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Ayah-yi Walayah

Transcription of Summary 04/24/2022

Lecture Link Urdu by Dr. Faquir Muhammad Hunzai and English Summary by Rashida

Noormohamed-Hunzai Sahibah 04242022 Audio mp3

Lecture Link Urdu by Dr. Faquir Muhammad Hunzai and English Summary by Rashida

Noormohamed-Hunzai Sahibah 04242022 Video mp3

Ya Ali Madad

To everybody online, we will start now with our usual short Zikr by Dr. Faquir Sahib. [After zikr]

Let us start with a farman: This Farman was made by Mawlana Hazir Imam on the 22nd of

November 1967 in Mumbai and he said here that; cAllāhuma Salli cAlā Muhammadin Wa-āli

Muhammad.

“It is important that in learning parts of the Qur'an, you must clearly understand the

meaning. If you recite parts of the Qur'an, certain words must represent to you a

concept. If you study the Qur'an-i Sharif, this concept will become well known to you

and through you to the Jamat at large. This takes many years of study. I do not want you

to think that this can be learnt easily or without hard work.” cAllāhuma Salli cAlā

Muhammadin Wa-āli Muhammad

With this Farman in mind, Dr. Faquir Sahib has designed the subsequent five sessions, including

today's. We are going to look at specific ayats of the Qur'an which are very important in this

Isma’ili interpretation of Islam. Insha'a'llah we hope that with his talk today and the review of it

on the following Sunday, each ayat will begin to represent a definite and clear concept to all the

listeners and insha'a'llah as the Imam says in this farman, that it is his expectation that this

concept then should filter into the Jama’at through our families, our friends etc.

Ayah-yi Walayah
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Today, Dr. Faquir Sahib will talk about the first of these ayats, the Ayah-yi Walayah. Now I hand

it over to him and on this first session, we do not have questions and answers that is always left

for the review session done as a follow-up, so it'll be a straightforward lecture today.

Transcription Summary by Alwaiza Rashida Noormohamed-Hunzai Sahibah:

I will try to do an English translation and summarize what we have just heard, so our topic today

is Ayah-yi Walayah. We have looked at the farman of 1967 in Mumbai to the isma’ili association

by Mawlana Hazir Imam and in which the Imam said that we should know the meaning but not

only the meaning of the Qur'an, the ayats which we study but the concept which is behind

those meanings. Dr. Faquir Sahib began by asking, what is the difference between meaning and

concept? Meanings are lexical or literal and you can find those meanings in any dictionary,

whereas a concept is a much higher level of thinking of thought.

He gave an example of the word Imam. Arabic is a very extensive language. One word can have

many meanings and not only many meanings, sometimes there are opposite meanings of the

same word and you are going to see two of them today. Let's take the word Imam the literal

meaning of the word Imam in any dictionary which is available to all; is leader somebody who

walks in the front and guides you so he is a leader.

It is known to everybody, no matter which school of interpretation they belong to but when it

comes to the concept behind this word, there are very major differences. In Sunni Islam,

therefore, Imams are chosen by the people by the common people, and it is not necessary for

them to be God's choice. Therefore, there are many Imams simultaneously and I think all of you

are aware of the 2014 speech of Mawlana Hazir Imam to the Canadian Parliament in which he

said this;

“There are many Sunni imams in a given time and place. But others believed that the

Prophet had designated his cousin and son-in-law, Ali, as his successor. From that early

division, a host of further distinctions grew up — but the question of rightful leadership

remains central. In time, the Shia were also sub-divided over this question, so that today

Ayah-yi Walayah
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the Ismailis are the only Shia community who, throughout history, have been led by a

living, hereditary Imam in direct descent from the Prophet.”1

He said that there are many Imams amongst Sunnis but in Shia’s Islam, the Holy Prophet, all the

Prophets are chosen by God. Therefore, the successor to the Prophet is also chosen by God and

this in Shia Islam is called Nass, which is prominently mentioned in the preamble of our

Constitution.2 Nass means the designation, meaning the previous Imam will appoint his

successor. So in Shia Islam, there is only one Imam, who is always from the direct descent of the

Holy Prophet Muhammed(a.s.). Having set the scene, we are talking about the Walayat of

Mawlana Ali(a.s.) and therefore, of all his successors.

These lectures will all be from the Isma’ili point of view, which we will focus on.

What is the literal meaning of Walayah?

The literal meaning is to accept the authority of somebody over ourselves i.e., ourselves means

our life, our soul, our progeny, our property. So if we accept that somebody has authority over

us or all these things, this is the meaning of Walayah. The one who has this authority is called

Wali or Mawla.

Fortunately for us, the Holy Qur'an is such an amazing wisdom-filled book that one ayat and

understanding it is helped by looking at and understanding other ayats. Therefore, that means

we need the context of the word, and then we can give it the correct meaning. Otherwise, as I

said before, Arabic is a very extensive language and each word has many meanings.

Let's take the word Mawla; the word Mawla means aqa, ma’lik, which means king, ma’lik.

Ma’lik means owner and possessor. The opposite of that, this word has a completely contrary

meaning as well the same, Mawla can be a slave or a servant. So you have to know the context

to have this word's appropriate meaning.

2 1998-The Constitution of The Shia Imami Ismaili Muslims.pdf

1 Address to both Houses of the Parliament of Canada in the House of Commons Chamber

Ayah-yi Walayah
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In the Holy Qur'an, there are three types of Walayah and for that here Dr. Faquir Sahib

reference surah 5 ayat 55: Innamaa waliyyukumul laahu wa Rasooluhoo wal lazeena aamanul

lazeena yuqeemoonas Salaata wa yu'toonaz Zakaata wa hum raaki'oon Translation: Your (real)

friends are (no less than) Allah, His Messenger, and the (fellowship of) believers,- those who

establish regular prayers and regular charity, and they bow down humbly (in worship).3

This is the ayat in the Holy Qur'an which is known as the Ayah of Walayah and in this ayat, it's

quite clear God is wali, the Holy Prophet is wali and those who have perfect iman [belief, faith]

they are also wali. Now the perfect iman, for this digression here that, there are three stages of

iman according to the Isma’ili interpretation, there is incomplete iman or initial iman and then

when somebody becomes stronger in knowledge, their iman can be called raji’ meaning that

which is turning towards perfection and then finally if they keep on advancing on this path then

they will have perfect iman. So this kamil or perfect iman is what the Imams have; therefore,

there are these referred to in this surah 5 ayat 55. So God is wali in the sense that he has

authority over us, to him belongs our soul, life, progeny, everything whatever we have a limited

amount of authority over these things as a trust as an amanat.

So how do we prove that? We have to look at surah 9 Surah-yi At-Tawbah ayat 111 Innal

laahash taraa minal mu'mineena anfusahum wa amwaalahum bi anna lahumul jannah;

yuqaatiloona fee sabeelil laahi fa yaqtuloona wa yuqtaloona wa'dan 'alaihi haqqan fit Tawraati

wal Injeeli wal Qur'aaan; wa man awfaa bi'ahdihee minal laah; fastabshiroo bi bay'ikumul lazee

baaya'tum bih; wa zaalika huwal fawzul 'azeem Translation: Allah has purchased of the

believers their persons and their goods; for theirs (in return) is the garden (of Paradise): they

fight in His cause, and slay and are slain: a promise binding on Him in truth, through the Law,

the Gospel, and the Qur'an: and who is more faithful to his covenant than Allah? then rejoice in

the bargain which ye have concluded: that is the achievement supreme.4

In which God says that he has bought from the mu’mins, from the mu’mins those who have

iman, he has bought their lives and property so that in return he can give them a paradise,

4 Surah-yi At-Tawbah (9:111)

3 Surah-yi Al-Mā'idah (5:55)

Ayah-yi Walayah
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everlasting life. Here we have to understand that God doesn't do these things by force but as a

mercy. He wants to give us paradise ever everlasting life therefore he has authority Walayat

over our lives, souls and property.

In this Dr. Sahib then referred to surah 48:10 Innal lazeena yubaayi'oonaka innamaa

yubaayi'oonal laaha yadul laahi fawqa aydeehim; faman nakasa fainnamaa yankusu 'alaa

nafsihee wa man awfaa bimaa 'aahada 'alaihullaaha fasa yu'teehi ajran 'azeemaa Translation:

Verily those who plight their fealty to thee do no less than plight their fealty to Allah: the Hand

of Allah is over their hands: then any one who violates his oath, does so to the harm of his own

soul, and anyone who fulfils what he has covenanted with Allah,- Allah will soon grant him a

great Reward.5

This is very familiar to us because we recite it in our daily Du’a. There is a complete session on

the Ayah-yi Bay’ah so there will be a much more detailed discussion later but the word bay’ah is

like the word Mawla, it also has opposite meanings, buying and selling. So in this surah 48:10,

God is buying from us our lives but in return for that, he gives us ajran 'azeemaa. So Prophet is

appointed for the task of buying and selling because we do not see God anywhere doing this

buying or barter exchange or buying and selling this is the work of the Prophet and his

successors.

Therefore, the meaning of wali for the Prophet and his successors, every time is the same as

wali, which is used in the Qur'an for God. Every time mu’mineen need this act of buying and

selling because after all, their life here is a very brief passage in eternity and they have all come

here in order to attain eternal life.

Another very important ayat to understand this whole concept is surah 33 ayat 6 An-Nabiyyu

awlaa bil mu'mineena min anfusihim wa azwaajuhoo ummahatuhum wa ulul arhaami

ba'duhum awlaa biba'din fee Kitaabil laahi minal mu'meneena wal Muhaajireena illaaa an

taf'alooo ilaaa awliyaaa'ikum ma'roofaa; kaana zaalika fil kitaabi mastooraa Translation: The

Prophet is closer to the Believers than their own selves, and his wives are their mothers. Blood

5 Surah-yi Al-Fatĥ (48:10)

Ayah-yi Walayah
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relations among each other have closer personal ties in the Decree of Allah. Than (the

Brotherhood of) Believers and Muhajirs: nevertheless do you what is just to your closest

friends: such is the writing in the Decree (of Allah).6

This begins as al-nabiyu awlā, the word awlā is a comparative form of wali. In other words, in

English, it would be God speaking in the Qur'an in 33:6 says the Prophet has greater right over

your souls than you yourselves. This is also a part of the Gadir-i Khumm story. The Prophet used

this ayat in the sense that he asked those whom he gathered: Do I not have a greater right over

you than you yourselves? He asked his question three times and three times, the crowd

answered yes, indeed you have. It is after that he pronounced, ‘Man kuntu mawla hu fa ‘Aliyyan

mawla hu. Allahumma wali man walahu wa.’adi man ‘adahu’ ‘He of who I am the Mawla, of

him Ali is the Mawla. O God, be the friend of he who is his friend, and be the enemy of he who

is his enemy’.7 So all these references show that the meaning of Walayat in its correct concept,

in its correct context, is to accept this authority of God, he is appointed Prophet and he is

appointed wali or Imam.

Now we come to Mawlana Ali’s(a.s.) Walayat, that is exactly the same as their for God and the

Prophet. Dr. Faquir Sahib said there's an important point here: some people think that it was at

Gadir-i-khumm that the Prophet(a.s.) appointed Mawlana Ali(a.s.) as his successor. This is NOT the

Isma’ili interpretation. The Gadir-i Khumm proclamation was the final proclamation, no doubt!

Because there were two categories of Muslims, the first category of Muslims who accepted the

faith of Islam from the Holy Prophets da’wah was based on the knowledge they already had.

The knowledge that God's religion has existed from the time of Adam(a.s.) through Hazart

Ibrahim(a.s.) to the Prophet Muhammad(a.s.) and in this context Dr. Faquir Sahib went into detail

about a famous story of Hazrat Abd al Muttalib(a.s.) who was from the line of the (Mustaqarr)

permanent Imams from the progeny of Hazrat Ismail(a.s.), the eldest son of Hazrat Ibrahim(a.s.).

This story of Hazrat Muttalib(a.s.) is very interesting and at the same time, it confirms and affirms

that he was the Mustaqarr Imam.

7 Hazrat Ali, p.18

6 Surah-yi Al-'Aĥzāb (33:6)

Ayah-yi Walayah
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In his time, a general called Abraha al-Ashram attacked Mecca. He wanted to conquer the

Kabah. Apparently he had elephants in his army, etc. He knew that Hazrat Abd al Muttalib(a.s.)

was the chief of this area, so he called him and before he called him his general, his army had

already captured 100- 200 camels, red camels which are very valuable, that belonged to Hazrat

Abd al Muttalib(a.s.). His story is very interesting. When Abd al Muttalib(a.s.) came, Abraha felt his

dignity and his personality. He stood up from his place to welcome Hazrat Abd al Muttalib(a.s.)

and then he said to Hazrat Abd al Muttalib(a.s.), I am going to attack and destroy the Kabah; what

is your opinion? Hazrat Abd al Muttalib(a.s.) very calmly said to him, my opinion is that you should

return my camels to me. Abraha was totally shocked because he thought that Hazrat Abd al

Muttalib(a.s.) would plead with him not to destroy the Kabah, etc. So he said here I am to destroy

your most important place of worship and you are asking for your camels.

Hazrat Abd al Muttalib(a.s.) very calmly replied, you know those camels belong to me; I am their

owner. The Kabah is the House of God that has its owner. I want to look after my camels, the

House of God will be looked after by its owner. He said it with such yaqin or certainty that

Abraha felt something was not quite right. Then the story goes into how Hazart Abd al

Muttalib(a.s.) and his family, friends all the people of Mecca all went into the hills and Abraha did

attack but what happened? He was attacked by an army, with a huge army of birds who were

carrying these hard pebbles in their beaks which they released on this army and everybody in

the army was destroyed. The whole thing is mentioned in Surah-yi Al-Fil, which is one of the

short surah’s at the end of the Qur'an.8 But this is where we are talking about people who had

real yaqin and ilm. There was another group in the prophets' time those were the Muslims who

became Muslims out of fear. Out of fear because Islam was winning battle after battle or out of

greed because from each of these battles, there was a lot of ghanimat [spoils of war] there was

a lot of war gains, so they wanted a share of that.

There were two types of Muslims and the prophet had to ensure that they all knew about the

succession of Hazrat Ali(a.s). So what is Isma’ili’s interpretation then? The Isma’ili interpretation is

based on the Qur'an is that Walayat doesn't come at the end of the prophet’s life because this

8 Surah-yi Al-Fil (105)

Ayah-yi Walayah
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was his farewell pilgrimage but Walayat comes at the beginning of the Prophet’s mission. For

that, there are two references which I hope you will all have a chance to look at and insha'a'llah

Sultanuddin [in his review session next week] may pick it up as well.

The first is Surah-yi Taha surah 20 if you study it very carefully, verses 24 to 36, you will see the

relationship between Hazrat Musa(a.s.) and his brother Hazrat Harun(a.s.) because this is exactly

the relationship between the Holy Prophet(a.s.) and Hazrat Ali(a.s.). The second one is the

command of God in surah 26 ayat 214 Wa anzir 'asheeratakal aqrabeen Translation: And warn

your nearest kin. Where the Prophet is commanded by God to call the closest of his family and

to warn them anzir the word in the ayat is anzir and from this comes the word nazir or munzir

which means warning and the Prophet invited forty of his closest relatives all of them the

descendants of Hazrat Abd al Muttalib(a.s.) and he told them that you know obey me, help me in

my mission my God-given mission and you will become the rulers of the world but they didn't

listen except for according to history either 11 or 13 years old Mawlana Ali(a.s.) only Mawlana

Ali(a.s.) said that he would be the Prophets supporter.9

"O Children of Abd al-Muttalib (Banu Abd al-Muttalib), follow me and you will be the

kings and rulers of the earth. God has surely never sent a Prophet without appointing his

Vicegerent (wasi), minister (wazir), heir (wäris), brother (akh) and legatee (wali). Who

among you then will be my vicegerent, my heir, brother and minister?"10

At that time Nabi Muhammad Mustafa(s.a.) said to them God has never sent a messenger without

appointing his Wasi, Asas, his Wazir (deputy), his Waris (inheritor), his Akh (brother) and his

Wali (the one who has authority same as he has). There are five different titles for the Imams in

this Hadith of the Holy Prophet including Wali. So Mawla Ali’s Walayat is from the very

beginning when he was only 10 or 11 or 13 at the most and the difference is that this was

within the family, why the close family but the Gadir-i-Khumm was an open proclamation.

10 Ibid.,

9 Hazrat Ali, p.7

Ayah-yi Walayah
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In surah 5, we have not completely finished this ayat 5:5511 In the last bit of the ayat, there is

the use of a waw, wa hum raaki'oon that it is the only God is Wali, the Prophet is Wali, and the

perfect believers i.e., the Imams are Wali, who gives, who establishes Salat and who gives a

Zakat while they are in bowing position in ruku not in Sujood but you in bowing position,

because this means, everybody knows whoever is familiar with Muslim history knows that this

actual event happened in the time of the Prophet when Mawlana Ali(a.s.) stretched out his hand

to a beggar who had come into the masjid while they were all in ruku in the bowing position.

This story is in Tafsir-i-Durr-i Mansur, by a Sunni Alim (scholar) called Jalalu’d-Din Suyuti and all

Muslims unanimously accept it.

Now, it was obligatory for the prophet that he should teach all the Pillars of Islam, which are

mentioned in the Holy Qur'an. Of course, in the Holy Qur'an, these are mentioned very

succinctly, very briefly, like establish Salat and give Zakat. There is no detail on how to do Salat

and how much Zakat you give. All that detail was provided by the Holy Prophet(a.s.), which is

called the Sunnat of the Prophet as well as the Shariah. So for the Taharat, Salat, Zakat, Sawm,

Hajj, Jihad, that is what the Prophet did. Finally, the final Pillar of Walayah was revealed to the

people, last of all because it was the most difficult for people. The Prophet had fears that

people would think that he was favoring Hazrat Ali(a.s.) because he was his cousin and son-in-law

and so he had prayed in his heart to God how do I go about this? and this is what we recite in

the third part of our Holy Du’a.

Except that the third part of the Du’a has everything in it except the message O Prophet

delivered to the people what has been revealed to you from God. What did God reveal? (Surah

5:67) Jalalu’d-Din Suyuti, a Sunni commentator, says in his Tafsir-i Durr-i Mansur, (Misr, n.d.) III,

398 that this verse used to be recited during the lifetime of the Prophet as follows: "Ya

ayyuha'r-rasulu ballig mã unzila ilayka mir-rabbika anna "Aliyyan mawla'l-mu minina, wa il-lam

taf al fa-ma ballagta risalatahu wa'llahu ya simuka mina'n-nas" = O Messenger! Convey the

command that has been revealed to you about Ali, that he is the Mawla (master) of the mu

11 Surah-yi Al-Mā'idah (5:55)

Ayah-yi Walayah
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mins. For, if you do it not, you will not have conveyed His message and Allah will protect you

from humankind."

In this Durr-i Mansur of the Sunni Scholar Jalalu’d-Din Suyuti, he says that the phrase ‘Aliyyan

mawla'l-mu minina' is not in the present published copies of the Qur'an that has been removed

and this,as you know is well known that yes there are many references to the Ahlu’l-bayt that

have been removed from the Qur'an. This is why the Prophet gathered all the pilgrims and he

had a stage of Saddles made. Then he stood on it and had Hazrat Ali(a.s.) stand by his side. He

said, O people, know that what Aaron was to Moses, Ali is to me, except that surely, there shall

be no prophet after me, and he is (my) Plenipotentiary (wali) to you after me. Therefore, he to

whom I am Master (mawla), Ali is his Master.12 As I already mentioned, Dr. Faquir Sahib did not

mention that prior to this, he had already established that he had that Walyat by asking all the

people the question three times. Do I not have a greater right? Awla over you than you yourself

and they had agreed that's why he said he who’s Mawla I am, ‘Ali is his Mawla.

After that, he made his Hadis “al-Saqalayn” that is: “I am leaving two important things among

you: the Book of Allah and my progeny (‘itrah), the people of my House. If you hold on to both

of them you will never go astray, for they are not going to separate till they will come to me at

the Pond (Kawsar).”13 About the kitabu’llah and my `itrat or progeny. Then he said a prayer; “O

God, be affectionate to him who is devoted to ‘Ali, and forsake him who forsakes ‘Ali. and turn

the truth in whatever direction he turns.”14 and this prayer is also to be found in many Sunni

Ahadis books he prayed, O Allah before those who befriend Ali be the enemy of those who are

his enemies help those who help Ali and abandon those who abandon Ali and then the last

sentence “Allahumma adir il-haq-o ma haīso dar” is a very important one it means that the

Prophet prayed to God turn the truth in the direction in which Ali turned, he did not say that Ali

should turn in the direction of the truth. Because Mawla Ali(a.s.) and the Imams are the truth and

to follow them is to follow the truth. Finally, he finished with Mawlana Ali(a.s.). Mawlana

Muhammad al Baqir’s(a.s.) quotation, that Islam is founded or based on seven Pillars, including

14 Ibid.,

13 Ibid.,

12 Hazrat Ali, p.17

Ayah-yi Walayah
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Walayah. Walayah is the foremost and the most excellent of all because if you do not have a

Walayah you cannot have the details, all the meanings or the understanding of the rest of the

six pillars according to the time in which we live so Walayah although it was proclaimed last but

in Shia Islam it is the first of the seven pillars. Throughout this presentation, Dr. Faquir Sahib has

also referred to the English translation of the Pillars of Islam15 the Daca’imu’l-Islam by Sayyidna

Qazi Nu`man. It is in two volumes and it is available online the very first chapter is about

Walayah and I think that if you don't read any of the rest of the book, at least this first chapter

is very important. At one time it was published separately, called the Book of Faith16 it was

translated by Professor Fyzee. This book is available and of course, I have also mentioned before

this book Hazrat Ali17 and I have also recorded many of the things we have said today in this

book. This book is available from Khanah-yi Hikmat centers and it is online on monoreality as

well as the Ismaili literature website.18

Dr. Faquir Sahib would like those of you who know Urdu to be aware of this book it is called

Gadir-i Khumm and Khutba-i Gadir and it is a very beautiful book published in Pakistan it's an

Urdu translation of it. This Khutba is very lengthy but those of you who are interested can

always follow it up.

Thank you all for your presence and your interest and your attention and insha'a'llah, next

Sunday we will have the pleasure of welcoming Sultanuddin Yusofi from Calgary, Canada who

will elaborate and explain further whatever points to Dr. Faquir Sahib has mentioned today in

his session thank you everybody insha'a'llah.

See you all next week.

Ya Ali madad

18 Books | Allamah Nasir Hunzai | The Institute for Spiritual Wisdom , English Books | Institute for Spiritual Wisdom
& Luminous Science

17 Hazrat Alī

16 Book of Faith_AD.pdf

15 ,Daaim-al-Islam-The-Pillars-of-Islam-vol-1 .pdf Daaim-al-Islam-Pillars-of-Islam-volume-II.pdf

Ayah-yi Walayah
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 Ayah-i Walayah 

 Farman Mubarak 
 “It is important that in learning parts of the Qur'an, you must clearly 
 understand the  meaning  .  If you recite parts of the  Qur’an, certain words 
 must represent to you a  concept  .  If you study the  Qur’an-i Sharif, this 
 concept will become well known to you and through you to the jamat at 
 large.  This takes many years of study.  I do not want you to think that 
 this can be learnt easily or without hard work” 

 22  nd  November 1967 

 Meaning  and Concept (Wisdom) 

 The word Imam = literally means leader 

 The word Imam in Sunni Islam vs in Shia Islam 

 In Shia Islam, since the Prophet is chosen by Allah so is the prophet’s successor. 

 This brings us to the Walayah of  Murtaza Ali. 

 There are differences amongst Shia and Sunni sects when it comes to the Walayah 
 of Amiru’l-Mu’minin).  In this lecture we will approach it from Ismaili point of 
 view. 

 Walayah means to accept the authority of someone, meaning  someone else other 
 than self has (greater) authority or right over ourselves, our children, our 
 belongings.  This is referred to as  Walayat  .  And  the one with the authority is 
 called  Wali  ,  another word for it is  Mawla. 

 BUT the meaning of the word Mawla needs to be understood within the context. 
 Mawla = Lord 
 Mawla = Slave 

 1 
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 3 Types of Walayat: 

ُ  وَلِیُّكُمُ  إِنَّمَا لوَٰةَ  یقُِیمُونَ  ٱلَّذِینَ  ءَامَنوُاْ  وَٱلَّذِینَ  وَرَسُولھُُۥ  ٱ�َّ   وَیؤُۡتوُنَ  ٱلصَّ
كَوٰةَ كِعوُنَ   وَھُمۡ  ٱلزَّ  5/55   رَٰ

 Your ally is none but Allah and His Messenger and those who have believed - those who 
 establish prayer and give zakah, and they bow [in worship]. 

 Saheeh International 

 1  The Authority (Walayat) of Allah 

َ  إِنَّ لھَُم  أنَفسَُھُمۡ  ٱلۡمُؤۡمِنِینَ  مِنَ  ٱشۡترََىٰ  ٱ�َّ  9/111   ٱلۡجَنَّةَۚ   لھَُمُ  بأِنََّ  وَأمَۡوَٰ
 Indeed, Allah has purchased from the believers their lives and their properties [in 
 exchange] for that they will have Paradise. 

 Saheeh International 

 Allah has not come to the market to sell/buy (Bay`ah). But the Prophet (pbu), did 
 perform this action, and the Prophet's successor performs this action in his time. 

 2  The Authority (Walayat) of the Prophet 

 33/6   أنَفسُِھِمۡۖ   مِنۡ  بِٱلۡمُؤۡمِنِینَ  أوَۡلىَٰ  ٱلنَّبيُِّ

 The Prophet is more worthy of the believers than themselves, 

 Saheeh International 

 *****From the above verses, Allah and His messenger and  the messenger’s 
 successors  have more authority over the believers, although temporarily believers 
 have some authority. 

 3  Walayat of Hazrat-i Ali (a.s) 

 Ghadir-i Khumm and Walayat of Murtaza Ali (a.s) 

 2 
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 o  General understanding of people 
 o  different groups of people 

 ▪  Prior knowledge of Walayat 
 ▪  No knowledge of Walayat 
 ▪  Aceepted Islam by force 

 o  Ismaili understanding of the Ghadir Khumm event 
 o  Islam was not accidental, the religion of Allah was 

 continuous from Adam to Khatam (H. Muhammad p.u.h) 
 o  Story of Abrahatu’l Ashram and Hazrat Abdu’l-Muttalib, 

 who was the mustaqarr Imam and the grandfather of 
 Prophet Muhammad 

 So, the declaration of Hazrat-i Ali’s Walayat at Ghadir Khumm was 
 crucial because of all the above; otherwise every Natiq’s successor 
 is known right from the beginning. 

 26/214   ٱلأۡقَۡرَبِینَ   عَشِیرَتكََ  وَأنَذِرۡ
 And warn, [O Muhammad], your closest kindred. 

 Saheeh International 

  الأرض  ملوك  تکونوا  اطیعونی  ،  المطلب  عبد  یابني   :  الله  رسول   لھم  فقال
  ووارثا   ووزیرا  وصیا  لھ  جعل  الا  نبیا  یبعث  لم  الله  أن   ،  وحكامھا

     وأخي  وولیي  ،  ووارثی  ووزیرى  وصیي  یكون  فایكم   ،  وولیا  واخا 

 So Walayat of Murtaza Ali (a.s) was right from the beginning of 
 Islamic Da`wa.  It is said that when Prophet was at the scene of 

 Arafat  on  the  last  Hajj,  the  Prophet  received  the  revelation  of إِنَّمَا  
ُ  وَلِیُّكُمُ لوَٰةَ  یقُِیمُونَ  ٱلَّذِینَ  ءَامَنوُاْ  وَٱلَّذِینَ  وَرَسُولھُُۥ  ٱ�َّ كَوٰةَ  وَیؤُۡتوُنَ  ٱلصَّ   وَھُمۡ  ٱلزَّ

كِعوُنَ      رَٰ

 3 
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 The Prophet had on many occasions during the 23 years of his 
 prophethood, indicating the walayat of Murtaza Ali (a.s) and still the 
 job was not done and the Prophet feared that the categories of 
 people would not be able to accept the Walayat of Hazrati Ali (a.s). 
 Now on the occasion of Ghadir Khumm, based on these verses, the 
 Prophet appointed Ali (one more time) his Wali 

أٓیَُّھَا سُولُ  یَٰ بِّكَۖ  مِن  إلِیَۡكَ  أنُزِلَ  مَآ  بلَِّغۡ  ٱلرَّ   لَّمۡ  وَإِن  المؤمنین(  مول  علیا  )ان  رَّ
ُ  رِسَالتَھَُۚۥ  بلََّغۡتَ  فمََا  تفَۡعلَۡ َ  إِنَّ  ٱلنَّاسِۗ  مِنَ  یعَۡصِمُكَ  وَٱ�َّ   ٱلۡقوَۡمَ  یھَۡدِي  لاَ  ٱ�َّ

فِرِینَ   5/67   ٱلۡكَٰ
 O Messenger, announce that which has been revealed to you from your Lord, and if you 
 do not, then you have not conveyed His message. And Allah will protect you from the 
 people. Indeed, Allah does not guide the disbelieving people. 

 Saheeh International 

  من  ولیكم  ھو  و  بعدي  نبي  لا  انھ  الا  موسى  من  ھارون  بمنزلة  مني  علیا  ان
  بعدي

  من  والنصر  عاداه  من  عاد  و  والھ  من  وال  اللھم  مولاه  فعلى  مولاه  كنت  فمن
  دار  حیث  معھ  أدرالحق  و  خذلھ  من  وخذل  نصره

 25/20   صَدۡرِي   لِي  ٱشۡرَحۡ  رَبِّ  قاَلَ
 [Moses] said, "My Lord, expand for me my breast [with assurance] 

رۡ  26/20   أمَۡرِي   لِيٓ  وَیسَِّ
 And ease for me my task 

ن  عُقۡدةَٗ  وَٱحۡللُۡ  27/20   لِّسَانِي   مِّ
 And untie the knot from my tongue 

 28/20   قوَۡلِي   یفَۡقھَُواْ

 4 
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 That they may understand my speech. 

نۡ  وَزِیرٗا  لِّي  وَٱجۡعلَ  29/20   أھَۡلِي   مِّ
 And appoint for me a minister from my family - 

رُونَ  30/20   أخَِي   ھَٰ
 Aaron, my brother. 

 31/20   أزَۡرِي   بِھِٓۦ  ٱشۡددُۡ
 Increase through him my strength 

 31/20   أمَۡرِي   فِيٓ  وَأشَۡرِكۡھُ
 And let him share my task 

 Conclusion with Imam Muhammad Baqir (a.s) 
  إلى  یوصل  وبالولي  وبھا  أفضلھا  وھي  الولایة  دعائم .  سبع  على  الإسلام  بني   

 ."   والجھاد  والحج  والصوم  والزكاة  والصلاة  والطھارة  معرفتھا

 5 
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Ayah-yi Mawaddah

Transcription of Summary 05/08/2022

Speakers: Dr. Faquir Muhammad Hunzai & Alwaiza Rashida Noormohamed-Hunzai

Lecture Link Urdu by Dr. Faquir Muhammad Hunzai and English Summary by Rashida

Noormohamed-Hunzai Sahibah 05082022 Video mp4

Lecture Link Urdu by Dr. Faquir Muhammad Hunzai and English Summary by Rashida

Noormohamed-Hunzai Sahibah 05082022 Audio mp3

Bismi’llahi’r-Rahmani’r-Rahim

Ya ‘Ali Madad to everybody online. Welcome again to our global lectures and I request the host

to please display the Farmans slide for the audience.

Please recite the Salwat in the Holy name of our Mawlana Hazir Imam Allahuma Salli Ala

Muhammadin Wa āli Muhammad.

Hazrat Mawlana Sultan Muhammad Shah(s.a) said and I quote “For your religious

progress, I tell you one thing which includes everything. The most important thing is that

you keep a strong and solid faith in the successors of Muhammad and ‘Ali. It should be

even more than on your mother, father, wealth and health. You will have No Fear in this

world if you love the descendants of Muhammad and ‘Ali. This one hint includes all the

beauties of prayers and religion.”1

Let us recite Salwat; Allahuma Salli Ala Muhammadin Wa āli Muhammad.

This Farman has been chosen especially for today's topic: the Ayah-yi Mawaddah and Dr. Faquir

Sahib will now address the audience.

1 Mawlana Sultan Muhammad Shah, Nairobi- 1 March 1937

Ayah-yi Mawaddah
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Transcription Summary by Alwaiza Rashida Noormohamed-Hunzai Sahibah:

Insha'a'llah with your prayers, I shall try to do an English summary of today’s session. The whole

topic today is about the verse of Muwaddah and we started with the Farman of Mawlana Sultan

Muhammad(s.a.) about the importance and love of Hazrat Nabi Muhammad(s.a.) and ‘Ali(s.a.) and

their progeny if you have that, there will be no fear in the world for you.

Therefore, we can all accept and conclude from this Farman that love for the progeny of Nabi

Muhammad and Hazrat ‘Ali, is the foundation of religion, and then Dr. Faquir Sahib shared an

anecdote about a member of the Imam's family whose name was Hazrat Aqa Abd al-Samad

who used to travel through Hunza on very difficult roads where there was great danger of huge

stones falling from the mountain and crashing on you. On his way to China, he told his

companions that there was no need to be afraid and no need to hesitate because protection

from the name of ‘Ali would ease all their difficulties. So this is the type of love and reliance on

the progeny of Nabi Muhammad Mustafa and Hazrat ‘Ali.2

The word Muwaddah comes from wud which means to love and in Shia Islam there are two

translations of this word. So wud can also be translated as hub or it can be translated as willa

and both these words in Farsi mean friendship or dosti. From the word willa comes another

term tawalla and with tawalla,3 which means love for the progeny of the Holy Prophet(s.a.) and

Mawlana ‘Ali. There is also an opposite term tabarra4 which means you have enmity for them or

dislike for them; this is in Shia Islam and both these terms are based on the Prophets Hadis at

Gadir-i Khumm.

If you do not remember, then I do suggest that you consult this book which is on Hazrat ‘Ali,

because this fully describes what the Prophet said at Gadir-i Khumm after he had appointed and

designated Mawlana ‘Ali that; “Allahhuma wali man walahu wa-adi man wa adahu, O God, be

the friend of he who is this friend, and be the enemy of he who is his enemy’.5 O God love those

who love ‘Ali. This haith is where we have the wali, tawalla and then the opposite of that is

5 Hazrat Alī P. 18

4 Ibid.,

3 Paradise of Submission, p.85, 127

2 A Living Branch of Islam: The Ismailis of the Mountains of Hunza : ISWLS

Ayah-yi Mawaddah
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tabarra. He said to Allah, wa-adi man wa adahu so from the word adi and adahu comes enmity.

That is the meaning of enmity or dislike, which is in place of tabarra which is in place of adawat,

enmity or animosity.

So what does this mean, this hadith is encouraging all mu’mins to keep the friendship of those

who love ‘Ali and avoid the friendship of those who are Hazrat ‘Ali’s enemies because they are

automatically also the enemies of the ahlu'l-bayt. Our teachings, Isma’ilis teaching, say that we

should have real profound friendships, heartfelt friendships with those who have similar love as

us for the ahlu'l-bayt and we should avoid this type of deep friendship with those who are not

friends or the lovers of the ahlu'l-bayt.

The reason for this is, that the Imam is the possessor of the Divine Spirit the ruhu’l-Qudus.

Ruhu’l-Qudus definitely works on many levels. It depends on your faith, it depends on your love,

ishq, muhabbat but it also depends on your knowledge, on your actions, on your ibadat. All this

also depends on the type of friendships you have in the world, deep, profound friendships, we

are not talking about business relationships or relationships with people working with or

studying with. So the circle of deep friendship with those who love Hazrat Muhammad and

Mawlana ‘Ali and their progeny is very important, especially for those mu’minins who are weak

in knowledge.

Another relationship with this one is Al-Wadud. This is one of the attributive names of God, the

ninety-nine names of God, one of them is Al-Wadud and it is on the measure in Arabic of the

word F’aul and in Arabic any word which is on the measure of F’aul has a dual meaning and this

dual meaning in translation would be; the one who loves and that's sort of person is called a

Muhib and it also means the one who is loved that he is the mehboob the beloved. So God in

other words is loving as well as the one whom we love.

In the Qur'an, there is an amazing example of an ayat in which God challenges those who leave

the faith of Islam who renegade, this is in Surah 5 Ayat 54. Yaa aiyuhal lazeena aamanoo mai

yartadda minkum 'an deenihee fasawfa ya'tillaahu biqawminy yuhibbuhum wa yuhibboonahoo

azillatin 'alal mu'mineena a'izzatin 'alal kaafireena yujaahidoona fee sabeelil laahi wa laa

yakhaafoona lawmata laaa'im; zaalika fadlul laahi yu'teehi mai yashaaa'; wallaahu Waasi'un

Ayah-yi Mawaddah
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'Aleem Translation: O you who believe! if any from among you turn back from his Faith, soon

will Allah produce a people whom He will love as they will love Him, lowly with the believers,

mighty against the rejecters, fighting in the way of Allah, and never afraid of the reproaches of

such as find fault. That is the grace of Allah, which He will bestow on whom He pleaseth. And

Allah encompasseth all, and He knoweth all thing.6 God says to such people if you leave your

religion, then in your place I, God will bring people whom I love and they love me.

This is the Ayah-yi Mawaddah the 5:54 and just for a connection, we have mentioned already

for Walayah the ayat of 5:55. Innamaa waliyyukumul laahu wa Rasooluhoo wal lazeena

aamanul lazeena yuqeemoonas Salaata wa yu'toonaz Zakaata wa hum raaki'oon Translation:

Your (real) friends are (no less than) Allah, His Messenger, and the (fellowship of) believers,-

those who establish regular prayers and regular charity, and they bow down humbly (in

worship).7 So the ayat of Walayah is the one after this one, the Ayah-yi Mawaddah and these

types of ayats just as a measure of general knowledge is that there are many ayats which are

very well known Ayah-yi Fitrat, Ayah-yi I’taat, Ayah-yi Mawaddah, Waliyah etc. Those who

know they know their Qur'an fairly well instantly relate to such ayats and they know exactly

what these ayats were all about, and this one is about the love for the ahlu'l-bayt.

Now, to corroborate this ayat, we go to surah 42 ayat 23. Thalika allathee yubashshiruAllahu

AAibadahu allatheena amanoowaAAamiloo assalihati qul laas-alukum AAalayhi ajran illa

almawaddata fee alqurbawaman yaqtarif hasanatan nazid lahu feeha husnaninna Allaha

ghafoorun shakoor Translation: That is (the Bounty) whereof Allah gives Glad Tidings to His

Servants who believe and do righteous deeds. Say: "No reward do I ask of you for this except

the love of those near of kin." And if anyone earns any good, We shall give him an increase of

good in respect thereof: for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate (service).8

It is also extremely important that God commands the Holy Prophet to say Kul, I ask the

Muslims I ask no recompense, no reward, no fee from you people for all the trouble I have taken

to deliver the message of God to you except that I ask that you love my progeny and the Arabic

8 Surah-yi Ash-Shūraá (42:23)

7 Surah-yi Al-Mā'idah (5:55)

6 Surah-yi Al-Mā'idah (5:54)

Ayah-yi Mawaddah

21



GLOBAL LECTURE SERIES-9
5

word for that is that Mawaddata-fil-Qur’ba. So we should know a little bit about why was this

particular ayat revealed, the technical word for that is shan-i nuzul (the context of revelation)

because the background is very important. The background is that once in Madinah, some

Muslims mu’minin came to the Prophet and requested the Prophet: O Prophet of God, before

your coming, we were astray, we were idol worshippers and we were also materially very poor

and weak but since you have come amongst us God has shown us the true path through you.

We were very materially poor but your teachings have brought us so much barakah in our

earnings and our worldly goods that whatever you want from our property, we are ready to give

it to you. So, at that time, this ayat was revealed about: I ask no recompense from you except

love Mawaddata-fil-Qur’ba for the near ones. Therefore, this is the ayat that we have been

talking about and the love for the Prophet’s progeny is mentioned in this ayat so they asked

who are they? Who are your zil qur’ba? Who are the ones so close to you?

We have traditions from both Mawlana Ja’fer Sadiq(s.a) and from Mawlana Muhammad

al-Baqir(s.a) who have told us that the Prophet replied, it is ‘Ali and Fatima(s.a) and Hassan(s.a) and

Hussain(s.a).9 In those days they were known as the Paj tan-i Pāk they are still known as Paj tan-i

Pāk. The Progeny from Mawlana Hussain who are the permanent Imams and now also known

as Ahlu'l-bayt. Dr. Faquir Sahib mentioned that these types of haqiqats or realities in Islam are

not for a short time only. This type of ayats will apply for the entire cycle of the Holy Prophet

Muhammad and beyond. Mawlana Sultan Muhammad Shah has mentioned in the Farman,

which we displayed at the beginning of this session, that if you have love for the Prophet and

from Mawlana ‘Ali’s a’al [progeny] who are always present in the world. The Prophet, after

having said all that continued that whoever loves them, certainly loves me and whoever shows

animosity or enmity to them surely keep enmity with me. He also carried on and said, only

mu’mins will love ‘Ali and only hypocrites (munafiq) will be his enemies. These Hadith are all in

the book of Hadith about ahlu'l-bayt which we have compiled and is available on our websites.10

So Mawlana Muhammad al-Baqir was asked about this Hadis Wallahu heya farizaun min-Allah

wajibat ala jamiah Al-ibad li-Muhammad salla’llah alayhi wa-ala alihi finaa ahl-i bait and he

10 The Holy Ahl-i Bayt in the Prophetic Traditions

9 Shahad-i-Bihisht, p. 45

Ayah-yi Mawaddah
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said, that there are many obligatory acts in Islam, in the same way, Mawaddah is also obligatory

on all the believers. It is an obligation, is compulsory for us as Muslims to have love for the

ahlu'l-bayt of Hazrat Nabi Muhammad.11

Dr. Faquir Sahib said that it's important to know the history and because without knowing

history, it's very difficult to understand the context of the Qur'an and it's very difficult to

understand our faith thoroughly. He suggests that we should read the life of the Holy Prophet

Muhammad from both Sunni and Shia’s sources to have a balanced picture.

Now comes the question, who were the Prophets’ ahlu'l-bayt? Because again, in Islam as you

know, there are groups and they have different interpretations. Some say that the ahlu'l-bayt of

the prophet also includes his wives. Then there is also another group that says that the Prophet

had two houses he had a physical family, a physical household in which his wives were definitely

who are called the Umm al-mu’minins, meaning the mothers of muminis. They are definitely

included in his physical house, but He also had a nurani, a luminous house and this luminous

house is called Baytu’l wahy. [Baytu’n-nubuwwat wa’l-wahy (the House of Prophethood and

inspiration).]12

This is also described in this book of Hazrat ‘Ali so this Baytu’l-wahy was the family of the bayt

which included only Nabi Muhammad Mustafaand the Paj tan-i Pāk, and this why they are

included in the Baytu’l-wahy. Because they were Paj tan-i Pāk, the nurani household, they were

aware of when and how the Prophet was receiving the revelation. The Holy Qur'an talks about

their purity in surah 33 ayat 33. Wa qarna fee bu yoo tikunna wa laa tabarrajna tabarrujal

Jaahiliyyatil oolaa wa aqimnas Salaata wa aaateenaz Zakaata wa ati'nal laaha wa Rasoolah;

innamaa yureedul laahu liyuzhiba 'ankumur rijsa Ahlal Bayti wa yutahhirakum tatheeraa

Translation: And stay quietly in your houses, and make not a dazzling display, like that of the

former Times of Ignorance; and establish regular Prayer, and give regular Charity; and obey

Allah and His Messenger. And Allah only wishes to remove all abomination from you, you

members of the Family, and to make you pure and spotless.13 Where it says that these five are

13 Surah-yi Al-'Aĥzāb (33:33)

12 Hazrat Ali, p. 12

11 Shahad-i-Bihisht p. 46-47

Ayah-yi Mawaddah
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wayutahhirakum tatheer. They were purified in every way; therefore, they were part of the

nurani household and they are the ones who the Qur'an describes as the zil qur’ba.

So what benefits are there for mu’minin’s in all these types of traditions and in this types of ilm

or knowledge that we need to understand the esoteric wisdom of these things. So as you well

know now, the Qur'an has a zahir and a batin but for every batin according to one Hadith there

are seven batins according to another Hadith there's seventy batins. "Indeed, the Qur'an has a

zahr (exoteric aspect) and a batn (esoteric aspect) and every batn goes up to seven batns or

upto seventy batns."14 When a mu’min asked Mawlana Ja’fer as Sadiq, he said not only can I

give you seventy meanings of the Qur'an’s every ayat, in fact, I can give you many more beyond

seventy.15

We have to understand the hikmat now, so why do not we ask the question, why does the

Prophet not need any physical reward or recompense? and the gist of it is that Dr. Faquir Sahib

shared that Prophets, [followed] according to the guidance of the Imam of their time. This

might be a new point for some of you that there have been permanent Imams throughout the

history of religion. In the time of Prophet Muhammad his Imam of the time was Mawlana Abu

Talib(s.a.) whose name in the Qur'an is Hazrat Imran(a.s) and according to his guidance the Prophet

followed and walked on the part of spirituality and he reached the final destination which we

call Miraj. In other words, Prophets achieve the highest purpose of their lives and by reaching

the stage of Haziratu’l-quds or Miraj. They achieve the final didar of God, become fana’ fi’llah.

So here Dr. Faquir Sahib quoted the final paragraph of The Memoirs of Mawlana Sultan

Muhammad Shah that just said the one enduring lesson that he had learned in his long life was

that; “The subject should always disappear in the object.”16 The subject should always merge in

the object, which is what happens to all the Prophets, but then they return to their physical

lives as a sign of gratitude to God. For receiving the final didar and for merging in the light of

God and they returned to their own community. Their community which speaks their own

language because that is what the Qur'an tells us that God sends Prophets to their own

16 The Memoirs of AGA KHAN, p.375

15 Hazrat Ali, p.37

14 A Thousand Wisdoms, p.365
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communities in their own languages to teach them. The word Arsala, from which comes the

word, Rasul and Ba’atha from which comes the word Mab’uth both mean sent, so the question

is where were they sent from?

They were not sent from another country or another part of the world. They were born in the

community to which they were sent. The word “sent” means from the stage of Miraj or

Haziratu’l-quds they came back to this physical reality having experienced a higher spiritual

reality to teach others. So they are “sent” in a spiritual sense, and this explains why they do not

need any physical reward.

They have achieved everything possible for themselves, so everybody knows that or everybody

should logically understand it. If you have achieved the purpose of your life, you will not leave

your community without any guidance after your departure physically from the world. So the

ahlu'l-bayt or zil qur’ba or Ale-Muhammad and ‘Ali have to be in the world, present to do the

same thing that they did for the community in their time. Therefore, everybody in Islam accepts

that the Prophet did pronounce the Hadith Thaqalayn at the time of Gadir-i Khumm and this "I

am going to leave among you two important (weighty) things, of which one is greater than the

other: the Book of Allah, which is a rope extended from the heaven to the earth, one end of

which is with Allah and the other is in your hands. Thus hold it firmly and also my itrat

(progeny)”.17 Hadith Thaqalayn literally means that he left two very heavy things amongst us,

they were not heavy in the sense of physical weight, they were heavy in the sense of the

meanings the Qur'an is full of the meanings of Ta’wil and the Imam is the “Wa kulla shay'in

ahsaynahu fi imamin mubin”18 they have a spiritual sense, and therefore the door of barakat,of

blessings and mercies remains open in every time for people to benefit from God's mercies and

blessings. Further explanation of this is that mu’mins can or human being rather; human beings

can experience two types of fana: they can either experience the fana-i ulwi the higher merging

i.e. they can merge in the light of the Imam, the Prophet and God or they can do the opposite

they can drop themselves into merging in the physical material comforts of this world which are

a trait which Mawlana Sultan Muhammad Shah describes as the clogging and empering bonds

18 Surah-yi Yā-Sīn (36:12)

17 A Thousand Wisdoms, p.129
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of the material self.19 The final meaning of love for the progeny of the Holy Prophet is that if

mu’minins follow them, love them, obey them, they too will be able to merge in the higher

levels. They will receive eternal life. When you are merged in the higher levels, the levels that

the Prophets merged in, then you are also blessed with eternal life, which is why we have all

been born to achieve eternal life. Insha'a'llah.

So that is the English summary of what we have discussed today and it is our happiness to

inform you all that next Sunday's session will be a review of the same Ayah-yi Muwaddah and

our very good friend will deliver that from Islamabad Dawar Khan Sahib.

Thank you, everybody and Ya ‘Ali Madad.

Transcription by your friends in knowledge:
Anila Surani, Jasmine Merchant, Navin Kaisani & Niamat Chandani

Note: Global lectures series was started on January 9th, 2022. Above is the #9 lecture transcript.

Live sessions are going on every Sunday for global Jamat. Please join live lectures with the
zoom link given below.

Zoom Link for Sunday Global Lectures

Meeting ID: 844 8079 9388

Passcode: 029954

For any further queries please write to Navinkaisani@gmail.com

Note: The following symbols have been used in the essay with the names of holy personalities.

They have been used once only when the name appears the first time.

(s.a.) = salla'llahu 'alayhi wa-alihi wa-sallam (May Allah send blessings and peace through him

and his progeny).

19 Vadhvaan Camp 18-10-1903
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Ayah-yi Bay’ah

Transcription of Summary 05/22/2022

Speakers: Dr. Faquir Muhammad Hunzai & Alwaiza Rashida Noormohamed-Hunzai

Lecture Link Urdu by Dr. Faquir Muhammad Hunzai and English Summary by Rashida

Noormohamed-Hunzai Sahibah 05222022 Video mp4

Lecture Link Urdu by Dr. Faquir Muhammad Hunzai and English Summary by Rashida

Noormohamed-Hunzai Sahibah 05222022 Video mp3

05222022 by Dr Faqir Muhammad & Rashida Sahibah-PDF

Ya ‘Ali Madad, all of you who are on this benchmark and Dr. Faquir Sahib will start the short

prayers.

We have asked Irfan to display these right at the beginning of this session. This paragraph ‘D’ is

from the preamble, meaning the introduction to the Global Constitution of the Shia Isma’ili

Muslims, which you know has been in existence since 1986.

“The authority of the Imam in the Isma’ili tariqah is testified by Bay’ah, by the murid to

the Imam which is the act of acceptance by the murid of the permanent spiritual bond

between the Imam and the murid.”

I repeat the permanent spiritual bond between the Imam and the murid.

“This allegiance unites all Isma’ili Muslims worldwide in their loyalty, devotion and

obedience to the Imam within the Islamic concept of universal brotherhood. It is distinct

from the allegiance of the individual murid to his land of abode.”1

We also have a quotation from a Foreward that Mawlana Sultan Muhammad shah(s.a.) had

written for a book called Muhammad A Mercy to All Nations by Al-Hajj Qassim Ali Jairazbhoy in

1 1998-The Constitution of The Shia Imami Ismaili Muslims.pdf
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1934. In this very profound Foreward, which we recommend all of you should read and it is

available on a Monoreality website2 in the Mawlana Sultan Muhammad shah folder.

It says that: “By the institution of the ‘Ulu’l-Amr-who can be interpreted as Imam and caliph-

and by placing obedience to ‘Ulu ’l- Amr immediately after that to God and the Prophet, he

ensured that the Faith would ever remain living, extending, developing with science,

knowledge, art and industry.” 3

This quotation is applicable to all that we will discuss now and please remember that it will even

have greater significance when we look at the Aya-i ita’at which will be one of our sessions. So

now Dr. Faqir Sahib will talk about Ayah-yi Bay’ah.

Al-hamdu li’llah, Al-hamdu li’llah!

Transcription Summary by Alwaiza Rashida Noormohamed-Hunzai Sahibah:

Now I should do the brief summary in English of the Ayah-yi Bay’ah which is Surah 48 ayat 10

Innal lazeena yubaayi'oonaka innamaa yubaayi'oonal laaha yadul laahi fawqa aydeehim; faman

nakasa fainnamaa yankusu 'alaa nafsihee wa man awfaa bimaa 'aahada 'alaihullaaha fasa

yu'teehi ajran 'azeemaa Translation: “ Lo! those who swear allegiance unto thee (Muhammad),

swear allegiance only unto Allah. The Hand of Allah is above their hands. So whosoever

breaketh his oath, breaketh it only to his soul's hurt; while whosoever keepeth his covenant

with Allah, on him will He bestow immense reward.4

We have already seen the quotation of paragraph ‘D’ of the preamble, as well as the Foreward

of Mawlana Sultan Muhammad Shah but as you notice, these are true Isma’ili sources. These

are the sources from our Imams' literature or from his own sayings. What we have said

throughout this series is that when we are discussing our faith or in any way if you ever were

involved in a debate or a discussion with anybody who is not an Isma’ili, you should quote only

Isma’ili sources like the Imam’s farmans, speeches or our ginans or our Isma’ili da’is writings,

4 Surah-yi Al-Fath (48:10)

3 H. H. The Aga Khan III's foreword written for Jairazbhoy's 'Muhammad - A Mercy to all the Nations'

2 Monoreality: Esoteric Islam and Ismailism: Resources
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they are not going to be very happy. They will be reluctant to accept, they will say that this is

your own interpretation, so we need a common source. For common sources, if the people are

irreligious they don't believe in any religion, then one should simply use logic. Explain our points

through logic but if they are religious people, and for instance, if there are Muslims or other

interpretations, then our common source is the Holy Qur'an, which is why we need this type of

knowledge very much. This is not only to satisfy other people, but the most important point

here is that if we are not able to satisfy ourselves about the haqiqat, the reality, the truth of our

beliefs, then we will always be the victims of doubt and suspicion and this, in terms of religion,

is a very serious spiritual disease. In Urdu Dr. Faquir Sahib use the phrase marz-i ruhani [spiritual

illness].

It is a spiritual sickness or disease, so first and foremost, for our own certainty, yaqin we need

this type of knowledge and if ever we have an opportunity to have a discussion with another

muslim brothers and sisters, it is Qur'anic knowledge which will help us. Then he also explained

the word Bay’ah has two types of pronunciation if you are from the Arabic context, then Bay’ah

ending in ‘H’ is the correct pronunciation, but there are other people in the world like Persians

and Urdu speakers etc., for whom it's easier to say Bay’at with ‘T’ at the end. There are two

words actually, Bay’ah and Muba’ya’a, and they are both from the same root because this

Muba’ya’a is from the Bab-i Mufa’llah but the meaning is the important thing. The meaning is

that these two words, Bay’ah or muba’ya’a both mean a contract between two people or two

sides.

In other words, it is an expression of a mutual relationship. It is not one-sided; it is mutual. This

is a very important word and in the Arabic language. It belongs to what is called the lugat-i

az’dad meaning it is a word which has opposite meanings, completely opposite. So, the word

bay’ah means to sell and to buy, which are opposite meanings and to give us an example which

we may have looked at before, which is the word Mawla. The famous word from the Hadith of

the Gadir-i Khumm that the word Mawla is similar. It doesn't have just many meanings, but it

has two opposite meanings master and slave. Therefore, you have to look at the context. We

have already discussed the Gadir-i Khumm Context.

Ayah-yi Bay’ah
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The Prophet said “He to whom I am Master (mawla), Ali is his Master.5 He who’s Mawla I am, so

he was the master, so that is where Ali is also that Master. There is great wisdom in this type of

word with these two contrary meanings.

We have seen that in the Holy Qur'an, this type of relationship is mentioned again and again

because ordinary human beings do not have direct communication or a direct connection with

God, it is always indirectly through the Wasilah, the intermediary of God.6 This is completely

clear in the Holy Qur'an. The Holy Qur'an actually says wabtaghooo ilaihil waseelata search for

the intermediary to God and the Sahib-i Nur, the one who possesses the light of God, the one

who possesses the Ulu’l-Amr. Who is the bearer of the Divine Amr (command)? He is that

Wasilah.

The Qur'an also uses very allegorical examples like hablil laahi7, the rope of God and we all

know that there is no such rope hanging from anywhere and we have also the example of

Ayah-yi Walayah which we had discussed 5:55. That Allah is the Wali and so is the Prophet and

so is the one who gave Zakat whilst he was in Ruku. So there has to be a Wasilah or a Wali or an

intermediary between us and Allah. Innamaa waliyyukumul laahu wa Rasooluhoo wal lazeena

aamanul lazeena yuqeemoonas Salaata wa yu'toonaz Zakaata wa hum raaki'oon Translation:

Your (real) friends are (no less than) Allah, His Messenger, and the (fellowship of) believers,-

those who establish regular prayers and regular charity, and they bow down humbly (in

worship).8

This Ayah-yi Bay’ah is in the same category as bay’ah and it is in the fourth part of our Du’a we

recite it three times daily. So it is in the ayat which everybody knows very much and it has been

chosen to be in our Du’a. Like the other verses in the Du’a, which are foundational to our

beliefs, they formed the basis of our beliefs. In the Ayat of Bay’ah God says that those who gave

bay’ah to the Prophet, verily, truly, certainly they give it but to Allah Himself. You would think

that there can be no argument after that. Then he goes on saying that Allah’s hand is upon their

8 Surah-yi Al-Mā'idah (5:55)

7 Surah-yi Al-i Imran (3:103)

6 Surah-yi Al-Mā'idah (5:35)

5 Hazrat Alī p.17
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hands but in the physical world, that hand which accepted the bay’ah belongs to the Holy

Prophet Muhammad(s.a.).9 Nobody has seen God's hand otherwise, so this means that the

Prophet is the hand of God.

Then, the rest of the ayat describes the importance and the haqiqat of why we should do

Bay’ah. So first of all, we have to understand what is being sold and what is being purchased

here. On behalf of God by the Holy Prophet and for this, we have a reference of surah 9 Surah-yi

At-Tawbah and the ayat number is 111 Innal laahash taraa minal mu'mineena anfusahum wa

amwaalahum bi anna lahumul jannah; yuqaatiloona fee sabeelil laahi fa yaqtuloona wa

yuqtaloona wa'dan 'alaihi haqqan fit Tawraati wal Injeeli wal Qur'aaan; wa man awfaa

bi'ahdihee minal laah; fastabshiroo bi bay'ikumul lazee baaya'tum bih; wa zaalika huwal fawzul

'azeem Translation: …..Verily Allah has purchased from the faithful their selves and their

properties in return for the garden of paradise. They fight in His cause, and slay and are slain: a

promise binding on Him in truth, through the Law, the Gospel, and the Qur'an: and who is more

faithful to his covenant than Allah? then rejoice in the bargain which ye have concluded: that is

the achievement supreme.10 There is a very clear statement about buying and selling it says,

“Indeed, Verily, truly, Allah has vote from the believers. Their lives (anfus) and their wealth

(amwal)”.

Why does God want to buy these things from us? We said that Allah is Allahu’s-Samad he is

absolutely independent, he has no need of anything, he is be’niaz, he doesn't need anything.

Why would he want to buy our souls, our lives & our property from us? Because he wants to

give us something in return! That's the hikmat of this entire discussion of bay'ah that God wants

to give people paradise. However, paradise cannot be just attained without any type of struggle

or striving. It can only be attained if there is sacrifice, if there is struggle, and if there is a trial

that you are put through. These trials in religion can be either physical trials or they can be

spiritual trials. They are to elevate the mu’mins' ranks because, again, people have this wrong

notion that levels, ranks, and status of different levels are only in this physical world. Though,

10 Surah-yi At-Tawbah (9:111)

9 Surah-yi Al-Fath (48:10)
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they should really know that even in the spiritual world, there are ranks. Everybody is not on

the same level.

This is decided by who fulfills their bay’ah, who sacrifices more and who goes to more trials.

This is what will decide what rank you belong to and Jannat, for us, is a place of eternal peace.

The Qur'an describes paradise as the place where mu’mins’ every desire is fulfilled. So it is

certainly something we would all love. It is not enough to like it we have to struggle for it and

God puts us through these trials and sacrifices in order that we attain this spiritual elevation.

Then the 48:10 ayat also described those people who do not fulfill their bay’ah. They may make

a promise, make a covenant, but they don't fulfill it.11 Surah 9 ayat number 111 says, If you read

the whole of it, towards the end, it asks a question: Who fulfills his promise better than Allah?12

It's not human beings who fulfill their promise perfectly, but Allah fulfills his promise perfectly.

There can be no lack into it. This is why, in order to fulfill our promise, we have to have

unconditional, absolute fulfillment.

We have already seen last time, very important farman of Mawlana Sultan Muhammad shah

Hazrat Mawlana Sultan Muhammad Shah(s.a) So those who do not fulfill their bay’ah, do not

keep their side of the bargain, do not keep their side of the promise they are the ones who are

going to be at a great loss.13 Those who do fulfill it for them it is wa man awfaa bimaa 'aahada

'alaihullaaha fasa yu'teehi ajran 'azeemaa.14 Very great reward for those who fulfill it. So this

great reward is the paradise where mu’mins’ every desire will be fulfilled. This discussion should

by now have convinced you about the very important point in this ayat.

The rest of the Holy Qur'an says that God has never left this world without his own Khalifa,

without his own representative, without an intermediary, a source of light and guidance for

human beings. This is not from the very such a thing as beginning because for us, it is eternity,

and there have been many Adams. So from the very first Adam when this planet became

14 Surah-yi Al-Fath (48:10)

13 , Nairobi March 1st 193705082022-Farman Mubarak.jpg

12 Surah-yi At-Tawbah (9:111)

11 Surah-yi Al-Fath (48:10)
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inhabited, there is always been a vicegerent or Khalifa of God here. This shows that God's

eternal law is that he should always provide a guide, a hadi, to Human beings.

Today, our belief, Isma’ili’s interpretation is that Mawlana Hazir Imam(s.a.) is Khalifa. He is that

Nur, he is that hadi, guide, he is that wassila, he is that rope of Allah. He is the one whose hand,

when you give bay’ah to him, is the hand of God.

Then Dr. Faquir Sahib finished by referring to a very well-known and famous example since the

Tajikistan and Afghanistan’s Jama’ats have come into contact with the rest of the Isma’ili world

northern areas of Pakistan. Everybody is now aware of the daw’ah of Pir Nasir Khisraw(q.s.). He

was not born an Isma’ili at the age of 40, having led a life of comfort and ease and also

consisting of many habits that are not encouraged by our Imams such as drinking alcohol, he

suddenly realized that he was wasting his life. Although he was fond of alcohol but he also was a

great scholar. He had studied all the philosophy of his time. He had studied many other

sciences. He had a lot of knowledge and he used to read the Qur'an in a very interesting way,

not just taking it all; he would question things. He would try to understand its hikmat and so

one day, he came across this ayat 48:1015 about the hand of God and he ask Where is that hand

of God? Then he ran to the scholars of his community, the Ulama and he asked them where is

that hand of God. They said that kind of God has disappeared, the people who did the bay’ah

have disappeared. The tree under which that bay’ah was taken has disappeared. There is no

such thing as the hand of God now. He was not ready to accept that. He said, how can that be?

He asked this very emotional question: He says; What sin have I committed that I was not born

in that time? Why am I born now? Logic! very wonderful logic! They could not answer him. So

he set out on a seven-year journey, first to Mecca and then he finally ends up in Cairo. There, he

becomes a student of Sayyidna al-Mu'ayyad fi'd-Din Shirazi(q.s.). He learns about the Isma’ili

interpretation of the Holy Qur'an and he becomes an Isma’ili, by seeking the answer to this

question of his: what sins have I committed that I am in a time where God has not given us a

guide?

15 Surah-yi Al-Fath (48:10)
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This is a very important lesson for all of us. Sayyidna Pir Nasir Khisraw was a very clever man. He

was not a fool. He was a very clever man. That's why he asked these questions and then he also

searched for the answer. That's why we all know that Imam-i Zaman has used this phrase our

faith is an esoteric Faith, and it is a faith of the Intellect, and it is a faith of personal search16 and

Al-hamdu li’llah! All of you and us humble murids of the Imam of the time are together engaged

in a personal search for wisdom, for the knowledge of haqaiq for the knowledge of realities. We

thank you all for participating and for encouraging us. May Mawla Khudawand bless us all with

his Nur in the form of very sublime knowledge. Amin, Ya Rabba’l-’alamin

Next week the follow-up, the review of this Ayah-yi bay’ah session will be done by Alwaiz Riyaz

Momin from Houston and insha'a'llah we will meet next Sunday. I do have an important

announcement to make that it is necessary for us to travel again so after next Sunday, we will be

taking a break for two months. We are away in June but we have deliberately decided not to

start in July because in July. As in this part of the world, in the Western world, there are Imamat

day khushali majalis which take place in the daytime on a Sunday, and therefore it interferes,

we do not want to interfere with such Jama’ati commitments. We will start on the first Sunday

of August, at that time, we will have two more ayats to cover, very foundational and after that

Dr. Faquir Sahib, insha'a'llah with all your prayers, we will start on a journey of the intellectual

history of the Isma’ili tariqah .

Thank you everybody and Ya Ali Madad.

Your ilmi friends in knowledge

Transcription by Anila Surani & Laila Gillani

Formatting, referencing, proofreading & editing by Navin Kaisani & Niamat Chandani

Note: Global lectures series was started on January 9th, 2022. Above is the #9 lecture transcript.

Live sessions are going on every Sunday for global Jamat. Please join live lectures with the
zoom link given below.

16 Mawlana Shah Karim al-Huysani, Mwanza, Tanzania October 8, 1988
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Zoom Link for Sunday Global Lectures

Meeting ID: 844 8079 9388

Passcode: 029954

For any further queries, please write to Navinkaisani@gmail.com

Note: The following symbols have been used in the essay with the names of holy personalities.

They have been used once only when the name appears the first time.

(s.a.) = salla'llahu 'alayhi wa-alihi wa-sallam (May Allah send blessings and peace through him

and his progeny).

(q.s.)= qaddasa’llahu sirrahu (May God sanctify his secret).
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Ayah-yi Itacah (4:59)

Transcription of Summary 08/07/2022

Lecture Link Urdu by Dr. Faquir Muhammad Hunzai and English Summary by
Rashida Noormohamed-Hunzai Sahibah 08072022 Audio mp3

Lecture Link Urdu by Dr. Faquir Muhammad Hunzai and English Summary by
Rashida Noormohamed-Hunzai Sahibah 08072022 Video mp4

08072022-Ayah-yi Ita`ah.pdf

Bismi’llahi’r-Rahmani’r-Rahim

Ya cAli madad

[After prayer] We will start with this quotation, which has been displayed before in connection

with the concept of mediation Wasilah, etc., but this is such an important quotation that we want

you to keep in mind throughout this lecture. We will finish with another slide at the end of the

lecture. Still, this particular quotation is from a Foreward, written by Mawlana Sultan

Muhammed Shah(c) in 1934 for a book called Muhammad A Mercy to all Nations by Al-Hajj

Qassim Ali Jairazbhoy. The whole of this Foreward is very important and we recommend all to

read it. Please go to the Monoreality website1 and find it in the Mawlana Sultan Muhammad

Shāh’s folder. It is well worth reading it a few times.2

Let's read this quotation together because today we are talking about the verse of obedience

Ayah-i Itacah and we will be referring to this quotation several time so please keep in mind. This

quotation goes like this;

“By the institution of the ‘Ulu’l-Amr - who can be interpreted as Imam and Caliph - and

by placing obedience to ‘Ulu’l-Amr, immediately after that to God and the Prophet, the

2 Aga Khan III : ISWLS

1 https://www.monoreality.org/
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ensured that the Faith would ever remain living, extending, developing with science,

knowledge, art and industry.”3

[Next is] the Farman of Mawlana Hazir Imam, Nur Mawlana Shah Karim Al-Hussaini Hazir

Imam(c) Which was made in Pakistan:

“For hundreds of years, my spiritual children have been guided by the Rope of Imamat.

You have looked to the Imam-of-the-Age for advice and help in all matters, and through

your Imam’s immense love and affection for his spiritual children, his nur has indicated

to you where and in which direction you must turn, so as to obtain spiritual and worldly

satisfaction”.4

So the quotation in the beginning and the Farman at the end is like a conclusion about the Ismaili

interpretation of the Qur’an and Ahadith. Now Dr Faquir Sahib will deliver his lecture:

Transcription Summary by Alwaiza Rashida Noormohamed-Hunzai Sahibah:

I will briefly summarize in English for those who have found Urdu difficult. Today's topic is the

verse of obedience Ayah-yi-Itacah surah 4 ayat 59, which we recite in our Holy Duca thrice daily.

It is the soul of our Ismaili dacwah. Yaaa aiyuhal lazeena aamanooo atee'ul laaha wa atee'ur

Rasoola wa ulil amri minkum fa in tanaaza'tum fee shai'in faruddoohu ilal laahi war Rasooli in

kuntum tu'minoona billaahi wal yawmil Aakhir; zaalika khairunw wa ahsanu ta'weelaa.

Translation: O you who believe! Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger, and those charged with

authority among you. If you differ in anything among yourselves, refer it to Allah and His

Messenger, if you do believe in Allah and the Last Day: That is best, and most suitable for final

determination.5

This verse is the soul of our Ismaili dacwah; the centrality of Imamat is the basis on which the

Ismaili interpretation depends. So, in understanding this verse, many questions we hear, many

ambiguities and doubts, will be removed, giving us a thorough grounding in Ismaili belief. Dr.

5 Surah-yi An-Nisa' (4:59)

4 Mawlānā Shāh Karim al Huysani, Karachi, 13 December 1964 Precious Gems Vol 1

3 H. H. The Aga Khan III's foreword written for Jairazbhoy's 'Muhammad - A Mercy to all the Nations' : ISWLS
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Faquir Sahib read out the whole of the verse in Arabic. It is surah 4 ayat 59, and we only use the

first sentence: O you who believe! Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger and those who are in

authority, Wa ulil amri minkum from amongst you. Many people seem to think that this is

because the rest of the ayat does not favor the Ismaili interpretation but we have to point out

right from the beginning that our Duca is quite succinct. The rest of this ayat was not included to

keep the Duca due to the length, but the rest of the ayat is also very much in the Ismaili

interpretation.

First of all, we will look at O you who believe, obey “atee'u”, meaning plural for the whole

community. The whole of humanity obey God, all of you and obey the Prophet and those who

are the holders, bearers of authority from amongst yourselves. In the Qur’an, this is not only

addressed to the people of the Prophets' time but also for the entire span of time. It becomes

important to know that we are talking about when we say Wa ulil amri minkum from amongst

you, then that means the Imam of the age or the Imam of the time who is amongst the people in

every age. Dr. Faquir Sahib also quoted from Haft Bab6, which is written by one of our Daci and

Dr. Sahib says that this sentence is amazing, that if someone who has read the whole history of

religion and talked about recognizing every single Prophet and Imam in the past, in the history

but does not recognize the Imam of his or her time then their ibadat, bandagi has little value

because the fundamental point is to recognize the Imam of the time because it is only through his

recognition that you can have the true recognition of God.

The second part says: fa in tanaaza'tum fee shai'in faruddoohu ilal laahi war Rasooli in kuntum

tu'minoona billaahi wal yawmil Aakhir; zaalika khairunw wa ahsanu ta'weelaa. If you differ in

anything among yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger, if you do believe in Allah and

the Last Day: That is best, and most suitable for final determination.7 If you have a dispute about

anything, then refer to God and the Prophet. If you believe in God and the final day or the last

day and this seems best for ta’wil.

if you read the English translation, you will have to really smile because this ta’wil, the word

ta’wil in this ayat is translated by, for instance, Muhammad Pickthall, ‘that is better and more

7 Surah-yi An-Nisa' (4:59)

6 Spiritual Resurrection in Shii Islam (Haft Bab Mahmood Katib)
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seemingly in the end’8 which has no meaning. Here, the word is ta’wil, the inner meaning of the

Qur’an. So we ask the question: what disputes would people have? What is this something about

which people will dispute? We come to this in the second half of the lecture.

In the first half, we look at the three types of obedience. First of all, obey God, Allah! What is

meant by that? Dr. Faquir Sahib has said that this is related to all those verses which are about

creation in the Holy Qur’an. We have discussed in the past lectures that there are two concepts of

creation in the Qur’an: there is a creation in time and space. Ayat, such as God created creation in

six days and then on the seventh day, He established musawat or equality on this throne.9 There

are also ayats in the Qur’an, which talk about example was surah 2 ayat 117 Badeee'us

samaawaati wal ardi wa izaa qadaaa amran fa innamaa yaqoolu lahoo kun fayakoon. "(It is He

Who is) the Originator (badi) of the heavens and the earth and when a matter is complete, He but

says to it "Be” and it becomes"10 In which it is said that the Badeee'us samaawaati wal ardi and

wa izaa? if you read the Surah 2 ayat 117 and its translation, that here it is the concept of

instantaneous creation, in the twinkle of an eye. So all those ayats which are like this about

creation about the heavens and the earth, etc. These are the verses that you have to reflect on and

this is your obedience to Allah.

There are many difficult ayats because the first question anybody would ask is why God would

need to take six days to create creation when you can do it instantly. So such verses require

ta’wil and it cannot be understood without ta’wil. So Hazrat Nabi Muhammad Mustafa(ṣ) from the

very beginning of his mission, appointed Hazrat cAli(c) in order to do the ta’wil. We have

mentioned many times the hadith about the Prophet saying he would have to fight for the tanzil,

the revelation of the Qur’an but that Mawlana cAli is the one who has to do Jihad or fight for the

ta’wil of the Qur’an. The holy Prophet said: "I am fighting for the sake of the tanzil of the

Qur’an and cAli is fighting for the sake of its ta’wil."11

The second thing is that every Prophet did this. It wasn’t just Prophet Nabi Muhammad Mustafa

who appointed Hazrat Ali! Every single Natiq had an Asas.12 The second obedience is the

12 Nasir Khisraw, Wajh-i-Din.Translated by Allamah Hunzai pdf

11 Hunzai, Faquir Muhammad & Rashida Noormohamed, The Holy Ahl-i Bayt in the Prophetic Traditions Hadith
no.32968

10 Surah-yi Al-Baqarah (2:117), translation from Precious Treasures, p. 92

9 Surah-yi Hud (11:7)

8 Surah-yi An-Nisā' (4:59)

Ayah-yi Ita’ah

75

https://www.ismaililiterature.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/94-Wajah-i-Din.pdf
https://www.ismaililiterature.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/The-Holy-Ahl-i-Bayt-in-the-Prophetic-Traditions.pdf


GLOBAL LECTURE SERIES-11

5
obedience of the Prophet or the Rasul. This is related to many verses in the Qur’an, which are

given very concisely, but their explanation changes over time, and there are many examples of

this. They are generally called Shari’at-i wazᶜi. For instance, there are verses about tahara,

wudu[ablution], to do that is in the Qur’an but how to do it is not described or explained in the

Qur’an. That is what the Prophet did in the same way as establish Salat and give Zakat, these are

your things to do but how to do Salat and how much to pay for Zakat? These are things that the

Prophet had explained because they are very complex. Do you know that the Zakat from gold,

and silver is different from the Zakat of animals, form is different from that of edibles, crops etc.

These were all explained by the Holy Prophet.

Similarly, about the Hajj and Jihad. How to do Jihad, how to perform Hajj, all this was

explained by the Holy Prophet but the Holy Prophet did not say in his lifetime that his

explanation would now last until the end of time. In fact, what he said was that he was leaving

two significant or weighty things after him. He was leaving the book of God as well as his Ahl-i

bayt, the citrat, the progeny from his Ahl-i bayt and that they would never separate until they

meet him in paradise at the hawz-i Kawthar.13

The pillars of Islam are called the Dca’aim-al-Islam or Arkan-i Islam. The famous book of Qadi

al Nu’man14 is by that name and the progeny would explain these things of the Qur’an according

to their time. So I hope that you have connected with the quotation we quote at the beginning

from the Foreward of Mawlana Sultan Muhammad Shāh that it is only through the obedience of

the ‘Ulu’l-Amr immediately after that to God and the Prophet that the faith can remain extending,

developing, living, with changes in our environment through science, through technology, the

arts, sciences, etc. that is the Ismaili understanding.

The Pillars of Islam as we have discussed earlier, are seven, Walayah is the most important

Tahara, Salat, Zakat, Sawm or Roza, Hajj and Jihad. This is the work of the Imams that they

explained according to their time and circumstances, how to perform these pillars. Out of all

these three obediences of Allah, the Prophet or the ‘Ulu’l-Amr, you can now see that the

obedience of the ‘Ulu’l-Amr is the most comprehensive and most overarching because it

concerns all times and spaces. So when we talk of God’s obedience, there is the concept of God

14 ,Da`a'im-al-Islam-The-Pillars-of-Islam-vol-1 .pdf English - Pillars of Islam - volume II.pdf

13 Rashida Noormohamed-Hunzai, Hazrat Alī p. 17
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in many religions, but just knowing the concept about God it doesn't give you macrifat, does not

give you recognition, does not give you salvation.

It is important that we should have recognition and Dr. Faquir Sahib quoted from

Nahj-ul-Balagha right at the beginning there's a quotation of Mawlana Ali in which he said,

“Awal-u-Din Marifat-al-llahu” Recognition of Allah in terms of His Nur is the pure deen

(religion)”, that the foundation of religion is the recognition of God.15 So the question is, how do

you recognize God? Is this something that every ordinary human being can do on his own? No!

For this reason, there has been continuous divine guidance in the world. Dr. Faquir Sahib then

said that in Islam, the Shāhada has two sentences and Islam requires two witnesses.16 So, it's not

enough to say la ilaha illa'llah one also has to mention or state who taught you la ilaha illa'llah.

That is why we say la ilaha illa'llah Muhamma-dur-Rasulul-lah, the teacher i.e., Nabi

Muhammad Mustafa is the one who taught us that there is only one God. It is the work of the

Prophet and after him, this recognition, this macrifat is the work of his progeny, the Imams from

his progeny.

We also remember that the Prophet, in his historical time, 63 years of life at the beginning of the

mission of Islam, but Imamat, the Walayat is forever. It is for all times and places, therefore, that

makes it very important that we should obey that which is a permanent institution.

Now conditions of obedience(fara’yiz). We need to know and this has been our theme in all our

global lectures series, that we do not believe that the Qur’an does not tell you that you and I can

relate to God directly. This is only done through a Wasayil or Wasilah17. This is done through an

intermediary, nothing for ordinary human beings. of course! Prophets and Imams have direct

connections with God, but ordinary people need Wasilah.

Then Dr. Faquir Sahib went to surah 4 in which this ayat is to be found that is ayat 80, which is

very important. Many yuti'ir Rasoola faqad ataa'al laaha wa man tawallaa famaaa arsalnaaka

'alaihim hafeezaa Translation: He who obeys the Messenger, obeys Allah: But if any turn away,

We have not sent you to watch over their (evil deeds).18

18 Surah-yi An-Nisā' (4:80)

17 Sūrah-yi An-Nisā' (4:59)

16 Sūrah-yi Aţ-Ţalāq (65:2)

15 Nahj-ul-Balagha, first sermon
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It says quite clearly whoever obeys the Messenger has obeyed Allah and this is the theme of the

Qur’an that you cannot directly obey God only through obeying the messenger. So, for us this

means that we have to obey the Imam of the time who has been appointed by the Prophet in

order to obey the Prophet and in order to obey Allah. So Allah’s obedience is to Wasilah, the

intermediary. Then another verse that is very important is in Surah 59. In some Qur’an, it's

number 8 and in some Qur’an, it is number 7. Towards the end of this verse is the sentence:

Maaa afaaa'al laahu 'alaa Rasoolihee min ahlil quraa falillaahi wa lir Rasooli wa lizil qurbaa

wal yataamaa walmasaakeeni wabnis sabeeli kai laa yakoona doolatam bainal aghniyaaa'i

minkum; wa maaa aataakumur Rasoolu fakhuzoohu wa maa nahaakum 'anhu fantahoo;

wattaqul laaha innal laaha shadeedul-'iqaab. Translation: What Allah has bestowed on His

Messenger (and taken away) from the people of the townships,- belongs to Allah,- to His

Messenger and to kindred and orphans, the needy and the wayfarer; In order that it may not

(merely) make a circuit between the wealthy among you. So take what the Messenger assigns to

you, and deny yourselves that which he withholds from you. And fear Allah, for Allah is strict in

Punishment.19 Whatever the messenger gives you, take it and whatever he forbids you abstain

from it. So, it is the total authority that the mu’mins and the murids should follow the Imam’s

guidance. To do what he tells us to do and to keep away from things that he tells us not to do

because that is his task.

There is another ayat, which is 4:65 Falaa wa Rabbika laa yu'minoona hattaa yuhakkimooka fee

maa shajara bainahum summa laa yajidoo feee anfusihim harajam mimmaa qadaita wa yusal

limoo tasleemaa. Translation: But no, by the Lord, they can have no (real) Faith, until they make

you judge in all disputes between them, and find in their souls no resistance against Thy

decisions, but accept them with the fullest conviction.20 God swears by himself, and then he says

by your lord they will not believe. They will not become true m’umins until they make you the

Prophet, judge of the dispute between them and afterward, they don't find any dislike with your

judgment, that they submit to your decision with full submission. The Qur’an is very clear about

the Prophet's authority. So God and the Prophets' authority manifests through the Imam the

‘Ulu’l-Amr. The ‘Ulu’l-Amr also have absolute authority and this is why the unity of m’mins is

20 Surah-yi An-Nisā'(4:65)

19 Surah-yi Al-Ĥashr (59:7)
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perfected and not like seen in the rest of the world. People are pulling in different directions that

you do not see in the Ismaili Jamacat.

He quoted this surah 3 ayat 103 Wa'tasimoo bi Hablil laahi jamee'anw wa laa tafarraqoo

Translation: And hold fast, all together, by the rope which Allah, and be not divided among

yourselves.21 The Qur’an also says to hold fast to the rope of God and not be divided and I hope

that you all also know that in the Farman shared earlier, the Imam uses the rope of Imamat, that

is, the rope of God, the Rope of Imamat. So there are many verses in the Qur’an which has

multiple inner meanings. They are called the Mutashabihat22 and it is for these types of verses

that we need the presence of the ‘Ulu’l-Amr, who gives us an authoritative interpretation and

through his guidance, his authority and decisions that the unity of Islam is maintained.

Now having talked about the three types of obedience, we come to the second half of the ayat

that if there is a dispute about something amongst you, then turn to God and the Prophet. What

does that mean? So turn to God but first, we have to ask what is this dispute. Is that people want

to take their disputes about belongings like this property is mine, this property is yours, all about

animals or possessions? No! These are ordinary worldly things. What is the dispute which has

been the hallmark of the entire Islamic history? The entire history of Islam shows that the main

dispute is about who is the rightful successor to the Holy Prophet Muhammad. The whole of

Muslim history is around that and if there is a dispute, what does God advise us in this surah 4

ayat 59.

After atee'ul laaha wa atee'ur Rasoola wa ulil amri minkum turn to faruddūhu turn towards God

and the Prophet If you have such a dispute about who is the rightful successor and that means

look at the verses of the Qur’an. What does the Qur’an say about the Imamat? What do the

authentic Ahadith of the Holy Prophet say about the Imam? So disputes are about this succession

to the Holy Prophet and not about minor things. Some people of course, claim that this is all

about worldly rulers, worldly military leaders or even the Ulama of Islam, the scholars of Islam.

One has to look around the world and see that none of the worldly rulers of the Islamic countries

agree on everything and neither do the military leaders in fact, they are against each other. Their

armies are ready to attack each other and none of the scholars of Islam agree with each other.

22 Surah-yi Al-i Imran (3:7)

21 Surah-yi Al-i Imran (3:103)
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That is why there is so much pulling apart and so much disunity but where Imam is Hazir wa

mujood, you can see in the entire globe from China to North America, his farman is enough to

unite all the murids. We leave aside spiritual matters but even if we talk about simply worldly

matters there is no unity where there is no Imam, where there is no ‘Ulu’l-Amr, where there is no

following of this ayat 4:59: Obey Allah and obey the Prophets and those who hold the amr, the

authority amongst you.

Then Dr. Faquir Sahib repeated that many verses are there in the Qur’an, surah 5 ayat 55 Ayat-yi

Walayah23 there is Ayat-yi Baycat.24 We have reviewed all these in global lectures. All can go

back to review these lectures, which are on the website, you will see that this is the main theme

of the Holy Qur’an and if you go to the Ahadith where the Prophet says that;

‘Man kuntu mawla hu fa cAliyyun mawla hu. Allahumma wali man walahu wa’adi man

‘adahu’. 'He of who I am the Mawla, of him Ali is the Mawla. O God, be the friend of he

who is his friend and be the enemy of he who is his enemy.25

He is who’s Mawla I am, cAli is his Mawla so this is Ghadir-i-Khumm but right at the beginning

of this mission, when he invited his closest relatives, the progeny of Hazrat Abd al-Mutalib(c), 40

of them [Dacwat-i Ashira] and he asked;

"O Children of Abd al-Muttalib (Banu Abd al-Muttalib), follow me and you will be the

kings and rulers of the earth. God has surely never sent a Prophet without appointing his

vicegerent (wasi), minister (wazir), heir (wäris), brother (akh) and legatee (wali). Who

among you then will be my vicegerent, my heir, brother and minister?"26

Which one of you will help me in my mission, my divine mission? Only Mawlana cAli replied so

at that time, Mawlana cAli was either 10 years old or 13 years old? but the Prophet said yes you,

Ali are my wasi, my wazir, my wali, my waris and my brother akh. Five titles for the Hazrat cAli.

So for this, I would like to interject here that if you are interested in all these Ahadith and these

quotations about Mawlana cAli, then please look at these two publications. The Holy Ahl-i-Bayt

26 Ibid., p.7

25 Rashida Noormohamed-Hunzai, Hazrat Alī p.18

24 Surah-yi Al-Fatĥ (48:10)

23 Surah-yi Al-Mā'idah (5:55)
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and the Prophetic traditions27 and this book Hazrat cAli28. These are available on our websites

and it is important that you should be aware of such Ahadith. For instance, at Ghadir-i-Khumm,

the Hadith or the prayer of the Holy Prophet, what did he say;

O God, be affectionate to him who is devoted to cAli, show enmity to him who is his

enemy, give victory to him who helps cAli, and forsake him who forsakes cAli, and turn

the truth in whatever direction he turns.” O Allah, help those who help cAli and forsake

those who forsake cAli and then he ended the prayer by saying, Allāhumma adir il-haq-o

ma haīso dar and turn haqq, (truth) in the direction in which Hazrat cAli turns.29

Hazrat cAli and his progeny, the everlasting rope of Imamat, the chain of the light of Imamat

continues in the world. They are the ‘Ulu’l-Amr about which there have been disputes

throughout history and we, the Ismailies, are very lucky that we have held on to the rope of

Allah, which is the rope of Imamat.

Insha'a'llah, next Sunday, two of our young scholars from Canada, Lal Muhammad Nabizada

and Abdul Wakil Sultani, will elaborate on these verses that have been quoted today Insha'a'llah

They will speak in English and there will be a thorough discussion of the same content in more

detail and then we will have questions and answers as well. We look forward to seeing you all

then next Sunday at the same time.

Thank you all for your participation and your attention and May Mawla bless you all with the

true understanding of this concept of how we can obey ‘Ulu’l-Amr of the time to be in a faith

that is living, developing and expanding with science, technology, arts etc. Thank you and let us

all be grateful that we are in this dynamic situation.

Thank you and Ya cAli madad to all.

Your friends in knowledge

29 Ibid., p.17, 56

28 Rashida Noormohamed-Hunzai, Hazrat Alī
27 Dr. Faquir Muhammad Hunzai & Rashida Noormohamed-Hunzai The Holy Ahl-i Bayt in the Prophetic Traditions
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Ayah-yi Amānah (8:27) - Verse of Trust 

Transcription of Summary 08/21/2022 
 

 
Lecture Link Urdu by Dr. Faquir Muhammad Hunzai and English Summary by Rashida 

Noormohamed-Hunzai Sahibah 08212022 Audio mp3 

 

Lecture Link Urdu by Dr. Faquir Muhammad Hunzai and English Summary by Rashida 

Noormohamed-Hunzai Sahibah 08212022 Video mp4 

 

Speakers: Dr. Faquir Muhammad Hunzai & Alwaiza Rashida Noormohamed-

Hunzai  

 

Bismi’llahi’r-Rahmani’r-Rahim 

 

With your prayers, I will give a gist of the lecture that we have just heard. Our last āyat, which 

we have chosen to spend time on, which is the Āyāh-yi Amānah. It is sūrah 8 āyāt 27; Ya aiyuhal 

lazina amanū la takhunal laha wa r-rasola wa takhonū amanatikum wa antum ta`lamun. O you 

who believe! Betray not Allāh and His messenger, nor knowingly betray your trusts.1 

 

We recite it at least three times a day at the beginning of the fifth part of our Duca. This is a topic 

of amānah, i.e., trust. It's a very big topic in the Holy Qur'ān. We are concentrating on this āyat 

as it is in our duca and it is directly linked to and related to Imam. For us as Ismāᶜīlīs but also as 

thinking rational human beings, Imāmat is the greatest reality of religion in our life. So since 

Imāmat is such a great reality, ḥaqīqat, then anything that is related to it must be very important 

to us. Dr. Faquir Sahib said that we have looked at five āyāt before and that we have talked about 

Imāmat, but you cannot do enough justice. We cannot praise or describe the light of Imāmat in 

one or several verses or even one or several topics of the Holy Qur'ān and God himself tells us in 

the Holy Qur'ān that He has explained and described the reality of nūr-i imāmat in many diverse 

ways in the Qur'ān.2  

1 Sūrah-yi Anfal (8:27) 
2 Sūrah-yi An-Nur (24:35) 
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The Arabic duᶜa came in the jamᶜah or in the time of Mawlānā Sulṭān Muḥammad Shāh(c) and it 

was globally spread in Mawlānā Shāh Karim al-Ḥusaynī’s(c) time. Our Imams have included 

some key verses in our daily duca to motivate us, to inspire us and to understand what the reality 

of the light of Imam is. As Ismāᶜilis, we need to understand the truth or ḥaqīqat of the light of 

Imāmat. We only see the physical body of the Imam and are attracted to having discussions and 

making comments about the Imam's physical appearance. Not many of us can transcend the 

physical side and go into the ḥaqīqat or the reality of the Imam. 

 

Throughout this series of lectures, it has been pointed out that Prophets and Imams have two 

aspects. They are similar to other human beings and in fact, a great emphasis was put on the last 

topic, which was about the verse of obedience that the uli'l amri minkum they are from among 

you.3 They are going to be in the form of human beings and they have a lot of similarities with us 

but at the same time, the Qur'ān and all religious literature point out that they may have some 

similarities with us, but there are some things where they are very different from us. They are 

actualized nūr, they are nūr-i mujassam or embodied nūr. They have a perfect soul and perfect 

intellect, whereas we are still in a potential form.  

 

Dr. Faquir Sahib said that subjects in the Qur'ān have two dimensions. Many subjects have a 

positive dimension or a negative one. In the zāhir, they may appear to be negative. For instance, 

in this āyat, sūrah 8 āyat 27, all you who believe betray not Allāh and His messenger, nor 

knowingly betray your trust.4 Betrayal is not in a negative way but not betraying the trust of God 

and the Rasul, which is the opposite of ðiyānat, which is to betray. Betray means ðiyānat and 

the opposite of ðiyānat is amānat. Although it's presented in negative words, the topic is of trust 

or amānah. There are many aspects of amānah in the Qur'ān. Dr. Faquir Sahib repeated that 

today, we are just concentrating on trust as it relates to Imam. We may discuss other dimensions 

later.  

 

3 Sūrah-yi An-Nisa' (4:59) 
4 Sūrah-yi Anfal (8:27) 
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There are two types of trust mentioned in this very short āyat: Yā aiyuhal lazīna at āmanū Lā 

takhūnal tāha war Rasūla wa takhūnoū amānātikum wa antum taᶜlamūn5 There are two types of 

trust mentioned here. Number one do not betray the trust of God and the Prophet, and knowingly 

do not betray your own trust. There are two lots of trust, God and Prophets’ and a person's own 

trust. We are going to take the second one, the one about human being’s own trust. What is a 

human being's trust? Human beings are considered in Islām to have the highest status in creation. 

We are created on the Ṣūrat-i Raḥmān [Image of the Compassionate].6 We are created from the 

Nafs-i Wāḥida.7 We have a very high status in God's creation, and we have been endowed with 

huge niᶜamat, huge bounties and blessings. We have used in the past the sūrah 9, Sūrahtu’t-

Tawbah, āyat 111; Innal lāhash tarā minal mu'minīna anfusahum wa amwālahum bi anna 

lahumul jannah; "Verily! Allah has bought from the believers their lives and their wealth because the 

Garden will be theirs: They shall fight in the way of Allah and shall slay and be slain".8  

 

In this āyat, God actually says that he has purchased from the believers their possessions, their 

wealth, and their souls in order to give them something in return, which is the eternal life of 

paradise, it is a conditional thing. Similarly, in the āyah-i bay ͨ ah, which we have discussed in 

detail, which is also part of our duca. Those who fulfill their oath of allegiance, meaning those 

who obey the Imam and therefore, fulfill their oath of allegiance, will receive “ajran ᶜazīmā” 

great reward.9 There is one more verse which we are introducing today, the verse in sūrah 14, 

Sūrah-yi Ibrāhīm āyat number 34 Wa ātākum min kulli mā sa altumūh; wa in ta'uddū ni'matal 

lāhi lā tuhsūhā; innal insāna lazalū mun kaffār. And He gave you all that you asked Him.10 But 

if you count the favours of God, never will you be able to number them. Verily, man is given up 

to injustice and ingratitude.11 In which God says, Wa ātākum min kulli mā sa altumūh, if you 

look at translations for most of us who do not know Arabic well, then you will see that Pickthall, 

for instance, translates as ātākum to give, in the present tense but actually ātākum means gave 

you and in this āyat, God is saying that he gave us everything that we asked for.   

5 Sūrah-yi Anfal (8:27) 
6 A Thousand Wisdoms, Wisdom - 519  
7 Sūrah-yi An-Nisa' (4:1) 
8 Sūrahtu’t-Tawbah (9:111) Translation from Forty Wisdoms of Jihad. p.4 
9 Sūrah-yi Al-Fath (48:10) 
10 A Thousand Wisdoms, Wisdom - 746  
11 Sūrah-yi Ibrahim (14:34)  
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This is a key āyat that will shock many as we hear all the time that we don't have this or don't 

have that and we pray for this and we pray for that, etc., but the Qur'ān tells us in God's words 

that he has already given human beings everything they ask for. It is possible that we are reading 

the wrong translation, but when human beings come from the spiritual world and manifest in the 

physical world, they forget all these things completely. It's like they are in a type of asleep and 

the ḥadīâ quoted is: Annasu niyamun fa-iza matu intabahu.12 The Prophet(ṣ) has said that human 

beings are as though they are asleep in this life. It is when they die that they wake up. This is one 

half of this ḥadīâ. If human beings are in this type of sleeping state, i.e., forgetful, they have 

forgotten. In that case, God also provides Prophets and Imams whose sleep is different from 

ours. Prophet Muḥammad  used to say: Tanamu aynai wa la yanamu qalbi that my eyes sleep, 

but my heart never sleeps.13 In a farman at Dar es-Salaam farman, Mawlānā HāÐīr Imam said; 

Every time I visit my Jamᶜāt, there are many murids who offer voluntary service, and there are 

those who I see with my eyes and there are those who I feel with my heart. And the volunteers in 

the Jamᶜāt, who have done this wonderful work for this visit, to them I convey my best, best, 

affectionate blessings. Khanavadan, Khanavadan, Khanavadan.14  

 

Imam says that I see volunteers with these eyes (Imam indicating his physical eyes) and there are 

some volunteers in the Jamᶜāt whom I see from here (Imam indicating his Heart). 

Even in a farman, the Imam has mentioned that he has two types of eyesight. The Imam and the 

Prophet's sleep is different from ordinary human beings' sleep. Their eyes may rest because they 

are in a human form, but they are conscious. Their hearts are awake all the time and they have 

been sent to remind us of what God has already given to us to remind us of what our trusts are.  

 

The Prophets and Imams themselves have a title, Amīn. The trust of the people is with them. In 

other words, they are responsible for keeping people awake and remembering what their trusts 

are. If you read the stories of the Prophets and particularly those in the Qur'ān about them, they 

all said to their communities; indeed, I am here for you, a Prophet who is the bearer of your trust. 

12 Ibn Arabi’s Al-Awasilm min-al-qawasim p.13 
13 Siraj-ul Quloob Urdu ed. p.23-24 
14 Mawlānā Shāh Karim al Ḥusaynī, Dar es-Salaam Tanzania July 17, 2002  
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The one who looks after your trust, that is, God has sent me or us to keep the trust. God has 

already given you, but you have forgotten but I am here to remind you of those trusts. This ends 

the discussion on what human being’s trusts are.  

 

We will now go to the beginning of the āyat and discuss the first part of the verse: “Do not 

betray Allāh and His messenger.” What are those trusts? The trust of God and the Prophet. Here, 

some people would still dichotomize and separate. They will say God's trust is different from the 

Prophet's trust but that is not the truth. The message of the Holy Qur'ān is very clear. In many 

verses, God, the Prophet and the Ulu'l-amr must be obeyed.15 If you don't obey Ulu'l-amr, you 

have not obeyed the Prophet, you have not obeyed God. There are many ḥadīâ about that, that 

whoever is the enemy of Mawlānā ᶜAlī(c) is the Prophet's enemy. Whoever is the Prophet and 

Mawlānā ᶜAlī’s enemy is an enemy of God.16 These are not separate things, God and the 

Prophet's trust are the same. They are not two separate trusts but one.  

 

What are these trusts that we are talking about which the Prophet left with the Ummah. We are 

all very familiar with this ḥadīâ about Inni tarikumba adishikum asakalayn.17 The Prophet 

pronounced in front of a huge crowd who were returning from the final pilgrimage that the 

Prophet had proclaimed that he said: 

"I am leaving two important things among you: the Book of Allāh and my progeny 

(ᶜitrah), the people of my House. If you hold on to both of them you will never go astray, 

for they are not going to separate till they will come to me at the Pond (Kawsar)."18  

 

I am leaving behind me among you two heavy, weighty, significant, important things: 

Kitābu’llāh wa ᶜitrat-i ahl al-bayti. That means I am leaving behind me, amongst you two 

significant things. The Book of God and my ᶜItrat, my progeny from my ahlu'l-bayt. Here is a 

clarification because the Prophet had two types of ahlu'l-bayt, he had the luminous, the nurānī 

ahlu'l-bayt and he had a physical ahlu'l-bayt. Our young people are very aware that the Prophet 

had twelve wives because again, the Prophet was different from the Ummah. The Ummah could 

15 Sūrah-yi An-Nisa' (4:59) 
16 Hazrat Alī, 2021 p.17 & 18  
17 Ibid., p.17 
18 Ibid., p.17 
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only have four if they could treat them equally, but the prophet was not like the Ummah; he was 

a Prophet of God and therefore, the Prophet had twelve wives. He had this physical ahlu'l-bayt in 

which all these wives were included but he also had a luminous, a nurānī ahlu'l-bayt, a spiritual 

ahlu'l-bayt. It is so beautifully described in the sūrah 33, āyat number 33 yurīdul lāhu liyuzhiba 

'ankumur rijsa ahlal baytī wa yutahhirakum tathīrā. "O you the people of the house (of the 

Prophet)! Verily Allāh intends but to keep off from you (every kind of) uncleanness and purify 

you with a thorough purification."19 

 

The verse of purification that God has removed every type of uncleanliness from the paj tan-i 

pāk, the spiritual or the nūranī, the luminous ahlu'l-bayt. Recently Dr. Faquir Sahib taught me a 

very nice phrase that he hasn't mentioned in his lecture but I will mention it that there is a 

synonym for paj tan-i pāk which is ānwār-i ðamsa, which means the five lights.20  When the 

Prophet was discussing this in his own home one of his senior wives called Umm-i Salama, who 

was highly respected by the Prophet and so she queried: Yā Rasūl Allāh am I not included in this 

ahlu'l-bayt, the luminous ahlu'l-bayt and the Prophet said, you are highly respected but you do 

not come into this group. This group was very special, the group that the Prophet covered with 

his own aba, his cloth when he had the Mubahalah [imprecation] with the Christians of Najrān. 

The Prophet ended this ḥadīâ of áaqalayn by saying if you hold fast to both of them you will 

never go astray.  

 

What does ðiyānat in the Qur'ān and to his progeny mean? How can we do ðiyānat? How can 

we betray the trust as far as the Qur'ān, the Book of Allāh is concerned or the ahlu'l-bayt, the 

progeny is concerned? Dr. Faquir Sahib explained by saying that there are people who claim 

throughout history, that there have been people who have claimed that they know the meanings 

of the Qur'ān and by doing this they cause fitna.  

 

This is what sūrah 3, āyat 7 says: Huwal lazīe anzala 'alaikal Kitāba minhu Aayātum Muh 

kamātun hunna Ummul Kitaabi wa ukharu Mutashābihātun fa'ammal lazīna fī qulūbihim 

19 Sūrah-yi Ahzab (33:33) Translation from A Thousand Wisdoms 144 (82) 
20 A Thousand Wisdoms, wisdom 623,  
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zaiyghun fa yattabi'ūna ma tashābaha minhubtighāa 'alfitnati wabtighāa'a tāwīlih; wa mā 

ya'lamu tāwīlahūo illal laah; warrāsikhūna fil 'ilmi yaqūlūna āmannā bihī kullum min 'indi 

Rabbinā; wa mā yazzakkaru illāa ulul albāb. He it is Who has sent down to you the Book: in it 

are verses basic or fundamental (of established meaning); they are the foundation of the Book: 

others are allegorical. But those in whose hearts is perversity follow the part thereof that is 

allegorical seeking discord and searching for its hidden meanings but while none knows its ta'wil 

except Allah and those (who are) firmly rooted in knowledge. “We believe in the Book; the whole 

of it is from our Lord” and none will grasp the Message except men of understanding.21 

 

God says that those people who are not supposed to do ta’wil but try to do it to create fitna, 

dissension, and disagreement within the community. Islamic history has many examples of that. 

They are all in front of us, but only Allāh and the rasikhun fī’l-ᶜilm know the ta’wil of the Qur'ān. 

If anybody claims they know the ta’wil of the Qur'ān and they are not even the murid of the 

Imam, then this is a definite ðiyānat, the betrayal of a very important trust. Only the ᶜitrat of the 

Holy Prophet from his luminous ahlu'l-bayt know the meanings of the Qur'ān and not anybody 

else. They, of course, can bless their own ḥujjats, and daᶜis, and pirs with those ta’wilats.  

 

How do you do the ðiyānat? How do you betray the progeny of the Holy Prophet? We have 

already discussed this in the previous topic of sūrah 4 āyat 59 about the obedience that the rest of 

the āyat, which is not what we recite in the Duᶜa. Yāa aiyuhal lazīna āmanūo atī'ul lāha wa 

atī'ur Rasūla wa ulil amri minkum fa in tanāza'tum fī shai'in faruddūhu ilal laahi war Rasūli in 

kuntum tu'minūna billāhi wal yawmil Aakhir; zālika khairunw wa ahsanu ta’wīlā. O you who 

believe! obey God and obey the Apostle and those charged with authority among you. If you 

differ in anything among yourselves refer it to God and His Apostle if you do believe in God and 

the Last Day: that is best and most suitable for final determination.22 This tells us that if you have 

a dispute about something, then turn back to Allāh and the Prophet. What does that mean? The 

dispute throughout Islāmic history has been about who is the rightful successor of the Holy 

Prophet. If there is a dispute, who should we turn to? We should turn to Allāh, which means go 

to the Qur'ān and go to the Prophet, go to his authentic ḥadīâ. What do you find? The Qur'ān tells 

21 Sūrah-yi Al-i ᶜImrān (3:7) 
22 Sūrah-yi An-Nisa' (4:59) 
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you again and again that the Imams are from the progeny of the Holy Prophet, that they are 

designated, they are not elected, they are designated by the previous Imam. 

 

When the Prophet said these two ḥadīâ, Ana Madinatu’l ᶜilm wa ᶜAliyyun babuha I am the city of 

knowledge and ᶜAlī is its gate.23 Whoever wishes to acquire knowledge should come through the 

gate. Moreover, when he said, Ana daru’l hikmatu wa ᶜAliyyun babuha I am the House of 

Wisdom and ᶜAlī is the gate24 This makes it quite clear that if we want the ta’wilat, we want the 

secret realities of our faith, then we have to go to the Imam who is from the direct descent of the 

Holy Prophet. Prophets and Imams come to the world to teach the secrets of the Qur'ān and 

therefore, if the Prophet did that, Mawlānā ᶜAlī did that, then why should not there be in every 

age and in every time, such a true successor who continues this function of giving the truth. To 

teach the ḥaqīqat of the Qur’ān according to our times and circumstances but what is important 

here, in the words of ḤaÐrat Ibrāhīm(c) in the Holy Qur'ān Rabbi innahunna adlalna kasīram 

minan nāsi faman tabi'anī fa innahū minnī wa man 'asānī fa innaka Ghafūrur Rahīm. O my 

Lord! they have indeed Led astray many among mankind; He then who follows my (ways) is of 

me, and he that disobeys me, but you are indeed Forgiving, Most Merciful.25 That one faman 

tabi'anī fa innahū minnī, whoever follows me, obeys me absolutely. He becomes of me, and this 

is a very important verse of the Qur'ān. What does this type of obedience mean? This type of 

obedience means to do what the Imam tells us to do and to refrain and avoid what he tells us not 

to do as this is extremely important. Dr. Faquir Sahib gave the example of Pir Nāṣir Khisraw(q) 

that Pir Nāṣir Khisraw, a thousand years ago in his literature given this absolutely easy-to-

understand example from nature. Any human being can understand that only good soil grows 

things. Why? Good soil has the capacity to submit, to allow itself to disappear, but it doesn't 

disappear completely. It comes into a higher soul, the soul of vegetation. Similarly, edible 

vegetation is not poisonous and is eaten by animals. Human beings. We eat salads and spinach 

and all sorts of vegetables. The form of vegetables disappears, but their essence becomes part of 

a higher soul, whether it is animal or rational. In the same way, halāl animals, when they are 

slaughtered by human beings for consumption lose their existence, but they do not lose their 

23 The Holy Ahl-i Bayt the Prophetic Tradition. Hadith 32978, p. 13 
24 Ibid., ḥadīâ 32889, p.13  
25 Sūrah-yi Ibrahim (14:36) 
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essence. They are promoted to a higher soul, the souls of rationality, the soul of a thinking 

human being. At the point of human beings, this submission is not in a physical way. This 

submission is in the form of absolute obedience to the Imam of the time and through this type of 

obedience, a mu’min can become fanā' fī'l-Imam. He can merge in the light of the Imam, or if 

you like, the light of the Imam can come into that mu’min.  

 

We are still in a potential form and when the Imam tells us, my beloved spiritual children, he is 

hinting that you can become like me but that is conditional. That can be only possible if we can 

have the courage to obey him absolutely. Here in London, Mawlānā HāÐīr Imam used a very 

strong word during the Golden Jubilee Farman. He said if you cannot practice your faith 

rigorously, rigorously!26 I hope that all of you know what this word in English means rigor, with 

great strength, determination, and conviction. He has also said in Farmans that our faith is not a 

faith of convenience.27 Today you may have time to remember him and God and tomorrow 

maybe at the weekend. No, this is a daily thing. We breathe our faith, we live our faith, we think 

our faith, we act our faith. What Dr. Faquir Sahib has described from Mawlānā Sulṭān 

Muḥammad Shāh's conclusion of his book on the last page, Mawlānā Sulṭān Muḥammad Shāh 

said that the subject should always disappear in the object.28 That we should not remain ordinary 

potential human beings. That someday we should also try to become like our Imam, nurānī, from 

top to bottom. This is the topic of amānah, related to the topic of trust but remember, there are 

other dimensions of the word trust in the Qur'ān, but they may be looked at in the future.  

We are going to stop here and as usual, the review will be done in English next Sunday and after 

that, there will be time for questions and answers. It will also give some of you time to re-listen 

to this session and look at the āyāts that have been mentioned. In shā’a’llāh, let us hope that this 

is helping us all to deepen our knowledge of the Holy Qur'ān and to deepen the knowledge of our 

Holy bātinī tarīqah, our Ismāᶜili bātinī tarīqah. In shā’a’llāh! 

 

Ya ᶜAlī Madad to everybody, thank you for your participation and attention. And in shā’a’llāh. 

See you all next Sunday at the same time.  

26 London, United Kingdom 5, July 2008  
27 London, United Kingdom 5, August 1994 
28 Aga Khan III: A Study in Humanism, K.K. Aziz, The Institute of Ismāᶜīlī Studies, p.6 
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https://www.iis.ac.uk/media/enyhgnar/aga_khan_humanism-270060078.pdf


 

Yā ᶜAlī Madad to all of you. 

 

Transcription by Ali Noordin & Anila Surani 

Formatting, referencing, proofreading & editing by Navin Kaisani & Niamat Chandani 

 

Note: Global lectures series started on January 9th, 2022. Above is the #12 lecture transcript. 

Live sessions are going on every Sunday for global Jamᶜāt. Please join live lectures with the 

zoom link given below: 

 

Zoom Link for Sunday Global Lectures 

 

Meeting ID: 844 8079 9388 

Passcode: 029954 

 

For any further queries, please write to: Navinkaisani@gmail.com  

 

 

Note: The following symbols have been used in the essay with the names of holy personalities. 

They have been used once only when the name appears the first time. 

(ṣ) - Ṣalla’llāhu c alayhu wa-ālihi wa-sallam (May Allāh send blessings and peace through him 

and his progeny). 

(c) - calayhi’s-salām/ calayha’s-salām/ calayhima’s-salām/ calayhimu’s-salām/ calaynā’s-

salāmuhu/ calayanā minhu’s-salām (May peace be through him/her/them both/them/may his 

peace be upon us). 

(q) - qaddasa’llāhu sirrahu (May God sanctify his secret). 
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