s what must
engage in the practice of faith.

Kampala, Uganda. 10 October 2017
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The divine intellect, “Aql-1 Kull”, both transcends
and informs the human intellect. It is this intellect
which enables man to strive towards two aims
dictated by the Faith: that he should reflect upon
the environment Allah has given him and that he
should know himself. It is the light of intellect
which distinguishes the complete human being
from the human animal, and developing that
intellect requires free enquiry. The man of Faith
who fails to pursue intellectual search is likely to
have only a limited comprehension of Allah’s
creation. Indeed, it is man’s intellect that enables

him to expand his vision of that creation.
Inauguration of the Faculty of Health Sciences and Aga Khan

University Hospital, Karachi, Pakistan
November 11, 1985
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Inna sharrad dawaaabbi 'indal laahis summul bukmul lazeena
laa ya'giloon

The worst of animals to God are the deaf and dumb—those
who do not reason (understand).

Holy Qur'an 8:22



Characteristics of Human Intellect
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» Innate Intellect — we are born with it — given
to us by God (as mentioned in the Kampala
Farman of 10t October 2017)

» Rasul-i awwal = First messenger — it is the
intellect of ordinary people which enables
them to have rudimentary knowledge

» “Agl-i gharizi = it is not learned but is capable
of learning from the Perfect Intellect or ‘Aql-i
Kull (which ‘informs the human intellect’,
1985 Speech quoted above)
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All Islamic schools of thought accept it as a
fundamental principle that for centuries, for
thousands of years before the advent of
Mohammed, there arose from time to time
messengers, illumined by Divine grace, for and
among those races of the earth which had
sufficiently advanced intellectually to comprehend
such a message. Thus Abraham, Moses, Jesus and
all the Prophets of Israel are universally accepted

by Islam.
The Memoirs of Aga Khan, p.174
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Qaaloo balaa gad jaaa'anaa nazeerun fakazzabnaa wa qulnaa
maa nazzalal laahu min shai in in antum illaa fee dalaalin kabeer

They will say, “Yes, a warner did come to us, but we disbelieved,
and said, ‘God did not send down anything; you are very much
mistaken.”

ekl laial 8 B8 L Jiad 3l aals S 310 05
Wa gaaloo law kunnaa nasma'u aw na'gilu maa kunnaa feee
as haabis sa'eer

And they will say, “Had we listened or reasoned (used our
intellect), we would not have been among the inmates of the
blazing Fire.”

Holy Qur'an: 67:9-10



s the Innate Intellect or Rasul-i

Awwal sufficient for Recognition
of Self and God?
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Yaaa aiyuhal lazeena aamanus tajeeboo lillaahi wa lir Rasooli
izaa da'aakum limaa yuhyeekum

O you who believe! Respond to Allah and to His Messenger when He
calls you to that which will give you life; ...
Holy Qur’an: 8:24

&
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Qul haazihee sabeeleee ad'ooo ilal laah; 'alaa baseera tin ana
wa manit taba'anee

Say (O Muhammad): “This is my way, | do invite unto Allah with clear
insight, which | and he who follows me possess). ...”
Holy Qur’an: 12:108
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The eye iy of no-avadl if it does not receive li,
From the sun or the moory or from a buyrning torch:
Semidarly the intellect; during reflection by itself
Remains inv WWM%MW&WWM
Except when it iy helped by a light from outzide;

Sayyidna al-Mu’ayyad fi’l-Din al-Shirazi

(Shimmering Light, p. 47)

Chashm-i sar bi aftab-i asman bi-kar gasht
Chashm-i dil bi aftab-i din chira bi-kar nist?
If the head s eye becomes useless without heavenw's sun;
Why not the heaut’s eye without religiow s sun?
Pir Nasir-i Khisraw, Diwan, p. 78.
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As we look to the future: what i1s essential?

What is essential for all murids around the
world?

The first is regular practice and understanding
of the Shia Ismaili Tarigah of Islam, and within
that Tarigah, the role that is played by intellect,
knowledge, understanding, wisdom, the
capacity to analyse and think ahead. So that is a
particularly important aspect - - whether you are
living here or anywhere else in the world - - that
is central to the continuum of happiness in the
practice of the faith.

Singapore 31t March 2012
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Today, we see many manifestations of Islam around
the world, but the Shia Ismaili 7arigah of Islam has
a number of characteristics which you, our Jamat
globally, represent. First of all, you represent a
Jamat in which there is an essential role for the
intellect. In our Tarigah, the intellect is part of faith.
You gain knowledge to understand Allah's creation,
and to live properly on this earth.

What that means is that education is an essential
part of the life of the Jamat. And it 1s education for
the purpose of living a better quality of life, but also
in order to have more understanding of our faith. So
the intellectual dimension of our faith is very
important for you to keep in your mind.

Mumbai 24" September 2013
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In Shia Islam, importance is given to the
intellect and to developing the capacity for that
intellect to think, to analyse, to internalise, and
to bring that bridge between the spiritual and
the material into constant unity in the way you
live your lives. Think of this carefully, and do
not consider that secular education and the
practice of the faith are conflictual. They build
on each other for those who understand the real
meaning of I[slam.

Zanzibar, 24" August 1997
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Why does Imam-i Zaman
emphasize Shiah Islam’s
insistence on Intellect?
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Malik b. Anas, an exoteric jurist says concerning ar-Rahmanu “ala’l-“arshi istawa:

“The Beneficent One sat on the throne” (20:5): Al-istiwa’u ma‘lumun wa-al-kayfiyyatu majhalatun wa-al-
imanu bihi wajibun wa-al-su’alu ‘anhu bid‘atun

“That He sits is known, but how (He) sits is unknown. It is incumbent to believe in this but to ask questions
about it is [damnable] innovation”.

BEALRY e-uS o) S Cal \}ﬁ-“‘u - fas'alooo ahlaz zikri in kuntum laa ta'lamoon = so ask the
People of Zikr if you know not! (Holy Qur'an: 16:43)

Pir Nasir-i Khisraw in his poetry censures such blind adherence and says:

They said, “The sharita does not depend on the intellect
Because Islam was established by the sword”
| replied, “Why then is prayer not enjoined upon children and the insane
Until their intellect becomes capable of choosing?”

See also: Mawlana “Ali’s saying: “Saluni gabla an tafgiduni ... Ask me before you will lose me about what
was and what will be till the Day of Resurrection.”
Hazrat "Ali(© by Rashida Hunzai, p. 38



What is the function of the
uman Intellect in our Faith?
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Prophetic tradition:

“The first thing God created was the Intellect (‘aql). God said
to it: Come forward! It came forward. Then He said to it: Go
back. It went back. Then God said: By My might and glory! |
have not created anything more revered by Me than you!
Through you | shall reward and through you I shall punish!”
Pir Nasir-i Khisraw writes that it is because of this divine
decree that in the true religion (din-i haqq), whoever uses the
intellect and worships God in the light of the intellect
(basirat), reaches eternal happiness. Meanwhile, whoever
ruins the intellect and acts without knowledge is afflicted

with eternal remorse.
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So education in Islam has a dual purpose - - it is
not only a worldly context but it is also a
spiritual context. And in our 7arigah, the
intellect is a fundamental component of the faith
that we practise. So I say to my spiritual
children: do not look at education only in terms
of what it brings you in worldly opportunity ~
but what it does to assist you to understand the
blessings that Allah has given our Jamat and
others.

Mumbai 25" September 2013
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Attend Jamatkhana regularly, understand how
intellect and faith come together in our
tradition, because intellect i1s there better to
understand our faith. So I would not wish my
spiritual children to become hypnotised - -
hypnotised - - by the worldly aspects of daily
life, because I believe that this could be very
damaging, not only for you here, but for the life
hereafter. Keep in mind that the soul is the only
part of each individual that is eternal. So do not
forsake the life of faith for the life of the world.

Kampala, Uganda, 23 August 2007
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And let me today remind you also of some of the principles of
interpretation which Hazrat Ali brought to our interpretation of
Islam. One of the essential principles that he brought, was that
Islam is not a faith only of rote - - it is a faith of the intellect, it is
a faith of individual search, it is a faith of commitment to others
in society. In this intellectual search, Hazrat Ali did not divide
faith and intellect. Hazrat Ali said that intellect is another facet
of faith. And it is upon us, upon you, to use your intellect within
the ethic of our faith in whatever time and whatever place you
live. Therefore, you have no division between intellect and faith.
The use of intellect is the proper behaviour in society at any
given time.

Moscow, 29" January 1995
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We are living at a time when human knowledge is expanding more quickly than at any other time in
human development. This is a time where there needs to be a careful reflection about faith and
intellect. Our good fortune is that our faith is a faith of the intellect in the sense that the practice of
our faith tells us to learn more every day about Allah's creation. This means that as you live in the
physical world, your intellect lives in another world. And it is up to each individual to follow the path
of intellectualism, to find in that intellectual path the goal which is faith, to understand the creation of
Allah. That is what Islam tells all Muslims. ...

The West has much to learn from Islam. I repeat that: "the West has a lot to learn from Islam!" So 1
would like my murids to represent our faith in the way it should be represented: respecting ethics,
living with integrity, living in an honourable environment and a happy environment using the
intellectbetter to understand Allah's creation. ...

Fortunately, science is teaching us more and more about Allah's creation, every day. But I do not
believe that the miracle of humanity is one that will ever be totally understood. And why should we
pretend to have the intellectual vanity to understand everything which is around us. Let us be
intellectually respectful, intellectually humble, intellectually curious, in intellectually well-directed,
but let us not pretend that the dimension of human knowledge has no limits.

Toronto 17" November 2017
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Some Conclusions:

Human intellect is a Divine gift to us only amongst all animals
It is a partial or imperfect intellect

God has also provided a Perfect Intellect (Prophet/Imam) to nourish and develop the
partial intellect (“He is perfect in himself and perfects others”)

We should never damage let alone destroy the human intellect through substance
abuse or in any other way

Use the intellect not only for worldly progress (material intellectualism) but also to
attain ‘spiritual enlightenment’, which is the ultimate purpose of human life

Submission to/obedience of the Imam is for the progress & perfection of human
intellect (as seen in Nature & many examples in our Tarigah of Pirs who expressed their
submission in unequivocal terms)

Terms like “ibadat/bandagi mean submission and in Qur’an verse 51:56 we are told that

God hac rreated hiiman heinoce and iinn for Hic recoocnition and warchin (liva’biidiinin)
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Balance in the Universe
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“It is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor
does the night outstrip the day. They float each

in an orbit.”
Ref;[Al-Quran 36:40]




Balance in Human body

“The body is a delicate balance of a
thousand systems, each one reliant on
the others to maintain equilibrium. When
we strive for balance in our lives, we
honor this intricate design.”




Climate Change and Balance

“We’re beginning to see in many parts of
the Muslim world ... how global warming is
beginning to create situations where life is
at risk, where it was not at risk before.”

Ref: | Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) during the Aga Khan Award for
Architecture 2016 Winner’s Seminar |

T
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My Beloved Spiritual Children
“... And the first point | would make to my Jamat, is to keep a good balance between faith

and world, between din and dunya, is to make sure that you do not forsake one for the

other, but that you keep in your heart, the way you live, good balance, so that you have the

practice of the faith=and you have worldly affairs which are 'in balance. Today, there is a

tendency to look to the material world as the predominant aspect of human life... And |

say to my Jamat, in India and elsewhere, practice regularly your faith, keep alive the
principles of your faith, of integrity, of unity in the family, of regular practice of the faith, and

try to build your lives around the duality of din and dunya.”

Ref: [Mumbai, India, 22 September, 2013]




Two Aspects of Human life

Zahiri or External Batini or Eternal
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My Beloved Spiritual Children,

“As time moves forward, there is the clear situation arising where the
search for quality of life is tending to cause material attitudes to become the dominant
feature of human life, and | simply want to say to my Jamat that, in Islam, that is not the
direction to follow.ndsiam, we seek the balance between din - faiths and duniya - the
world - we do not give up one for the other~And.it-is important that you internalize that
reflection and that you keep it as your personal value system... So | want to say to my
spiritual children in Bangladesh, as | would say to my spiritual children anywhere else around
the world: keep true to our values, to our ethies; to what we believe is right and not to get
misled by fashion, by social habits which are undesirable, by attitudes which, in the long
run, will damage our Jamat, will damage the Muslim world. And, therefore, | am saying to my
spiritual children: be aware, be aware, make your choices wisely ~ but be aware. Do not
let life engage you in a process from which you are no longer able to extract
yourselves to rebalance your future.”

Ref: [Dhaka, Bangladesh, 17 September 2013] ®
4
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Point of view of Islam




Continued...

Hazrat Ali (a.s) once Said:

Kun fi’d-dunya wa la li’d-dunya.

“Be in the world but not for the sake of the world.”

Ref: [Book: “Hazrat Ali” by Rashida Noormohamed Hunzai|

=
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Continued...

“A man who does not marry, who refuses to shoulder the
responsibilities of fatherhood, of building up a home and raising a family
through marriage, IS severely condemned. In Islam there are no
extreme renunciations, No asceticism, no maceration,.above all no

flagellations to su!?'ugate the body. The healthy human body IS the |
I

temple in which the flame of the Holy Spirit burns, and thus it deserves
the respect of scrupulous cleanliness and rpersonal hygiene. Prayer is a

gaﬂy necessity, a direct communication of the spark with the Universal
ame.” "

Ref: [Islam the Religion of My Ancestors by Hazrat Imam Sultan Muhammad Shah]

Islzaamm

the religion of my ancestors




5 Continued...

“There is a very well know Hadith of the Prophet, it may be correct, it may
not be correct, but in any case it shows what was the framework of society
of the time. The Prophet met two Muslims. One was a very holy man and
he was always in prayer and in Ibadat. Another performed Ibadat regularly,
but also carried out in a worldly manner, a worldly life; and the worldly man

said to the Prophet, "This man here is very holy, he has.ne responsibilities,
he spends his Tife in prayer and in-lbadat." Then the Prophet turned around
to the other man and said "What do you do?' The other man said, "l perform
Ibadat, | say my prayers, but | also lead a worldly life, so that | could
maintain this holy man, that means | pay for the living of this holy man." And
the Prophet said, "In that case, you are a better Muslim."

Ref: [Dhaka Bangladesh, 5th December 1964]




L

Concept of Balance in Ismailism (Historical perspective)

“The great religious authorities have divided the day and the night into three
equal parts, each eight hours long. And if you do the proper things which are
prescribed for each part of the day and night, you will succeed in your

spiritual progregg’s well as in your.worldly affairs. One part is assigned for
sleep, food, and domestic affairs. One is to be spent in following the
occupation in earning one's subsistence. And one part is to be devoted
to the worship of God, whose object is the attainment of the salvation and
eternal life.”

Ref: [The True Meaning of Religion by Pir SITHABU'D-DIN SHAH AL-HUSAYNI Translated into English from Persian by W. IVANOW]

L




Is this possible in the

context of modern
world?




How do we maintain that balance then?

“... If you have difficulty because your work environment requires you to be
there, take your tasbih, use your tasbih. Every time you use your tasbih,
it is a remembrance of Allah. And that, in itself, is a blessing. Call "Ya
Allah", call "YaMuhammad", call "Ya Ali", call the names of the Imams, but
just that second or those five seconds that you give in your lifetime every
day -- no fixed time, no fixed time - - is a way of saying, "I live my daily
life, but | have not forgotten my faith." So, | would like my murids to feel
comfortable in this knowledge that faith is part of everyday life. It must not
be separated from everyday life.”

Ref:[Mumbai, India, 17th May 2008]




My Beloved Spiritual Children

Secondly, secularization and materialism - - material attitudes - - are tending to become
important, or more important than they have been in the past. Islam is very clear on the
balance that Muslims should have between the practice of their faith and worldly
life. The unity of the Jamat, the future of the Jamat, is intimately dep_.'[" dent on maintaining
that balance, wherever my Jamat is living, and there is no conflict in° maintaining that

balance, so long as my Jamat keeps awareness of that balance. Ethical behaviour,
attending Jamatkhana, using the tasbih, occasionally, at times when nobody knows that
you are using your tasbih - - these are small'remembrances of faith which will help
you in your daily lives, so that faith and real life intertwine. They must intertwine,
otherwise, the principles of Islam could tend to be eroded by the forces of modern life.

Ref; [Nairobi, Kenya, 15 August 2007]




Continued....

¢/ Three points of advice from the Imam of
the time..

1) Practice of faith.. -
2) Ethics of Religion

3) Knowledge Society




1. Practice of Faith

“... As | look forward to the future of the Jamat, | ask
myself, "What are the foundations on which you will

build yoursfutures?" And | say to you today: thefirst is
respect and practice of our faith. The second'is  to use
knowledge for good purpose -- use knowledge for good
purpose. In Islam, we say, "Leamknowledge in order to
better understand the creation of Allah.”

Ref: [ Atlanta, Georgia, The USA , 15 March 2018]




2. Ethics of Religion

“The issues of ethics -- of integrity, of honesty, of loyalty, of generosity - - these issues,
which come from our faith. are essential for your lives ahead. In some parts of the world, there
has been a tendency to look at the material aspect of life and forget the aspect of faith; or faith
has become something which is occasional and not permanent. In Islam, the practice of the faith
is permanent, evem all'the time.-.-.you_live your faith. Andl am_-;sﬁﬁg to my spiritual
children today: attending Jamatkhana, having your tasbih with youyealling the name of
Allah, the name of Hazrat Ali, the names of the Imams in your tasbih, but keeping the faith
present in your lives, is absolutely essential; so that you keep the balance between din and
duniya, so that the ethics of the faith are permanently part of your psyche - - the way you live - -
because | am absolutely certain that that is a principle which must be upheld generation after
generation after generation.”

Ref: [Singapore, 3 December 2008]




3. Knowledge Society

My Beloved Spiritual Children

“l say to my spiritual children today, particularly the younger generations: learn and
learn and leatnangdearn and learn and learn -- learn and learn andlearn and learn
and learn. Becaﬂgﬁtoday, more than ever.before, lifelong learning is what you need to
accompany you as you move through your life. Education, knowledge, competence are
the key issues for the future of the Jamat around the world, not just here in Pakistan.
Whether it is here in Asia, whether it is in Africa, whether it is in North America, whether
it is in Western Europe -- knowledge is the basis of social progress, and it is known
today as "the knowledge society” .”

Ref: [Karachi Pakistan ,19 Dec, 2017]




My Beloved Spiritual Children,

Secondly, | say to my spiritual children today, do not forget that the only

part of you thatisstimeless is your soul; your bodyj% not timeless --
your soul is timeless. And therefore when you have a minute of peace take

your tasbih, call the name of Allah, the name of the Prophet, the name of
Hazrat Ali, so that at that moment you are in peace with your faith, so that

that part of your lives is with you all the time. Do not forget your faith!

Ref: [Toronto, Canada, 17 November 2017

L




Why are we here...?

Lotus Flower

G AY) A8 e Luall

This world is the farm of the hereafter

1

Holy Hadith




Conclusion

My Beloved Spiritual Children

“Once again, to each and everyone of you, everyone of you, whether your
families are all here or not, | give to each and every one of you my best, best
loving blessings, for your mehmani, that-it-may be multiplied many times in your
worldly lives, that you should find happiness, genuine complete happiness. Not
only worldly happiness -- No! No! No! No! No! No! No! No! No! No! No! Men
and women are made of two things: physical being and the soul. Do not ignore the
spiritual life. | hope that you will be enlightened by your spiritual lives, and | give

you my best, best affectionate blessings. ”

Ref: [Nairobi Kenya, 14 July 2011 afternoon]|
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FARMAN MUBARAK

“My Jama'at should always remember that ours is an intellectual
tradition which premiates the pursuit of knowledge that is to be
used better to understand Allah's creation and for the good of
larger society.”

(Aiglemont, 11 July 2017)
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FARMAN MUBARAK

“Keep in mind also that in Islam, education is not for material purpose.
Education is first to learn about Allah's creation - - that is the
fundamental purpose of education in Islam. After that, your education
is used for your own activities in your daily lives - - but in Islam,
education is first to learn about Allah's creation. What does that mean?
That means to learn about human life and, as you learn about human
life, to put that learning to your benefit, to the benefit of your families,
to the benefit of your future generations.”

(Islamabad, Pakistan, 14
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FARMAN MUBARAK

“And in this world, when | mentioned education, be careful not to think of
education only as a means of promoting worldly good. You educate
yourselves, in Islam; to have a better understanding of Allah's creation,
not only for the purpose of individual promotion. Yes, it is a vehicle for
individual promotion, but not at the cost of the practice of the faith, of
failing to understand din and duniya. You do not give up one for the
other. During your lifetime, you care for both your faith and world. So | say
to my spiritual children at this time in our history: remain true to our
understanding of sirat al-mustagim.”

(Mumbai, India, 27 Septe
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FARMAN MUBARAK

“Keep in mind that, historically, our Tarigah has premiated
knowledge. It is part of our history. It is part of what we believe. It is
part of what is important in order to understand, better to
understand, Allah's creation - - and, therefore, the search for
knowledge is part of our everyday lives - - and to share it.

(Atlanta, Georgia, USA, 14 March 2018)
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In verse (30:30) God says:
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SR LSy S GRSl o s ke (S S A s
‘o B (A e el )R Ayl s 1S oy

“This is the nature (fitrat=creation) of God upon which He has
created people. There is no change in the creation of God.”
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FARMAN MUBARAK

“Islam does not deal in dichotomies but in all-encompassing unity.
Spirit and body are one, man and nature are one. What is more,
man is answerable to God for what man has created.”

(Speech to Asia society, New York, 25 September 1979)
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It is mentioned in a prophetic tradition:
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"Indeed, God has laid the foundation of His religion on the

example of His creation so that His creation may be adduced as

evidence of His religion and His religion as evidence of His
Oneness."
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e What does the sun say?
e What do the clouds say?
e What does the water say?

(Chapter: Symbolic Language) gea ﬂ

‘Allamah Nagir al-Din Nasir Hunzai



EXAMPLE OF SUN

The Sun by the sign and symbol of its
permanent existence and constant action
says that just as all things of the external
world exist and survive because of the
material blessings of the sun, all the
things in the world of religion exist by the
favours and blessings of the sun of the
light of guidance who is the Prophet or
Imam of the Time.
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The eye is of no avail if it does not receive light
From the sun or the moon, or from a burning torch,
Similarly the intellect, during reflection by itself,
Remains in the throes of doubt and bewilderment.
Except when it is helped by a light from outside;

Then it ascends the ladder of enlightened contemplation

Sayyidna al-Mu'ayyad fi'l-Din al-Shirazi

(Shimmering Light, p.47)
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EXAMPLE OF CLOUDS

Light of the sun enables the water to attain
the wings of subtlety and purity and to fly
towards the height of the atmosphere. Thus,
the clouds in the language of signs and
wisdom say that those who obey the light of
guidance, their fortunate souls are purified
and liberated from the physical and spiritual
densities and fly to the heights of the higher
world.
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EXAMPLE OF WATER

In the language of wisdom water
always says to the people that just as
you wash and purify your bodies in
physical water, you wash and purify
your souls in the water of true
knowledge.
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FARMAN MUBARAK

“Allah’s creation is eternal and part of His creation is man’s own mind ...
And remember because that creation is eternal, and it knows no limits
in time, Allah may create today, He may create tomorrow, and therefore
it is quite possible that what is not discoverable today may become
discoverable by tomorrow.”

(Toronto, Canada, 26 April 1983)
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FARMAN MUBARAK

“Islam does not accept this conflict, that Islam on the contrary overcomes
the conflict through its message by explaining that Allah’s creation is
continuous, and that it is total, and that it is limitless. And therefore in the
message of Islam, science is one means by which man perceives Allah’s
creation, His continuing limitless creation ... Man and his soul are the
creation of Allah and therefore it is unwise to view science as a method of
perceiving man’s dominance of his surroundings. Man does not control
his surroundings and the more man learns and understand his
surroundings, the more the Islamic perception of life becomes important
and comprehensible.”

(Vancouver, Canada, 21
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EXCERPT FROM MEMOIRS OF THE AGA KHAN

“The creation according to Islam is not a unique act in a given time
but a perpetual and constant event.”

(Islam the religion of my ancestors)
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CONCEPT OF

CREATION

No beginning and no end
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In the verse (41:53) God says:
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"Soon We will show them Our signs on the horizons (of the
world) and also within themselves, until it will be manifest
unto them that He is the Truth".
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EXAMPLE OF THREE BOOKS

1. The Quran (The Silent Book)
2. The Macrocosm (The Book of Universe)
3. The Microcosm (The Book of Personal World)
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PRINCIPLE OF EXCELLENCE

e Among stones the most excellent are gems and among gems, the ruby.

e Among the heavenly Books, Quran is the most excellent, and the most
excellent from its surahs is the Suratu’l-Fatihah, which is in the position of
Ummu’l-Kitab, the Mother of the Book.

e The most excellent among trees are fruit-bearing ones and among them the
date palms tree is the best.

e Among humans, excellent one is the Perfect Man who is who is the
embodiment of the Universal Intellect and the Universal Soul.
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MAJORITY AND MINORITY

e Most of them are ignorant. Osleda aa K
(6:111)

e Most of them do not believe. Osiain Y aa Kl
(2:100)

e Most of them are disobedient. O sanlal) 24 K]
(3:110)

e Most of them do not reason. Syoling Y e,;)ﬁj
(5:103)

e Most of them do not know. BPARRVII

(6:37)
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MAJORITY AND MINORITY

e Few of my servants are grateful. }))m‘ gSJL\C Cre (8
(34:13)
They believe not, except for a few. AT o
T PRI O S " S V) G she 3
(4:46)

e They were not understanding except
for few. (48:15)




224

PRINCIPLE OF EXCELLENCE

e Among stones the most excellent are gems and among gems, the ruby.

e Among the heavenly Books, Quran is the most excellent, and the most
excellent from its surahs is the Suratu’l-Fatihah, which is in the position of
Ummu’l-Kitab, the Mother of the Book.

e The most excellent among trees are fruit-bearing ones and among them the
date palms tree is the best.

e Among humans, excellent one is the Perfect Man who is who is the
embodiment of the Universal Intellect and the Universal Soul.
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“You think that you are a small body, while the macrocosm is
folded within you”.

(Saying of Mawlana Ali)
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AN EXCERPT FROM HAZIR IMAM'S LETTER

“Islam is fundamentally in its very nature a natural religion. Throughout the Quran
God'’s signs (Ayat) are referred to as the natural phenomenon, the law and order of
the universe, the exactitudes and consequences of the relations between natural
phenomenon in cause and effect. Over and over the stars, sun, moon,
earthquakes, fruits of the earth and trees are mentioned as the signs of Divine
power, Divine law and Divine order. Even in the Ayah of Nur, [the] Divine is referred
to as the natural phenomenon of life and even references are made to the fruit of
the earth. During the great period of Islam, Muslims did not forget these principles
of their religion.”

(Letter to H.E. Dr. Zahid Hussain, President of Arabiyya
have we forgotten in Islam?”, Karachi, Paksitan)




THANK YOU

BN



Prepared by Khawaja Naeem

https://global-lectures.com/courses/farmans-on-
brotherhood-sisterhood/lesson/watch-lecture-video-112/

BROTHERHOOD
&
SISTERHOOD

IN THE LIGHT OF FARAMIN MUBARAK OF

MAWLANA HAZIR IMAM SHAH KARIM AL-HUSSAINI
(S.A.)



mmomi
Typewritten Text
Prepared by Khawaja Naeem

mmomi
Typewritten Text

mmomi
Typewritten Text

mmomi
Typewritten Text

mmomi
Typewritten Text

mmomi
Typewritten Text
https://global-lectures.com/courses/farmans-on-
brotherhood-sisterhood/lesson/watch-lecture-video-112/

mmomi
Typewritten Text

mmomi
Typewritten Text

mmomi
Typewritten Text

mmomi
Typewritten Text

https://global-lectures.com/courses/farmans-on-brotherhood-sisterhood/lesson/watch-lecture-video-112/

Contents

Brotherhood, one of the Core Premises of our Faith
Brotherhood in Ismailism

® Brotherhood in Islam

® Brotherhood in the world of Humanity

® From Jamats of different parts of the World to one Global Jamat
® What to achieve and How to achieve with Global Brotherhood
Is Brotherhood Cure / Remedy to many of Spiritual diseases?

Conclusion



"BROTHERHOOD, ONE OF THE CORE PREMISES
OF OUR FAITH

WHAT'’S THE REALITY OF HUMAN EXISTENCE?

— Quran Says (Surah 31 Verse 28):

= _ ’3/ g o}’.o/ 9/ 0}501 \.Q
9-)?3 - l " ) j

Translation:  “Your creation and resurrection is but (the creation and

resurrection of) a Single Soul.”

llIII

While we, having two existences (the Higher “I”’ and the Lower “1”), and per the higher existence,
we all are related to each other spiritually regardless of differences in physical attributes. Thus, all

the human beings belong to one single origin, the Single Soul or Nafs-1 Wahida.
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/7 BROTHERHOOD, ONE OF THE CORE PREMISES

OF OUR FAITH (Contd.)

In the same context, if we study Surah 49 Verse 10 of Holy Quran which says:

2 9

) 65l )

Translation: “The Mu’mins are surely brothers.”

And a Hadith, in which Prophet Muhammad (SAW) said:
“Mu’mins are surely brothers and Prophets are like a single soul.”
[Book: Mi’raj-1 Ruh (Urdu) by Prof. Dr. Allamah Nasir-al Din Nasir Hunzai, pg 30.

English Translation: Ascent of Soul, pg 28]
It is evident that although humanity is scattered at the lower levels, it is united at the higher level

and at the height of the Universal Soul, it is like a single soul from pre-eternity to post-eternity.



OF THE CORE PREMISES
OF OUR FAITH (Contd.)

Another Hadith of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) reflects the same purport by calling
humanity as God’s household.

Prophet Muhammad (SAW) said:

“People are God’s household, and the most beloved to God is the one who
helps His Household and makes them happy...”

[Book: Da’aimul-Islam (Arabic), Volume 2, pg 320]

— Mawlana Sultan Muhammad Shah (S.A.) also explained the same as:

“You are my spiritual children but [remember that] soul is only one.”

[Bombay, India, 1995]
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MOSCOW, RUSSIA
29 JANUARY 1995

..But remember that all my murids, wherever you come ﬁfom, are brothers and
sisters, and put that Ve[aﬁonshqo nto your lives. Remember also that your Ve[ationship

to each other, and your re [ationship to the lmam, is one of a spiritua[ bond.



BROTHERHOOD IN ISMAILISM

— Brotherhood in Ismailism to;
* Look after the underprivileged
e Stand by each other in difficulties
e Share competencies and knowledge
* Help in raising quality of life

e Build institutions in order to serve jamat better
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MAPUTO, MOZAMBIQUE
12 AUGUST 1998

The accumulation of wealth is to protect and care for the family, the Jamat. That which
is in excess, then be generous with it. That is the ethic of our faith. The question is not
only, “What have 1 achieved?"; the question is, "What have 1 helped others to achieve?"

That is the notion of social conscience in 1slam.

You must ask those questions of yowfse[ves and, gC you ask them properly, then 1 think,
you will ﬁnd the correct answers, and you will be happy with the answers, because
they will give you a sense of living daily within the ethic of the faith. So it is important,
in the decades ahead that, though you live in Occidentalized societies, the ethics of our
Tariqah should be those which guide you n your attitudes to everyday l'gce.
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KARACHI, PAKISTAN

17 DECEMBER 2017

And 1 want my jamat to know that, as your Imam, 1 sense the fee[ing of brotherhood
around the world when it is ﬁincﬁoning, because murids when they are in diﬁ'picul’cy,
come to me. When ’chey do not come to me, it is that you are working well. Do you
follow me? Good, good - - that is my great happiness when the Jamat is united, when
you are helping each other, when you are living as a brotherhood and a sisterhood, and

this is the most excellent way for you to live.
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KAMPALA, UGANDA

10 MARCH 1997

Look at members of the Jamat as brothers and sisters, part of a brotherhood, men and
women who have common attitudes, common princ'qo[es, common ethics. Keep the

Jamat united.
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SIJD, BADAKHSHAN, TAJIKISTAN

26 MAY 1995

..every day, you remember that you are brothers and sisters, and that whatever

difficulties you face in life, you should always stand by each other and try to help each
other
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MUMBALI INDIA

1** MARCH 2018

And, at the end of this Farman, 1 remind my sp'uri‘ma[ children, here in India and
around the world, that you are brothers and sisters. He[p where he[p is needed, be
generous where generosity is needed, be strong where streng‘ch is needed, be kind
where kindness is needed, so that you build within ’che]amat a sense - - a strong sense
- - of brotherhood and sisterhood, so that no murid feels isolated, fee[s lost. Every
murid should know that he or she has thousands qf brothers and sisters around the
world. So no murid is alone and, in addition to which, 1 am with all my murids around
the world.



BROTHERHOOD IN ISLAM

— Brotherhood in Islam;
* To maintain peace and harmony
* To respect each other and their interpretations
* To Build social conscience

* NOT to forsake our own ethics of faith and identity
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YOGED, BADAKHSHAN, TAJIKISTAN

27 SEPTEMBER 1998

Today, however, 1 want to address a diffeven‘c aspect of our fai’th which unites all the
interpretations Qf 1slam, and which 1 hope will become the central premise upon which
we can all build our civil societies of the fu’cwre. ] Vefev to the ethics of our fai’ch.
Because the ethical premises of civil [ife are shared on all the schools of Islam, we have
the remarkable opportunity to build the ﬁAtuve of the civil societies in which we will

live on premises which will unite all Muslims, and not divide them.
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GARAMCHASHMA, CHITRAL, PAKISTAN

o DECEMBER 2017

It is unacceptable that there should be tension or conflict within the Ummah. 1t is
against the very ﬁmdamen’ca[s of [slam. Tslam tells you that you are all brothers and

sisters, and that is the Ve[ationsh'qo that you, and of course myself, must defend every
day of our lives.
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ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN
14 DECEMBER 2017 (AFTERNOON)

1would like to feel that we have warm relations with other communities in Pakistan and
elsewhere, so that we can care for them and they can care fov us so that society
ﬁmcﬁons as one brotherhood amongst men and women, so that progress can be made

wherever you are ['Lving. So this social conscience is something to which 1 attach very

great importance.



BROTHERHOOD IN THE WORLD OF HUMANITY

— Brotherhood among all human beings;
* To Respect others’ existence and their practices
* To build bridges — knowledge bridges
* Torender love and kindliness

* NOT to forsake our own ethics of faith and identity
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YOGED, BADAKHSHAN, TAJIKISTAN
27 SEPTEMBER 1998

Most of you here present live in the Western world and, thevefore, you live in a world whose practice in
their fai’th S diﬁferent ﬁfom ours, but it is important that you keep in mind that, though there are
diﬁ%vences, those diﬁ%rences should never separate you fvom the societies in which you live. 1 have said

this loefore in my Farmans and | repeat it: seek to build bﬁdges with other ﬁliths, other peoples so that

you create an environment of respect and harmony with the peop les amongst whom you live.

There is no need to forsake your ethic, to forsake the integrity of yowr faith in order to build those
relations. And, therefore, it is important that you be comfortalo[e in the notion that these relations can

be built soundly and with integrity, but without giving up, in any way, your convictions, your practice
and the ethic qf your ﬁuﬂL This is important because the 'Ldentity of the Jamat, indeed the idenﬁty of the

Ummah as a whole, is a matter of major concern to you and to me, in the decades ahead.
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CAIRO (PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATION)
20 FEBRUARY 1955

“But, as 1 have exp[a'med in my Memoirs fov the whole world to understand there are two
worlds — the world of material in’ce“igence and the world of spivi‘cua[ enligh‘cenment The
world of spiritua[ enﬁghtenment s ﬁmdamen‘ca”y diﬁferent ﬁfom the world of material
intellectualism and it is the prlde of the 1smailis that we ﬁrmly believe that the world of
spiritua[ en[ightenment has come as a truth ﬁr‘OWl the nception of Islam to this day with the
Imamat and carries with it as one of its necessary consequences love, tenderness, kindliness

and gentleness towards first our brother and sister Muslims of all sects and, secondly, to those

who live in righteousness, conscience and justice towards their fellow men.

Mawlana Sultan Muhammad Shah (S.A.)



FROM JAMATS OF DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE
WORLD TO ONE GLOBAL JAMAT

— Previously, Ismailism and Ismaili Da’wat was based on a system in which the world was
considered to be divided in to twelve (12) Islands. Each Island used to be under
supervision of a Hujjat, under whom used to serve Da’is. And the whole system, used to
follow strict rules and regulations, compliance to which was mandatory for every murid

in order to progress in faith.

— Today, every single murid comes under the umbrella of ONE JAMAT, GLOBAL JAMAT. The
Imam of the time renders guidance to the whole jamat at the same time while
emphasizing maintaining diversity and pluralism as well.
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ZANZIBAR, TANZANIA

24 AUGUST 1997

Whether an 1smaili is a Tajik or a Kyrgyz or an Afghan or an lranian or a Zanzibari - -
he and she are your brother and your sister. And their concerns are your concerns; and

your concerns are the lr concerns.
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KHARADAR, KARACHI, PAKISTAN
22 OCTOBER 2000

..remember to live a life which is the [ife within our Tariqah, the practice of our faith,
the upho[ding of our ethics, and be true to our fai’th, because it is essential that the
spirit of brotherhood should be strong amongst us. Remember that the Jamat is a
worldwide Jamat - - it is not a Jamat of Afghanistan, or a Jamat of Pakistan, or a Jamat
of Kenya - - it is a worldwide Jamat.
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KARACHI, PAKISTAN

17 DECEMBER 2017

This brotherhood, this brotherhood amongst all the Jamat worldwide, is a fundamental
resource that every murid should be able to rely on. You should be able to vely on this
bVOt’/leV’/lOOd SO t’/]_at When you move, W”len youface C’/Ia“enges, W’/len you ,/lave LSSMQS

you have to resolve, that all ’che]ama’c and its institutions should come in support.
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CALGARY, CANADA

10 MAY 2018

So 1 say to my sp'uritual children: as a g[o’oal brotherhood, is it not correct, is it not
appropriate, that those who have had good education, that are competent in various

fields, should strengthen our institutions in other parts of the world, so that the Jamat
glolf)aﬂy is able to make progress in their evevyday lives.
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NAIROBI, KENYA

13 MARCH 1997

And 1 am sure that you will want to share in this notion that the Jamat is a
brotherhood, a worldwide brotherhood of different people, different backgrounds,
different languages, but a common interpretation of Islam.



WHAT TO ACHIEVE AND HOW TO ACHIEVE WITH

GLOBAL BROTHERHOOD
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ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN
12 DECEMBER 2017 (AFTERNOON)

all the time, in your lives, keep in mind the ethics of your fai‘ch, the ethics of your fal’ch
-~ integrity, humi[i’cy, honesty, ﬁ'iendship, brotherhood, helping each other when there
are prolo[ems, Ioeing generous, not on[y with the material world, but more important
generous with your wisdom, with your time, with youwr knowledge - - so that within the
Jamat there is friendship based on sharing of competencies, of knowledge, of ability, so
that the totality of the Jamat, worldwide, can come up and benefit from the totality of
the knowledge of the jamat.
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KARACHI, PAKISTAN
16 DECEMBER 2017

So 1 say to my spiritua[ children ﬁfom Pakistan: Lf you wish to serve in other parts of
the world, come fovwavd, tell me, oﬁer your support because ours is a world
brotherhood. We support each other across ﬁfonﬁers, across institutions, in the
various activities that we have. And this magny{cent brotherhood is a foundaﬁon which

is ours to build on, and to build on intelligently and with capacity. So 1 say to all my
sp iritual children in Pakistan: join in the eﬁrort to support our Jamat worldwide.



256

TORONTO, CANADA
18 NOVEMBER 2017 (MORNING)

What 1 am [ooking for ﬁfom my leaders and ﬁrom my Jamat is active brotherhood,
helping each other when there are diﬁﬁtculﬁes so that as time goes on no one (s leﬁ
aside ﬁom the endeavor to improve the quali’cy of life that each individual and each
family should have.



Is Brotherhood Cure / Remedy to many of Spiritual
diseases?

‘ ARROGANCE
‘ DESPAIR

‘ COWARDICE
GREED ‘

IGNORANCE ‘

DEJECTION

BROTHERHOOD AND SISTERHOOD\

0.



CONCLUSION
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KARACHI, PAKISTAN

19 DECEMBER 2017
In Islam, awareness qf Allah is a ﬁmdmenta[ p‘rincip[e, and, therefove, 1 wish my sp'ufi‘cual

children to understand that that awareness is very, very, very important. | have not made this
Farman to my spiri‘cua[ children Ioefore, and 1 make it to you today because 1 want you to
understand that, though you live in a material world, you must not make that material world
your ultimate life's goal. Youwr ultimate life's goal is spiritual happiness, strength of faith,
practice of the faith, practice of the ethics of the faith - - of brotherhood and sisterhood, mutual
respect and support, generosity to those who need support. So these ethical pr'mc'qo[es are the
ones upon which my Jamat should live. And, Tnsha Allah, you will ﬁnd great happ'mess in

[iving in those pr'mc'qales.
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Meritocracy & Best Practice

Irfanali Mehsania
Aminuddin Momin
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A meritocracy is...

“A social system, society, or
organization in which people get
success or power because of their
abilities, not because of their
money or social position.”

—Cambridge Dictionary



“Meritocracy means a society in
which people, institutions, improve,
grow, develop according to merit,
according to competence, according
to knowledge, according to ability.”

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) Bombay, India November 22, 1992



August 14 1994

November 22 1992

November 10 1995

November 11 1992

March 10 1997

December 4 2003

August 16 1992
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‘Tl

April 10 1987

August 24 1992

¢ —o——0—0—© -——@ T L. ‘—P

October 22 2000

December 18 1996

November 18 1992 I November 13 1994

August 5 1994

November 10 2001

March 14 1997




Why does the Imam emphasize meritocracy?



“As society will become increasingly meritocratic in
Africa and elsewhere, 1t will be necessary for you to
educate yourselves throughout your lifetime. The
notion of school education as being the end of
education -- that notion 1s finished. Knowledge is
increasingly available for the Jamat and others
throughout their lifetime.”

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) Dar-es-Salam, Tanzania, 14 March 1997



“Educate yourselves throughout your lives. Whether
you are a farmer, whether you are a doctor, whether
you are a nurse, whether you are a businessman,
whether you are a lawyer, all through your lives 1t will
become important to improve the quality of your
knowledge. So that education 1s not thought of as a
process which occurs only when you are young, but it
occurs all through your lives.”

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) Bombay, India, November 22, 1992



“And the first principle 1s to use your intellect within
the parameters of the ethics of the faith. But do not
fear using your intellect to prepare yourselves for the
future, because the future will be a meritocratic future
where individuals, institutions, countries, will find
their position in world society according to the
competence with which they govern their lives, their
institutions, their countries.”

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) Moscow, Russia, 29 January 1995



“And every one has a direction to which
he turns. Excel then to do good works.”

— Qu’ran (2:148)



“The greatest Means of Excelling: As mentioned in
the booklet “Pure Intellect”, the fountainhead of good
deeds is the intellect and he who does not have
intellect and wisdom, does not have any goodness,
because abundant good i1s linked to wisdom (2:269)
and wisdom 1s one of the names of intellect. Thus the
greatest means of excelling others is wisdom 1n which
1s hidden the treasure of abundant good.”

Allamah Nasir al-Din Nasir Hunzai, Rubies and Pearls, pg. 103



) s9.Us (Excel)

"Excel to a special forgiveness from your Lord and to a Paradise the vastness of which is
like the vastness of heaven and the earth." (57:21)

) se Jlu (Hasten)

“And vie one with another in hastening [to obtain special] forgiveness from your Lord,
and towards paradise as wide as are the heavens and the earth, prepared for the righteous.”
CRHER)

)358 (Flee unto Allah)

“So flee to Allah. Indeed, I am to you from Him a clear warner.” (51:50)



“Islam does not deal in dichotomies, but in all-encompassing Unity. Spirit
and body are one, man and nature are one...”

Excerpt From Mawlana Hazir Imam’s Speech

First Seech about Islamic Architecture at the Asia Society in New York on September, 1979



“I am always by your side. And I wish you mushkil-asan, a life of happiness, of success --

dini and dunyawi success, both. Remember -- I said dini first!”

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) Islamabad, Pakistan, 12 December 2017

“I give you best, best loving blessings for happiness, for long life, for good health and
success both in dini matters and matters of the world — both spiritual and material. ”

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) Paris, France, 23 June 2018



“The world of the future 1s a competitive
world, and 1t would be extremely short sighted
-- extremely unwise -- to accept mediocrity as
the standard which we wish for the years

ahead.”

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) Maputo, Mozambique, 22 November 2007



“In preparing yourselves for meritocracy in the decades
ahead, don’t accept mediocrity, don’t accept that
education with a capital ‘E’ is what 1s going to serve you
during your lifetime. It is the quality of the education that
will count for you.”

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) London, England, 1994





https://docs.google.com/file/d/1dFKrbsx9BruOiyGcmy5QVati2jCYr7uE/preview

Why does the Imam emphasize best practice in a meritocratic society?



Best Practice is...

“commercial or professional
procedures that are accepted or
prescribed as being correct or
most effective.”

—Oxford Dictionary



“Remain united in our Tariqah. Practice the Tarigah regularly.
Keep its ethic as part of your lives, its generosity, its concern
for the poor, its concern for the sick, its concern for the aged.
Do not let the ethic of our Tariqah of Islam disappear in the
meritocratic society. Because meritocracy is not only in worldly
matters, but it 1s also in the way in which you relate amongst

yourselves.”

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) Vancouver, Canada, August 24 1992



“I firmly believe that the higher experience can to a certain extent be prepared for by absolute devotion
in the material world to another human being. Thus from the most worldly point of view and with no
comprehension of the higher life of the spirit, the lower, more terrestrial spirit makes us aware that all the
treasures of this life, all that fame, wealth and health can bring are nothing beside the happiness which
is created and sustained by the love of one human being for another. This great grace we can see in
ordinary life as we look about us, among our acquaintances and friends.”

The Memoirs of Aga Khan pg. 22



“And seek to make best practice the way_you think, the way you
work, the way you live, the way you work with your families,

the way vou educate your children, the way you look after your

good health.”

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) Hyderabad, India, 27 February 2018



Diamond Jubilee Emblem of Mawlana Hazir Imam
(a.s.)

Calligraphy from the Qu’ran (49:13)




“The Holy Qur’an says: “O Mankind! Lo! We have created you male and
female, and have made you nations and tribes that you may know one another.
Lo! the noblest of you, in the sight of Allah, is the best in conduct. Lo! Allah 1s
Knower, Aware.”

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) Dushanbe, Tajikistan, May 24 1995



Hadith

“People are God’s household, and the most beloved to God is the one who helps
His household and makes them happy.”

Allamah Nasir al-Din Nasir Hunzai, Book of Healing pg. 248



“And it 1s extremely important that our institutions should aim always to serve with best

practice. That means that not only you give of your knowledge, but you give of your
personal endeavour to add to whatever service you are offering. Our institutions represent

our Jamat in the minds of people outside the Jamat.”

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) Dar -es-Salam Tanzania, October 12, 2017



“Our Jamat 1s established in more countries, carrying out more activities than ever before.
And 1n order for us to be successful we need to share knowledge -- not keep knowledge to
ourselves but share knowledge, share competence, share thoughtfulness, share thinking
ahead of what you wish your families to be over time in various parts of the world.”

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) Ahmedabad, India, 25 February 2018



“Keep in mind that sharing of knowledge 1s part of our history. It is not something which
the 49th Imam says to you today -- it is part of our history, it is part of what has protected
and sustained the Jamat through decades and centuries of history -- the sharing of support,
of knowledge, of competence, of care.”

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) Atlanta, Georgia, United States of America, 15 March 2018



“This moming I quoted to my Jamat an English expression

which says, “work hard and play hard”. So I say to the younger
generation: that is alright, play hard, play hard also within the ethics
of our faith’

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, 5 July 2011



He€ cumr-1 giran-mayah faqgat ¢1lm k1 khatir

Kar c1lm ki rahon mén safar téz chala chal

Our precious life is for the sake of knowledge alone

Travel on the paths of knowledge, continue to walk fast

Allamah Nasir al-Din Nasir Hunzai



“If meritocracy is to be, then how do you prepare yourselves and your children for
that future? The first thing you do 1s you convey good education. The second thing
you do is identify what are likely to be the areas of economic growth of the country in
which you will reside. Thirdly, you learn a language which 1s a language of universal
communication, a language of science, a language of universal knowledge.”

Mawlana Hazir Imam (a.s.) Islamabad, Pakistan November 13, 1994



Published Farman Books of Mawlana Hazir Imam Shan Karim Al Hussaini (a.s.)

e Farman Mubarak 1995-1998
e Farman Mubarak 2000-2006
e Farman Mubarak 2007-2008 Golden Jubilee
e Farman Mubarak 2011-2013

e Farman Mubarak 2017-2018 Diamond Jubilee



Conclusions

Meritocracy applies to secular and spiritual education.

Use intellect and wisdom to adopt new changes that are helpful to become successful in meritocratic
society.

Mawlana Hazir Imam recommends striving for meritocracy and not being content with mediocrity in
secular and spiritual education.

Qur’an acknowledges the idea of competing in good deeds.
We should exercise best practices within our families, jamat, institutions, society, and work place.
As an ambassador of Islam and Ismaili Tarigah, individuals and institutions should exhibit best practice.

Imam guides us to be generous in sharing our material resources as well as our knowledge and competence
with others.

Students should maintain a balance in their time of studies and other activities and one should not waste the
time.
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 What is Soul?
[s 1t
self-subsistent or
does 1ts
subsistence

depend on the
body?

Presentation title
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e There should be another reality or a world which is a source of
immortal life, or there is eternal life for that soul.

* The soul in this world is derived from that permanent source of
life.




Eternity Of Soul

«Islamic doctrine goes further than the other
great religions, for it proclaims the presence of
the soul, perhaps minute but nevertheless
existing in an embryonic state in all existence
in matter, in animals, trees, and space itself.
Every individual, every molecule, every atom
has its own spiritual relationship with the
All-Powerful Soul of God”.

(Quoted in “The Memoirs of - World Enough and Time”, p. 177,

, London,1%54)




Eternity Of Soul

(17:85) s Al 2 ol S8 # 901 08 dliglay
(O Prophet!) They ask you concerning the
Spirit
(ar-ruh) Say: the Spirit (ruh) is from the
world of

Command (amr) of my Lord.




Ay Jas Aol g adali o pal AS B4 oS
s (b QS () slaa AS 7 g Gladl

The Command “Be” (Kun) is, in fact, the action of the
intermediary dot (i.e. limit) of the physical world (Alam-i
khalq) and spiritual world

(Alam-i Amr). The event of Kun Fayakun (“Be and it is’’) in
the soul and body of man is truly astonishing

(Burushaski Diwan p.93)




God says in chapter 7 verse 54:
a4 Al Ay

.For His is the creation (khalq) and the Command (amr)

Eternity Of Soul



Presentation title

Spiritual
world, world
of spirits

Physical world,

world of bodies




Eternity Of Soul

As Mawlana Hazir Imam in His speech says:

“Islam does not deal in dichotomies, but in all-encompassing Unity.
Spirit and body are one, man and nature are one”.

Speech “Islamic Architecture — A Revival”, Mawlana Hazir Imam, New York, U.S.A. 25 ' September, 1979
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Mawlana Sultan Muhammad Shah in His Memoirs of
Aga Khan says,

[ 8

‘The creation according
to Islam is not a unique
act in a given time but a
perpetual and constant
event”.

Spiritual @ Physica

world | world

Imam Sultan Muhammad Shah Aga Khan lll, (Memoirs of the
Aga Khan: World Enough and Time, )



Eternity Of Soul

As it is said in the holy Quran chapter 36 verse 36:
z oo A 3 GA

Translation: Pure [of any attributes] is He Who created
things in pairs.




Eternity Of Soul

life from death, dedth from life
(67:2)
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Eternity Of Soul

Light from darkness; darkness from light
(30:20)

Ongoin

g
process




09

Rising and setting of the sun and the moon
(36:40)
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Continuous rotatiortof day and night
(17:12)
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And they all move in a circle” (36:40).




Presentation title

“You know that when rain pours onto the earth, it gathers,
drop by drop, to form a river, which finally merges into the
sea. All rainwater eventually reaches the sea once again.
The same is true of the soul. The soul too has its abode and
the abode of the soul is infinite”.

Quoted in Usul-i din Farman, 1899




Presentation title

%wﬁn&‘ﬂmﬁﬁ]ﬁ@‘gﬁ\i}d
%wﬁnog\)dmjuoﬁma‘ﬁ

Translation:

It is strange that the ocean adopts the form of a drop through the
transformation into clouds and rain; it is also strange that again a
drop mingling with a river becomes an ocean.

(Burushaski Diwan

p-94)

20
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“We shall show them Our signs in the external world and in their own souls,
until it will be manifest unto them that He is the truth

(41:53)




315

As Mawla Ali said,

RS allad) sohalll S8 g i a a Sl Gl g
And you think that you are a small body?
While the great universe is contained in you




Ta'ijan's a'i-i haqiqi
Kih ba ruhu'l-qudus da’rad rafiqi
You are the true rational soul
Because you are always the Holy Spirit's companion.

Ba-chashm-i sar jamalat didani nist
Kasi ku did ru'yat chashm-i ma " nist

Your beauty cannot be seen with the physical eye




S:fat-ha—yat ':fat— a-i Khuda 'ist
Turu in rawshani zan rawshana’ist

Your attributes are God's attributes

You have this light from that light

Za nur-i u ta hasti hamchu partaw
Wujad-i khud bi-pardaz-u tu u shaw

You are from His light like a reflection,
Abandon your existence and become Him.




gar na-jua'i
Hijab az pish bardari tu u'r
Your veil separates you, when you do not seek (Him)
If you remove the veil, then you are He.

Agar da wa kunam wa'llah kih ja'ist
Hagiqgat Nasir-i Khisraw khuda'ist

It would, by God, be appropriate if I were to claim,
In reality Nasir-i Khisraw is an example of merging and survival in God!




Presentation title

In Usul i din Farman Sultan Muhammad Shah (s.a.) said:

“Wherever | turn my eyes, | see the Spirit as my Friend. When you look around, you
merely see the external form. All that you can see are hands, legs, face, eyes, etc.
You fail to see the Spirit behind it. You must constantly strive to see the Spirit. Your
aim should always be to reach the Spirit, not merely to obtain a feeling of pleasure
through Ibadat. Man’s real self has great dignity, but he abases himself through his
own wilfulness. If somebody amongst you were to aim at being like Pir Sadardin, Pir
Shams or Mansur, you can indeed achieve such a status; you can rise even higher. |
do not say whether you will actually grow that way, but | do know that if you were
to follow our faith steadfastly, you would certainly attain an exalted destiny.

26






Presentation title

As you look to the future, keep in mind that, though material progress is being made
in many parts of the world, the essential nature of life has not changed. It is a
physical, limited-in—-time notion, and the only part of the individual which is eternal, is
the soul. Never forget that--- never forget that--- and if you interpret life properly and
you keep that in mind, say your prayers regularly, attend Jamatkhana when you can
and as regularly as possible. Keep your faith always present in your heart, in your
thoughts, in your lives. Keep the ethics of the faith as the path by which you live your
material lives, so that you do not wander in the material life of everyday, but you
keep your ethical principles strong and clear from generation to generation, because
that is the essence of life. And, as | have said the material life may tend, at times, to
shade, or, perhaps to be blind to, the reality of physical human life, which is that the
only part of life which is indefinite, which is eternal, is the existence of the soul.

Nairobi, Kenya 13 March 1997

28
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“Secondly, | say to my spiritual children today, do not forget that
the only part of you that is timeless is your soul; your body is not
timeless—your soul is timeless!”

Toronto, Canada 17 Nov 2017

29
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As time moves forward, as economic circumstances change, as education
involves more and more young people, it is fundamental that our Jamat
should stay true to its ethics, to its traditions, to the practice of its faith,
and that you always remember that in life, there is a material aspect while
you are alive, and there is a spiritual aspect which never dies. Your soul is
eternal. So keep in mind that you must care for your soul and not only for
your physical being. So be regular in the practice of your faith, put into
practice in your everyday lives the ethics of your faith-- integrity,
generosity, and brotherhood support to people who are in
difficulty-- and remember that our Jamat is one global brotherhood.
(Karachi, Pakistan, 18 Dec 2017)

30
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You live in a circumstances which, | believe, give you a certain level of comfort. But
this comfort must be accompanied by care for what is eternal in your
individualities, which is your souf

Toronto, Canada 17 Nov 2017 (morning),




Once again, to each and every one of you, every one of you, whether your families are all
here or not, | give to each and every one of you my best, best loving blessings, for your
mehmani, that it may be multiplied many times in your worldly lives, that you should find
happiness, genuine complete happiness. Not only worldly happiness -- No! No! No! No!
No! No!; No! No! No! No! No! Men and women are made up of two things: physical being
and the soul. Do not ignore the spiritual life. | hope that you will be enlightened by your
spiritual lives.

Nairobi, Kenya 14 July 2011




| say to my spiritual children: remember however, that the world is not only a material
environment. There is the environment of the soul, and that is the only eternal part of
every individual. So be careful to practice your faith regularly—

Islamabad, Pakistan 12 December 2017




| give you blessings for spiritual happiness, that you should find happiness in the practice of your
faith, that it should bring you enlightenment---not material enlightenment---enlightenment of
the spirit, of the soul. And that the happiness should be all the time, that it should illuminate
your future, that you should be happy with it, that it should bring you encouragement and
sustenance in your everyday lives. Remember that your faith is the part of you that is eternal.
Your body is not eternal--- your faith, your soul, are eternal. | give you, best, best, best, loving

blessings.
Islamabad, Pakistan 14 December 2017




As time move ahead, | would like you to think about the foundations of your work. First comes
your faith--- the ethics of your faith, the integrity that comes with the ethics of your faith, the
rigour of behaving in an orderly manner, in a way that is beneficial to the Jamat, to your
country, to your future generations. But keep in mind that there are other aspects that | wish
you to reflect over. The first one is the role of your faith. | have said many times to my Jamat
that the human being has a soul. That is the only part of the human being which is eternal.
Islamabad, Pakistan 14 December 2017




Presentation title

* A temporary attribute in a body which fades away signifies the fact that there is a
permanent source of that attribute.
. The soul is permanent source of life and the body is the temporary source of life.
. According to chapter 7 Verse 54 we got to know that there are two worlds first is
the world of Command and the second one is the world of creation, the world of
Command is the spiritual world or the world of souls and the world of creation is the
physical world or the world of bodies.
: These two worlds are not fully separate from each other, rather they are both
intertwined.

In order to understand this reality we talked about creation that creation is a
constant and ongoing process.

36
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Conclusion

= 8w B
oo Everything moves in a circle. (36:40)
o's For example the journey of rain, constant rising and setting of the

sun and the moon and the continuous rotation of day and night and many
more.

o From these examples we proved the everlasting journey of soul.

oo Through recognizing one’s inner self we can recognize our Lord, and
the human soul is the mirror of Divine beauty and glory.

ois We shed light on the Mubarak Farmans of Mawlana Hazir Imam

(s.a.) where He emphasizes the eternity of soul.

Presentation title

37
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https://global-lectures.com/courses/farmans-on-search-
for-knowledge/lesson/watch-lecture-video-114/
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say tomy spiritual children today, particularly theyounger
gg; yatioi f,.'j CAVIN nvl Lmr.’ 1 ,' ez Ll ;g"ir! Eﬁf' and | M ;I_;‘J,f M

ERAdAE o 122 "*“ ‘fm‘* Mpany yous

a0V ‘”Wg"t YOW‘ life. %
(Karachi, Pakistan, 19 December 2017)
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Hoty rur)} et (S) has said:

'“F‘ "" h"w s/e [S OF JLM_‘ _.jr_f;Jw upa 11.

(Source: Ahadd:h—t Mathnawi, p. 209)
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say to my spiritual chilo ‘fsn'tyslaf,','p:yﬂgul:zﬁy neyounger
gener rations: !&’t{‘ﬁ Y nvl lwrr Jand. __r nar IrL | earn’ ;;;lr[ ea learn ;I_;JI carn
lJ’k ’t’ 1} 0 .lrJ }’k L ay If' l gul _j.,:g_n_u_ ‘ﬁe’e[rkgy)} 10) (<

‘ev‘ &(ore'Leong eal ‘ﬁggw t youneed to accompany s
you move through your life.
(Karachi, Pakistan, 19 December 2017)
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o -
 Education (s ot amatter which (s Static; that is, new knowledge is

required by younger ;55""’ ations as time su,u/ and, tnerefore, | say to
) 3‘“1 children: keep awar agr;wmvf; nowledge which is coming
hat you can make that know )baf e Wi you, and y
aroundthe woﬂd. 4 ’
(Islamabad, Pakistan, 14 December 2017 — Morning)
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But remember tr JL._L", as my grandfath 'si'is) Say, "qu Can takes

C W Ira \ri *’h ic H’Jdtrr

%i‘?wtr’“ﬁhe e—1 ’?‘i‘u Vs ;:ng)f.a_ﬂwgwwlﬁg You can make
dance, but, i not c |

mowledge and that ngm:e nobody can force lum

(Sidhpur, ndia, 16 May 2008)
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* Never before in human society has somuch good knowledge, mediocre
.~ S gl Py [ ', Sy AT ann !
knowledge ang .r,l.r,‘. RN -“lﬁ#ju .eumw;uﬁ blet ,Ju;,)' You therefore, nave

 MARE | ﬁll _. J L,i,A towhat u&bff;{,:? good,
 what eLse, Lhat know ledge is simply not

lcnowledge—ﬁls simply inforn vhich is not good for society.... ™
(Kharadar Jamatkhana, Karachi, Pakistan, 24 October 2000)
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Mediocre
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Mediocre
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Mediocre
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Mediocre
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But M’IE& 3} oulc e consiaered.

b4
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Butt what 3nwfrf he'considered

- o goo I knowledge?
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=== Cnoose wisely, and'cnoose tnat knowledge in sucnaway that it can
ig'.a'rvg-'."';;,’esrlﬂ;ﬁﬂl_fj:ru Se. ?f/ J ?}\_‘jf herefore, the knowledge mustk

(Kharadar Jamatkhana, Karachu Paklstan,24 October 2000)
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»

Donow[edge ean only secular, materiz

knowledge?

Does it also include spiritual / rehgtous
knowledge?
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‘Ineducating yourselves, one of tne essential questions thatyoung people
will have is: j)!"WLEEfJ“fIJQ’f’ 10’y oU €0 hm'; e yourself? You could educate

4

/LJ&"%@J OT'y/C /J’J‘E,,.J’f"-‘fﬁ, but Islam is- w.afy}?fi’?ﬁus' on the nature tJj

eauc: 1? Vhat 1 ET’ r@b about the natur e of .zehwwfuﬁ‘bqnﬁ ne

(first hlf of the excerpt)
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Secondly, learn knowledgewhichwill'be vffag if: o your- community. So
the notion uf,'mwlaal e, the notion of education 570 plinkered notion

Sff!:ﬁ

fanuly ora smgle purpose, that knowledge is unpbrtant .but "self" is not

the only purpose of the knowledge that you acquire.”
(Singapore, 1 April 2012)

(Second half of the excerpt)
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J ;CfLr)ngclgz s not a blinkered notion
2 ‘Jié.h:b’l _umf)'lfr)w

C ’L:a-:.ve material good — can cause

In ’S[ﬂmgwmsets i M N IO
Allah. (an allusion to verse 31901 91?) r

\-1—

Itt ’h atrar ial'o'h“""'
81 ram
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SuranAal=tTmrani(3:190-191)
of the heavens and the earth, and the altermation
remember Allah while wggt&mg;,rclwng,andrqﬂect mt"rte
creation of the heavens and the earth, (saymg).'a“pur Lord! Youhavenot
created this in vain. Glory to you! Save us, then, from the chastisement of

the Fire!”
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|sthis obligation'toreflectt ,))n
L (i
\h SC &fir l 40 Jer Jt'

- ‘l

material science day?

(Response: 1s Allah’s creation only confined to material?)



andt& the &[ﬂema part of every individual.

'ais[amab PakLsta#‘lzaDecem er 2017 Om[ng)". '
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Worll 18 wle a body




Caters to the body Caters to the soul
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i&

e yourse! ves -

- woscow, f'*i’ 29 January 1995
4
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&

Jric . .,ﬁﬁ,‘, JULHéﬁ}EQ AUSCYC
n ge ting g YOUur secot A

 seek to improve your know[edge wwl
opportunities in your families, so that these opporl:umtles open up to ‘che
future of the Jamat here in Africa, because you may trust that there will be
opportunities in the future in Eastern Africa.”
(Kampala, Uganda, 23 August 2007)
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Acquire

444444444

To prepare for
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&
[lhe Farman 0J this MOTNING (s’ lurr)l/ [0/Convey to ut/j n Pakistan, but
elsewhere also, that thereis ahead of us a vevolution in human ’fﬂvuf eaige, and
1
i

re al'ay gh parametersy
to our Tanqah. hat is the ﬁl re that | I W
generation of the Jamat will hATAEEeRs to 1w __ [edge h will be i

opportunity to improve your qualities of life, and it is to the younger generation
of the Jamat that 1 am looking to make this new knowledge available around
theworld.

(Darkhana, Karachi, Pakistan, 26 October 2000 - Morning)
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Acquire

444444444

To prepare for
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Eduication (s an essentialpart of- nuuman society, out it (s
also part Jj aitn. Kagj) mmind that in Islam, when

fm(*’ il” K, ;lﬂ’ J’f’

5 to learm better about the creation

Allzh. ore,l ’“v- an ﬁwrﬁe"

 the falth,’not linkedfoworldly goal
different from other societies.

. Islamabad, Pakistan, 14 December 2017 (Morning)
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‘Islam tells us to educate ourselves in order better tounderstand Allah’s creation,
that is; to have zz'wislgrwwlerai‘zmrling of the meaning of faith. Andit is important

Paklstan Llnderstandmg the eﬂfucs of one\f ith, the ]fustory of one’s Tartci'ah

the principles on which the Tarigah functions, what it upholds, are very, very
important to the future of the Jamat, and 1 wish you to know as indeed, 1 believe
you do know- that a lot of effort has been made to upgrade the quality of the
religious education of the Jamat”
(Kharadar Jamatkhana, Karachi, Pakistan, 24 October 2000)




to understand

one’s spiritual
life




to understand

one’s spiritual
life
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hlgher step | ’step But one who [acles the mner
knowledge will complacently stay where he is.

Imam Sultan Muhammad Shah

in his Usul-i din farman
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(is it same as spmtua[ knowledge‘?)




The knowledge required

for soul to'progres
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Tiheterm It yagin
S present (n verse 102:5
in the Holy Q/pf(
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Verses 102:5-8

S //'./ 7 7

j./(_';‘l.‘_:q y \,. ‘ l \ _,j‘ﬁ/

L\ r #§ I - ; ' |3

J ;j-./__‘ l‘r’-—ﬁ _JJ-#_..-J 4

o T oA of cormy

Then you will surely be asked that Day about pleasure.
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HAQQU'L-YAQIN/:

[ | ] AYNUL-YAQIN/
) — - >

B AP0 certait) i ILMULYAQIN/

thesery peilegr e
firm belief.

‘Ayni’l-yaqin and Hagqu'l-

yaqm_ FIRM BELIEF
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Characteristicsioj llmul-yaqin

oI [ Bhelpsiusiseeithe correctibeliefss

s lts absence can'provideian empty fielditoSatan'to plaguieiones
wﬁ:ﬁlwﬁn doubts;

' While zikr, of cour: e, ac dﬂﬁﬂ@ﬁlﬁémhﬁ

,'the know[edge oﬁc & mty acts lik amwﬁgyydﬂ@g

doubt;s‘and ambiguities.

The defeat of Satan lies in your becoming weﬂ-equtpped with the

arms of knowledge of certainty.

It is also exf:reme[y necessary to enter the stage of eye Q]C
certainty.



lhi, V, 48)




to understand

one’s spiritual
life
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Whﬁ are fﬂh@

basic principles of our

faith/ TaVEJ[a o

£
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rl
(Searcnijor-knowledge)
- )
,('.J.;J_) mmind t '“tj;) historica |£/ our: lart u‘s }rm r}fdul.l‘!(d'r,

knowledge. Itisy ,)Jdgjwr history. Itis ,J:,rr gjg; at we b 1;;{3;_;};3.3;3-#;%
gj’m;t impc ébi it n ""'P‘f o

LY ﬁ',a!j‘_‘mﬂrl Jﬁlﬂl&'d‘f‘

) S
ives and to share it.

(Hyderabad, India, 27 February 2018)



APYo; H

A »

",ﬁ_.!p th J.l a0 h.-m or the one’ w*n ollows a
’ﬂ b . Ang i‘r Ji'“ Hh

ﬁsh in the water seek forgtveness for htm, and el of
the learned one over the worshipper (‘abw[) is like that of the
moon over all the stars”. (Tirmidhi, 1V, 48-49)




’ | he mat unity in the way you llve your liv l g
hmk ofthls cardidb/ and do not consider that secular education and the practice
of the faith are conflictual. They build on each other for those who understand the

real meaning of Islam.

(Zanzibar, Tanzania. 24 August 1997)
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A :
Material/ |-'} : S Jaifff”“ff/
! A ;
1

No dichotomy between material and spiritual.

They both build upon each other — real meaning of 1slam.
We are obligated to maintain this balance between the two.
We implement this through search for knowledge.
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& Jwould add also that, sometimes, | hear that the searchfc j - kRnowleo '*Ja
s “un-Islamic” ' haveto tell yowthat, in'Shialslam, itisan I)f:f:y_ujﬂ ri
faltritoseck out kiiowledge) becauseknowledge (s aeflection of aity
and Islam is very .ig,ywi this issue. Islam says: use your kno Aﬁ:«;»:,j ‘c
Ur Ysleﬁ. Y r’J i' fﬂﬁ creation .}qu rh"ﬂ JJ#}J?M#) _‘}Jﬁjil_‘° out

this search, you will keep in mmd that know[edge isan act of sea_rch of
faith and, in that search, you use your knowledge in the way of faith. *

(Vancouver, Canada, 10 June 2005 — morning)
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C_\"' alatalulal Y 1~
Summary

=& Knowledge=lifelongmotstaticmotonlyjormaterialipurpose’
o8 Twoltypesiofiknowledge=materialland'spiritual
= Inilslam —knowledgelis acquireditolbetterundey
' &

knowledge:

This search s not un-islamic as search for knowledge is an act of
faith.

Material knowledge - to prepare for ﬁ{ture-;?;?&'j avail

opportunities in life and within the ethics of Islam

Spiritual knowledge/ 1lm’ul-yagin — to understand Allah’s

creation, ones spiritual life and principles of our faith.
A balance between the both.
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https://global-lectures.com/courses/farmans-on-zikr/lesson/watch-lecture-video-116/
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Presentation Overview

Introduction
Definition of Zikr
Types of Zikr

What is the purpose and outcome of Zikr?

Importance of Zikr in our material lives
What are the methods of doing Zikr
Zikr and Knowledge

Zikr and Permission

Zikr and Ism-i- A" zam L

Conclusion
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Introduction

One of the ways I think you will find will bring you happiness is simply when you have a moment in the day or the

ight to take your tasbih and call the name of Hazrat Ali or Prophet Muhammad or the names of the Imams. Every
second that you devote to your faith outside the hours of prayer is an act of faith. And it will give you, I believe,
happiness in the sense that it will protect you from giving up Din for Duniya. It will remind you that life is not
eternal, the soul is eternal.... So I hope that my Jamat will keep in mind that the act of submission continuously
performed simply in calling the name of the Prophet, the name of Hazrat Ali on the tasbih or the names of the
Imams, will bring you seconds of happiness. But they will mean hours and days in your act of faith every day. And
therefore I say to my Jamat today, however complex your material lives are do not forsake those moments of
submission that you take every day, every evening, without any formality, to submit as an act of faith. And I give
you my best blessings that if you do so you should find happiness, spiritual enlightenment, moments of relief
from the pressures of the world, moments when you will feel happy in your families, in your work, in your
thoughts, confidence in the future and to face problems successfully.”

Toronto, Canada June s, 2005

N 4
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Definition of Zikr

In the Arabic language, Zikr means ‘remembrance’. The term
"Remembrance" is appropriately applied when something has been forgotten
or when it has been momentarily overlooked after previously being known or

recognized. (Re: Divine Remembrance)

“People are asleep, and when they die they wake up” (Prophet Muhammad
(s.a.a.s.))



Type: of Zikr

e Zikr-iFard (individual remembrance)

e Zikr-iJamaat (congregational remembrance)
e Zikr-1Jali (loud remembrance)

e Zikr-i Khafi (hidden remembrance)

o Zikr-i Kasir(abundant remembrance)

o Zikr-iQalil (little remembrance)

e Zikr-i Lisani (remembrance by tongue)

e Zikr-iQalbi (remembrance in the heart)

o Zikr-i Basari (remembrance through the eyes)
e Zikr-i Sami (remembrance through the ears)

e Zikr-i Badani (remembrance by means of the body)
Zikr-i Khwab (remembrance in dream)
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Zikr-i Fard (individual remembrance)

Zikr-i-Fard refers to the remembrance, whether solely or in a group,
where it is done freely and without feeling constrained by group
rules. Individual remembrance is beneficial but should not be
favoured over group remembrance, as the group remembrance
carries a greater significance.
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Zikr-i Jamaat (congregational remembrance)

Zikr-i-Jama'at, or Congregational remembrance, is a collective gathering of believers

engaged in remembrance of God. It offers greater opportunities for spiritual growth

in comparison to other forms of remembrance and worship. This emphasises the idea

that Zikr is a divine connection between God and humans, and it is meant to be held
collectively for spiritual progress.
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Zikr-i Jali (loud remembrance)

Loud remembrance, is a practice where one or more individuals use a voice for
spiritual purposes. It is necessary because the human heart, tainted by negligence
and wrongdoing, can only receive hidden remembrance after it has been cleansed

through loud remembrance, weeping, and crying. In essence, any worship
performed loudly is categorised as loud remembrance.
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Zikr-i Khafi (hidden remembrance)

Hidden remembrance is meant to be practised secretly and discreetly, similar
to remembrance within the heart (Zikr-i-Qalbi). This form of remembrance
gradually becomes ingrained in the heart over time.
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Zikr-i Kasir (abundant remembrance)

Abundant remembrance involves consistently remembering God in various forms,
whether through different names and forms of worship or through continuous or
intermittent recollection. Engaging in this practice helps believers strengthen the power of
good within themselves while weakening the influence of evil.
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Zikr-i Qalil (little remembrance)

Little remembrance of God is only acceptable if there are valid reasons and
the intention is to increase remembrance later.
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Zikr-i Lisani (remembrance by tongue)

Zikr-i Lisani is any remembrance through the movement of the tongue. It not only
cultivates true love for God in the heart of the one reciting the Zikr, but also has the
potential to awaken the hearts of those who may be spiritually negligent.
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Zikr-i Qalbi (remembrance in the heart)

The Zikr of the heart is the most exceptional form of remembrance. It is supported by various other
remembrances, worship, and good deeds to aid its progress.

This can be further interpreted through Mawlana Sultan Muhammad Shah (a.s.)’'s Farman Mubarak,
where He says:

“This praying house is of stone; Ismailis have their praying house in their hearts. It is no use to have only
a stone building for praying. Every Ismaili has a prayer house in his heart, head, sense and conscience.
But such a house helps to meet each other to promote brotherly fellow feelings and help each other.”
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Zikr-i Basari (remembrance through the eyes

The remembrance through the eyes can be practised in various ways, such as
placing the name of God in front of their eyes to imprint it on their hearts,
visualising such a name, studying the Quran and religious texts like Farmans, or
carefully observing Allah’s creation.
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Zikr-i Sami (remembrance through the ears)

The remembrance through the ear involves listening to someone else's
remembrance of God, such as when one person recites Zikr, and another
person listens.
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Zikr-i Badani (remembrance by means of the body)

The Zikr related to the body encompasses acts of worship and service to
humanity or the Jamat. Such service is the essence of Zikr’s advancement and
should be done with the sole intention of seeking God's pleasure and not for
worldly gain.
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Zikr-i Khwab (remembrance in dream)

Mu'mins sometimes experience pleasant dreams of engaging in Zikr, and the
interpretation of these dreams depends on the experience within the dream.
If Zikr is performed continuously and brings happiness, it signifies spiritual
progress. However, if difficulties arise in the dream or the Zikr is disrupted,
it suggests a weakness in their practice of Zikr.



/
Purpose & Outcomes of Zikr

e Maintain a deep spiritual connection with Allah

e Mindfulness, gratitude, blessings and seeking closeness to Allah

e Purification of the heart, strengthening of faith,

e Inner peace and tranquillity

e Way to seek forgiveness and to seek guidance and wisdom from Allah.
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“You can take your tasbih, at any time, you can call the name of Allah, you can
call the name of the Prophet, you can call the name of Hazrat Ali. So you are in
a position, at any time, in the day or night, simply to submit to faith, to take
that one second or those two seconds or those ten minutes to devote to faith
outside the regular hours of prayer. This is very good, and I say to my
spiritual children: when you are able to do that, then, I believe, you will have
extra blessings in your lives.” (Mawlana Hazir Imam, March 21, 2018
Houston, Texas)
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“When life challenges you, because life challenges everybody at some stage or
the other. And when life challenges you, your best resource, the best solution,
is to turn to your faith and seek support from your faith. Take your tasbih and
call "Ya Allah", "Ya Muhammad", "Ya Ali", the names of the Imams. But keep
your faith present in your heart all the time in the way you live, because you
cannot enter into faith and exit from faith in Islam -- that is not tolerable.
Faith is part of everyday life. And this is why I say to my Jamat: be regular in
attendance in Jamatkhana but also keep your faith with you and keep the
ethics of your faith in your life.” (Mawlana Hazir Imam, November 29, 2007
Madagascar)
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“There is only one sure key for happiness and that is prayer. Most of you will
know that if you have a difficult time or if you have some personal
unhappiness, the only real source of healing is prayer. Now, you cannot turn
to prayer only when times are difficult; you must pray also when times are
good.” (Mawlana Hazir Imam, October, 1959 Nairobi, Kenya)
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“Those who believe and whose heart find satisfaction in the
remembrance of Allah, verily in the remembrance of Allah do
hearts find satisfaction” (Qur’an: 13:28)
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Importance of Zikr in our material lives

The practice of Zikr in our material lives acts as a stabilising force, offering
spiritual nourishment and guidance amidst the demands of our daily routines. It
enables us to maintain a balanced perspective, navigate challenges, and discover
meaning and purpose in our material pursuits.

Anecdote: One day a man approached Prophet Muhammad (s.a.a.s.),and said,
“Oh messenger of Allah, the laws of Islam are too many for me, so tell me
something that I may cling to .” In response, Prophet Muhammad (s.a.a.s.)
advised, "Let your tongue never cease to be moist from invoking Allah."

W\
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e “Prayer is a daily necessity, a direct communication of the spark
with the universal flame.” (Memoirs of Aga Khan)

e Can be compared to our physical needs; our everyday essentials
encompass the air we breathe, the food we consume, and the water
we drink, which sustain our physical existence. Similarly, our
spiritual well-being relies on nourishing elements essential for the
soul. Like a spark within us, the soul originates in the universal
flame. Prayer serves as the direct channel of communication
between this inner spark and the universal flame, creating a
connection that transcends the physical and enriches our spiritual
existence.
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“We have sent among you a messenger of your own reciting to you our Ayats and purifying you and
teaching you the book and the wisdom of the book and teaching you that which you do not know.
Therefore remember me, I will remember you and be grateful to me and never be ungrateful to me”
(2:151-152)

“The heart (dil) of a momin is like a telegraph and a telephone, at one end of which is the murshid
and at the other a momin. When you remember Me, you also come in My remembrance at the same
time.” (Mawlana Sultan Muhammad Shah (a.s.), September 1905 India)
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“In Islam, there is no dichotomy between the spiritual and the temporal. I have endeavoured all my life to
live and work in accordance with this integrated philosophy.” (Mawlana Hazir Imam, Interview 1986)

Evidently, Islam is not a faith of dichotomy meaning our material and spiritual lives are deeply
interconnected

“What are those values? First, faith! That is the fundamental of human life, faith. Faith, not an occasional
reflection, but a permanent aspiration that that faith should be part of you in all that you do so that the
ethic of the faith is what governs the way you live your lives. Islam is a faith which covers all aspects of

human life. It is therefore a total guide for people who practise this faith.” ( Mawlana Hazir Imam,
Toronto, Canada November 17, 2017)
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“And practise your faith regularly. Modern life makes heavy demands on you, but that is not a good
reason not to practise your faith, not to keep your faith with you. And, therefore, you can take a second,
two seconds, five minutes: take your tasbih and call on your tasbih, "Ya Allah' "Ya Muhammad", "Ya Ali",
or the names of the Imams, but do not go through the day forgetting your faith. Make your faith part of

your everyday life, because that is the meaning of Islam. Faith and world live side by side, and it is

immensely important that, at all times, you remember this.” (Bangladesh, May 2008)

“If you have difficulty because your work environment requires you to be there, take your tasbih, use
your tasbih. Every time you use your tasbih, it is a remembrance of Allah. And that, in itself, isa
blessing.” (India, May 2008)
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“With exercise for the body, prayer for the soul, and knowledge for the intellect you will lead good
healthy, active and successful lives” (Mawlana Hazir Imam)

“Those who remember Allah, standing and sitting and on their sides and they reflect on the creation of
the heavens and the earth...” (3:191)

“Eji Sute bethe bhai rah chalante Nam sahebjiko lijieji”
O brother, sleeping, sitting, or walking on the way, remember the name of your Lord.
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Methods of Zikr

Achieving a goal requires consistent effort and hardship,
and success would not be possible without it. When it
comes to Divine remembrance, the proper discipline
involves maintaining uninterrupted practice at specific
times with punctuality, regardless of any challenges or
disruptions.
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Conditions required to be met during Zikr:

Sincere and clear intention, ensuring that the remembrance of God is undertaken with devotion
and purpose.

Strong belief in the significance and power of Zikr is essential for its efficacy.

Purity of thoughts, words, and actions

Maintaining a sense of humility; the highest level of humbleness is achieved when one engages
in giryaozari in the presence of Imam.

Monitoring one's diet and ensuring a timely and sufficient amount of sleep

The pace at which Zikr is conducted should also be balanced, allowing for a steady and measured
recitation.
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Zikr and Knowledge

e Zikr can be compared to a journey

e Knowledge and guidance act as the
illuminating force.

e Therefore, when one embarks on a spiritual
journey within oneself they require the
illumination of the one with the true
knowledge (Imam).

e Just as one needs light to traverse a physical
landscape from one point to another, they also
require the light of knowledge to navigate the
spiritual realm.




/N
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Truth of Certainty

| - |

Eye of Certainty

A |

Knowledge of Certainty

A 4

3 Stages of Spirituality:
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Zikr and Permission

The key to spiritual progress and success in Divine remembrance lies in obtaining
permission from a higher spiritual authority. Without this permission, the door to
true spirituality remains closed.

“Only those are believers, who believe in God and His messenger: when they are with
him on the occasion of a gathering, they do not depart until they have asked his
permission; those who ask for your permission are those who believe in God and His
messenger; so when they ask for permission for some business of theirs, give it to
those of them whom you will, and ask God for their forgiveness” (24:62)
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Islam distinguishes itself from other religions as we have a present, living Imam.

Referring back to the stages of Ma rifat, Individuals in various faiths may reach

an initial stage where they believe they have attained complete spirituality, often
misled by the illumination of the carnal soul.

However, in Islam, those and only those who adhere to the guidance provided by
the Imam can surpass this initial stage. The Imam's direction becomes the
catalyst for progress beyond the initial stage: “The Imam’s ta'lim lights the
murids’ path to spiritual enlightenment and vision.” (Preamble of the Ismaili
Constitution, Paragraph F)



Zikr and Ism-e- Azam

e The People of Zikr, known as Ahl-i Zikr, are exclusively the Imams descended
from the Prophet's family, serving as guides in all aspects of Zikr.

e They possess deep knowledge of spiritual stages and illuminate the path of
recognition.

e Each Imam, in their respective era, embodies the living representation of God's
Supreme Name and holds the authority entrusted by God and the Prophet.

e This authority enables them to access and share the boundless blessings and
mercies of Allah through the key, known as Ism-i A" zam.

® AsImam Jafar as-Sadiq has said: “We [the Imams] are the beautiful names of Go
and without our recognition no person’s deeds will be accepted.”

e “And to God belong the beautiful names (al-asma’w’l-husna), so call on Him by
them” (7:180)
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Conclusion

Zikr is particularly important for the material, spiritual, and intellectual aspects of our lives. Through its
various forms, Zikr serves as a pathway to connect with Allah, fostering a deep sense of spiritual
awareness. With the Imam’s guidance, Zikr can serve as a means of attaining the highest level of spirituality
and and allowing individuals to recognize themselves, thereby recognizing the Imam.
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